Yamaha trailblazer

Lest we forget, it was the advent of rather small Japanese motorcycles that affected the
two-wheeled revolution in the United States, quadrupling registrations between and And this
Trailmaster 80 was part of that success, a very popular little item. The same could be said of
Yamaha, as Americans were in the mood to buy small, non-threatening, inexpensive
motorcycles on which to ride in town, around college campuses, through the woodsâ€”just
about anywhere. The Trailmaster 80 had a peppy little 73cc engineâ€¦which was advertised as
an 80, as that number sounded better when up against the Honda It had four speeds, mildly
knobby tires and chrome panels on the tankâ€¦and all the bodywork was metal, not plastic. The
major news concerning this YG1 Rotary Jet 80, as the two-stroke engine was officially known,
was that it used a rotary disc-inlet valve, with the 15mm carburetor bolted on to the right side of
the crankcase, not the cylinder. It was also advertised as being fully enclosed, not exposed to
those nasty outside elements. Simply put, the great advantage to rotary valving was that there
was no overlap, which happened with port timing when a small portion of the fuel mixture
escaped unburned through the exhaust port. With rotary valving, the full charge was
compressed and ignited. The rotary technique created a more responsive engine, with more
linear power, most noticeable at low revs. Although response from 73cc was never very great,
no matter what. The little engine had a bore of 47mm, stroke, 42mm, with a compression ratio of
6. Not shabby at all. Ignition was by battery, with Mitsubishi flywheel dynamo lighting up headand taillights. The Trailmaster sported abbreviated fenders, inch wheels, and lacked turn
signalsâ€”they were not mandatory at the time and the company presumed they would just get
knocked off. Primary drive was by gears, then through a wet clutch and the 4-speed gearbox.
For the rear chain, the Trail had a short chainguard on the top, and a mud-scraping chain guide
on the bottom. And it sported a low-level exhaust, which indicated that the bike was not
intended for the really rough stuff. The Trailmaster protected the engine and header pipe with a
lightweight bolt-on skidplate. Wheelbase was a shade over 43 inches, and the weight, with 1.
Top speed for the T was at best 50 mph, not quite what one wants on an Interstate today, but
adequate for the times. This was a real blessing to riders, who no longer had to fiddle with
measuring the correct amount of oil to add. With the premix, the bike was running the same
ratio whether at idle or full power, and riders often erred on the side of too much oil rather than
too little, as the ramifications were less severe. With the Autolube pump driven by the
crankshaft, the mixture was determined by the engine speed and by the throttle opening,
meaning that it could be sucking down a ratio when wound out to the max, and at idle it could
be to 1. The YG5-T now had an upswept pipe, both for looks and practicality, and more serious
engine protection, looking much like an extension to the frame. This had two skinny tubes
coming down from close to the steering head and running in front of the cylinder and then
beneath the motor, incorporating a more rugged skid plate. The wheels got upgraded to 17
inches, with the rear having two sprockets, just to show the world that the rider was serious
about climbing hills. The smaller sprocket had 41 teeth, the bigger, 55, and the trick was to
unbolt the spacers that kept the sprockets apart, slide the bigger one over the smaller, which
had been carefully engineered to fit, and bolt things back up. It took a bit of work, as an
extension of a few extra links on the chain provided in the toolkit was necessitated to move
from small to large sprocket, so the concept was probably little used. There was also an electric
starter on the latest model, which added a bit of weight to the bike, although kickstarting the
little tyke was certainly not a problem. For friendly fun in the woods, we wanted s, like the DT1.
This Retrospective article was published in the August issue of Rider magazine. Thanks for any
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Second Chance Pass it on, trade it in, give it a second life. So, your young rider is finally 16 and
able to pilot a real quad with performance suitable for advanced riding. Or, in another scenario,
your teen or young adult is interested in riding for the first time. There are a lot of entry-level,
full-size quads out there. Dirt Wheels gathered up three wildly different quads that are aimed at
this very group of riders. The key difference, as far as a new rider is concerned, is the mode of
clutching and shifting that each has. It is perfect here, since it is sporty with full suspension.
For a rider who is committed but inexperienced, the clutch and transmission are perfect for a
learning rider. The five-speed manual-shift gearbox uses an auto clutch as small Hondas have
for decades. The difference is that there is a clutch lever, and it operates exactly as the clutch
lever does on a manual-clutch machine. So a new rider can ignore the lever, but as they get
more skilled and adventuresome, the clutch lever can be used to control the power more
aggressively. Next up is the Polaris Trail Blazer It has a full, cc-more displacement than the
Honda, is physically much bigger than the other quads here and at least pounds heavier. It also
has the most suspension travel by a fair margin. As large as the Polaris is, 5-foot-2 Kylee Wolf
could still pilot it easily, and the suspension worked for flyweight Casey Kramer, just as it did
for 6-foot Ajay Hateley. Ajay looked most at home on it, but Casey, the least experienced rider,
spent the most time on it thanks to the transmission. You use a lever on the tank to select
reverse, neutral or drive. It is fully automatic after that. A brake lever on the left side of the bar
controls all three brakes, and the foot brake controls only the rear brake. It was the only
machine with full floorboards, and all of the riders appreciated that comfort factor. Finally, we
selected the ultra-sporty Yamaha Raptor It has a race-inspired chassis, aggressive ergonomics,
the lightest weight, the zippiest performance, and the only fully manual clutch and manual-shift
transmission in the group. Low-profile Dunlop tires and a low center of gravity ensure that the
Raptor hunts for opportunities to get sideways. It has geometry and suspension that allows the
machine to handle jumps with comfort. In the dunes, we were able to teach a new rider on the
Raptor with ease, but in the tighter, more technical terrain of our desert outing, Casey found the
manual clutch daunting. For a rider with no or little experience, the Polaris is a slam dunk.
Learning to pilot it is a breeze, and the performance and suspension ensure that it will be fun for
a long time. There is virtually no chance of a foot bouncing off and getting snagged by the rear
wheel. Next up is the Honda. Honda also fitted the Honda with all-terrain tires with tall sidewalls.
They are great for traction and absorbing the trail surface, but the machine takes a modicum of
care when turning to keep the wheels planted. Finally, there is the Raptor. For a quad that is
capable enough to pound laps at a motocross track stock, it does amazingly well at teaching
new riders. The power is sappy, but totally controllable, and the handling is simply fantastic.
Those low-profile tires that make it so fun to ride fast dig holes and allow it to get stuck more
easily than the others, though. The front shocks have a rudimentary, five-position preload
adjuster. The bike was delivered with the preload set one up from the softest setting. The front
was firm, and riders felt a lot of the ground through the grips. We popped the adjusters to the
lower preload setting for a huge improvement in plushness, but we also started to bottom the
front once in a while when pushing the bike hard. All of these bikes offer great value for the
money. The Polaris is literally a lot of machine for the money, and for rough and tumble trail
use, it would be our choice. The bottom of the machine is protected, the tires are tall and
aggressive, and the suspension has the goods. Plus, there is nothing to concentrate on but
riding. At the opposite end of the spectrum is the Yamaha. For sheer fun factor, there are few
wheeled machines in history that offer the outright giggle factor of the baby Raptor. It is stupid

fun. This is a remarkably capable machine, but not for folks low on will-power. On one trail ride
we used it to accompany a Yamaha Raptor In hilly and tough country, the stayed right with the
no matter where we went. If your riding is rough trail with boggy or sandy terrain, you are going
to get stuck. This machine certainly has the most room to grow into if you have the right sort of
riding conditions. In the middle is the Honda. It is sporty enough to be a blast, absurdly simple
to care for and right at home in sporty riding like the Yamaha, but it will handle technical trails
and softer conditions as well as any small quad. Despite the modest cc displacement, the
Honda boasts great roll-on power. The Yamaha feels faster since you barely need to slow down
for the turns, but in a drag race, the two machines are dead even until the Honda runs out of
gear, then the Raptor finally pulls away. Even when we started to throw in hills and narrower
trails, the riders got along fine with all three machines. While the Honda is certainly able and
willing, the suspension is not as smooth as either the Polaris or the Yamaha, though it easily
accepts the abuse of a young adult like Ajay Hateley. Necessary cookies are absolutely
essential for the website to function properly. This category only includes cookies that ensures
basic functionalities and security features of the website. These cookies do not store any
personal information. Any cookies that may not be particularly necessary for the website to
function and is used specifically to collect user personal data via analytics, ads, other
embedded contents are termed as non-necessary cookies. It is mandatory to procure user
consent prior to running these cookies on your website. The auto clutch with a clutch-lever
manual-shift trans is a fantastic learning tool. The Polaris Trail Blazer is a full-size quad in every
sense. It has a fully automatic CVT transmission, with drive, neutral and reverse, and the hand
brake stops all four tires. This little quad flies! It is the sportiest model in the comparison, but
new riders may struggle with the clutch. In addition to being physically the largest and heaviest,
the Polaris has the most suspension travel, with numbers that rival or eclipse cc race quads!
The Yamaha is so sporty that it is addicting to ride fast. It powers through corners flat and in
control, and it is easy to get a little crazy. We did some fun riding in sand washes torn up from
some recent rain, and all the quads were a breeze in conditions that would have been tough for
two-wheelers. The underside view of these three machines shows off the differences bestâ€”the
full-size Polaris, the bulletproof Honda and the bulletlike Yamaha. The nature of these quads
allowed our one complete beginner to have fun riding with two more experienced riders. None
of the riders had much time on the quads. You might also like More from author. Prev Next.
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understand how you use this website. These cookies will be stored in your browser only with
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these cookies may have an effect on your browsing experience. Necessary Necessary.
Non-necessary Non-necessary. Sign in. Welcome, Login to your account. Login with Facebook
Google Twitter Or. Forget password? Remember me. Sign in Recover your password. A
password will be e-mailed to you. Out of the shadows In the early s, Yamaha was best known in
America for its larger YD series of machines. The Yamaha YG1 was the more mainstream
street-oriented machine, with a full front fender, two-place seat and sporty two-tone paint
schemes. Today, the occasional YG1 comes up on eBay and would prove an excellent street
machine on its own merits. In fact, when sitting next to their similar vintage Honda Trail 55 and
90 counterparts, the Yamaha Trailmaster 80 fits right in, yet looks more refined. While the
Hondas were based on the step-through Cub C series and flaunted their raw look with exposed
components, the Trailmaster was based on a sportier street bike, and therefore carries over a
few more stylish cues like the gleaming chrome fuel tank and low-mounted chrome muffler.
Walk around As with other mids tiddlers, the stamped multi-layer sheet metal frame forms the
foundation, incorporating the central spine, headstock support and rear fender into one robust,
yet lightweight, beam. Sitting atop the frame is a tear-drop-shaped fuel tank gleaming in
polished chrome. Small ribbed rubber kneepads fit snugly on each side, while an early-style
Yamaha badge proudly displays its heritage. The comfortable solo seat complements the clean
look, while the body-colored luggage rack hangs off the back fender, ready for a bag of
groceries. Up front, a pair of slender telescopic forks are capped by a compact combination
headlight and speedometer housing. This provides for a bit more clearance under the fenders to
allow for a fatter 2. In fact, there is more than enough room for a 3-inch knobby tire, should one
want a more dedicated trail machine. The well-placed upper controls are simple yet stylish, and
mount to a wide chrome handlebar with ample rise and pullback. The throttle, brake, clutch and

choke controls are exactly where you would expect. The speedometer has markings up to
60mph extremely optimistic given the short gearing , as well as neutral and low-fuel lights, even
though the bike did not have wiring for the fuel light! Almost lost in the chrome and gleaming
red paint is the little 81cc mill mounted low-down in the frame. Being a rotary-valve 2-stroke, the
engine is wider than it is long, and is an extremely light-weight unit, needing only two mounting
bolts to secure it to the frame. The carburetor is out of sight, concealed in the right side case,
and pulls air from a cylindrical-shaped air cleaner sitting atop the engine. The cylinder head and
barrel are aggressively finned while the main engine and transmission cases have a smooth,
sculptured look. The header pipe should retain its shape even after a hit or two thanks to the
extremely sturdy pressed-steel skid plate mounted underneath the entire power unit. A couple
quick jabs of the throttle clears its throat, and it settles down into a lazy idle that produces very
minimal buzz in the grips. As with most trail-oriented bikes fitted with a large rear sprocket, the
gearing is exceptionally short, so much so that you find yourself barely 20 feet down the road
before needing second gear. Detuned for better midrange, this 81cc engine almost feels like a
4-stroke in its behavior, with smooth, consistent power throughout the rev range, with no hint of
peakyness. Its only fault is that it gets a little thrashy at the top end of the rev range, which in
some respects acts like an audible rev limiter. Third gear proves very useful for zipping around
residential city streets, as it has a usable range from a slow roll up to just more than 30mph.
Once you make your way out on busier, faster roads, the short gearing that gives it plenty of
in-town zip suddenly proves to be a handicap. Flat out in fourth gear is barely above 40mph.
The front and rear damping rates are on the soft side, but they work in harmony when hitting
bumps mid-corner. There is a touch more nose dive than I like during hard braking, but again,
this is expected from a dual-purpose machine. The brakes are quite small, like most in this class
of machine, but they require only a couple fingers to gain maximum clamping pressure. Like its
name suggests, the Trailmaster 80 proved wonderfully capable on loose surfaces. It is
rock-solid stable on the straights, yet highly flickable carving through tight third gear corners.
Some well-timed use of the rear brake will also prove handy when trying to imitate your favorite
motard hero. It also helps that most of this fun is taking place at less than 30mph. The riding
position helps, too, as the cushy seat and well-placed handlebar puts you in a very
standard-like seating position. At just over 6-foot tall, I found this little bike to be the most
spacious tiddler I have ridden in recent years. Though it must be hard living under the vast
shadow of the Honda Trail, the Yamaha Trailmaster 80 not only escapes the shadows, it jumps
out into its own spotlight. It has that perfect combination of mid-Sixties styling, fantastic
around-town usefulness, and an ability to sling a few rocks and mud on occasion. And it does it
with a sophistication and sportiness that only Yamaha seems to be able to create. Hello, I have
a really nice little YG It is a Trailmaster, if anyone is interested in buying it? It is not currently
running, but has good compression and wouldn't take much. Please write, iadocumentary
yahoo. A couple of minor points It was the MG-1 "Omaha Trailmaster" I have a Yamaha YG1. I
bought it new in It was my first motorcycle. They were actually 73cc. It is stamped in the side of
the cylinder by the exhaust port. A little while back I opened up a thread on the japanese forum
asking about what had happened to all the old tiddlers. Describing my experence in a boneyard
I mentioned a forlorn little yellow Yamaha that looked kinda like a trail Now I know it was a
YG-1T trailmaster missing it's fuel tank. Isn't that a quinky-dink! You guys featured it!
Motorcycle Classics is America's premier magazine for collectors and enthusiasts, dreamers
and restorers, newcomers and life long motorheads who love the sound and the beauty of
classic bikes. Sign In. Register Today! Photo by Chris Hartman. No tach on the Yamaha
Trailmaster 80, just shift when it gets noisy. Small but efficient, the 81cc engine on the Yamaha
Trailmaster 80 is a gem. Also, note the pop can-style air filter. Note the big rear sprocket on the
Yamaha Trailmaster Continue Reading. Share your thoughts. Jim Shaw. More Comments.
Related Content. Xs Print. Add to cart. How To Repair Your Motorcycle. Moto Guzzi: The
Complete Story. Ariel Red Hunter Print. The MV Agusta Museum. Red Eliason. All in the Family:
Yamaha XS The sound and the fury: celebrate the machines that changed the world! Join
Today! One of the most successful quads Polaris has ever produced was the Polaris Trailblazer
It was among the few company all-terrain vehicles that enjoyed more than 15 years of
production. Initially designed as a sport ATV, the Trailblazer did not fully realize this function
until its model. It featured a cc two-stroke engine, automatic transmission, and racy design. It
was released to the market shortly after the Consent Decree and was highly favored by
consumers who opted for a more stable, less hazardous off-road vehicle. Popular with the
common folk but a major upset for the racing community, the Trailblazer attempted to balance
function and fun. Whether the quad succeeded in doing this or not is entirely up to your
judgment. Let this guide enlighten you a bit further before you draw your conclusions. Its
overall dimensions were almost like class vehicles. While some riders did not like this feature, it

got the vote of approval from parents who had their youngsters use the vehicle. The extra
weight provided more stability, which equated to rider safety. Earlier models of the Polaris
Trailblazer sported a similar engine to the Polaris Cyclone models, which had mm carburetors,
modified cylinder porting, and higher-revving pipes. Perhaps, among the more evident
differences between the older and more recent versions of the Trailblazer is that it changed
from an air to a liquid cooling system. This change allowed for the vehicle to have a
smaller-sized carburetor. Although a two-stroke, the quad was never really meant for speed or
the roughest off-road trails. But performance upgrades, reed conversion, and carburetor swaps
could turn this four-wheeler into a race-ready machine. Over time, mechanical changes were
done on the TB to improve its transmission and handling. Front- and rear-wheel travel slightly
increased, and fuel capacity decreased. What remained unchanged was the comfortable riding
experience characteristic of any Polaris ATV. MSRP for models before the year and difficult to
find, with obscure resources online. ATVs sold dirt cheap in auction listings and trader sites are
typically those with missing parts or machines that have sat in the garage too long. Most
Trailblazer riders with a secondhand vehicle are happy with the performance of this cc machine.
They find the four-wheeler reliable and comfortable to ride. But their shared frustration is that it
does not feel like a sport vehicle. If you have a Polaris Trailblazer , parts that you need to watch
out for or inspect for potential repair or replacement are rear carrier bearings, front master
cylinder, fuel lines, hubs, and battery. The turn-key ignition, engine, and pistons are also vital to
check, as these components had caused many headaches for owners when they acted up.
Doing this will help tremendously in your decision-making. In stock form, the top-end speed of a
Polaris Trailblazer is 45 mph. There are modifications that you can do on your four-wheeler to
increase its top end. Due to developments on the quad throughout the years, the Polaris
Trailblazer has lost some original power output. Even the models with their liquid cooling
system feel a bit underpowered. Note that all these stages require clutch kits to ensure that your
clutch matches the new RPM levels and power output for each procedure. Tons of clutch kits
are available online and through parts dealers. But the best kits that you would get your hands
on are from professional racing outfits. They offer roller action kits that guarantee superb
acceleration, downshifting, and longevity of your PVT belt. The Polaris Trailblazer has its fair
share of anecdotal problems. Below are the top Trailblazer issues and their corresponding fix:.
While dealing with transmission problems can be a pain, the troubleshooting steps you need to
follow are pretty straightforward. However, take note of the following when working on these
issues:. Polaris Inc. A pioneer of the snowmobile industry, the firm has carried over its
manufacturing practices to produce quality all-terrain vehicles, motorcycles, and other electric
vehicles. The Polaris Trailblazer is a dream to ride on different terrain. If it gets more aggressive
in riding, drivers can upgrade the front coil spring to heavy-duty or dual-rate ones. Overall, the
Trailblazer is a truly great quad that has more than proven its worth during its year production
run. The off-roading community would not have minded it overstaying a bit longer. Synonymous
with hard work, the Kawasaki Mule has come a long way from its 1,class predecessor. This
multi-functional quad is no longer just for agricultural applications. Through the years, This
wheeler was Polaris' Skip to content. It has a bore-stroke ratio of 72 mm x 60 mm. The engine
displacement is cubic centimeters A rear two-wheel concentric drive system handled by a
O-ring chain transfers power from the engine to the wheels. The gearshift is left-foot-operated.
The air intake is standard and attaches to a plastic water snorkel , preventing water ingestion
when crossing streams. The vehicle wheelbase is Use your rear brakes, especially when riding
fast or downhill, to ensure you do not flip your ATV over. This suspension design lends to the
overall turning radius of 5. The seat height is 34 inches. Dry weight is lbs You can add a
speedometer, trip odometer, hour meter, and a DC outlet to the quad as an option. Front and
rear racks are also useful pieces for use around the farm. Rider Sentiments Most Trailblazer
riders with a secondhand vehicle are happy with the performance of this cc machine. Top Speed
In stock form, the top-end speed of a Polaris Trailblazer is 45 mph. The newer Polaris Trailblazer
s now have much smaller ports, a smaller carburetor, and a low-revving engine, attributing to its
conservative power output of 22 HP. Many riders find this figure feeble. This setup works even
with the Polaris Trailblazer Match the new torquer pipe with cylinder porting. Cylinder porting
works best not only with the torquer pipe but also with head machining. Add a top-end pipe. If
you want ultimate power output from your add-on Polaris Trailblazer parts and cylinder porting,
it is best to fit your four-wheeler with a top-end pipe. Not only does it work great with a ported
cylinder, but it also ensures that you do not have any loss of bottom-end torque. Replace the
stock carburetor. You may stop at step 3, or you may complete all four stages by doing this last
enhancement. That is a HP combined power gain that you will get as a result. Increasing your
ponies by this much will surely make and cc vehicles eat your dust! Transmission Issues The
Polaris Trailblazer has its fair share of anecdotal problems. Below are the top Trailblazer issues

and their corresponding fix: No-Start Issue. If your engine does not start, it could be due to
several probable causes, such as the lack of fuel, dirt in the fuel lines or filter, plugged tank
vent, flooded engine, low compression, the lack of a spark, or a rusty starter gear. Rectifying
this problem could range from something as simple as adding the required amount of fuel to
lubing the shaft to cleaning clogged vents, lines, and filters or replacing them if deemed
uncleanable to repairing your ignition system. Regularly inspecting your carburetor, ignition,
and vent systems for required replacement or cleanup help prevent this problem. No-Rev Issue.
Another common problem with Trailblazer models is that the engine idles but does not rev up.
Check for obstruction in the air intake, restrictions in the exhaust system, and incorrect carb
jetting. A broken throttle cable, ETC limiting speed, and wrong ignition timing are also other
probable causes. To fix, you need to either replace the throttle cab
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le, follow jetting specifications, adjust ignition timing, or repair the air intake, ETC, reverse
speed limiter, and exhaust system when applicable. Smoke Buildup. Experienced owners would
advise you to inspect your air-fuel ratio and if there is overheating. A properly functioning
cooling system, clean carburetor, proper jetting, proper lubrication of engine parts, and fuel use
with the right Octane rating help eliminate this problem. Squealing Sound. Start-up issues
accompanied by engine noise can be quite tricky and may be easy to confuse with several
probable causes. What is certain is that it is usually indicative of a more complicated problem.
You may notice that your motor does not stay running for long, may seize up, or could be hard
to pull at times rendering your electric starter useless. The resolution to this is pretty much the
same as what you do for a no-start issue or no-rev issue. This video by Mattgx demonstrates
how to resolve transmission problems:. Continue Reading.

