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In the BMW was named one of 25 finalists for Car of the Century by a worldwide panel of
automotive journalists. Frank Pratt won the Australian Grand Prix driving a After the Second
World War , the manufacturing plant in Eisenach where the had been built found itself in the
Soviet occupation zone , and automobile manufacturing in Eisenach would follow a
state-directed path until German Reunification in Fiedler, the BMW engineer, was persuaded to
come, too. Bristol Cars was set up to build complete cars, called Bristols, and would also
supply engines to Frazer Nash for all their post-war cars. The first Bristol car, the , was heavily
based on the BMW plans. This Bristol engine was also an option in AC cars , before the Cobra.
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steel ladder frame [3]. Wikimedia Commons has media related to BMW DA-3 Wartburg. It is the
successor to the 02 Series and has been produced in seven different generations. The M
version of the 3 series, M3 , debuted with the E30 M3 in At launch, all models used carburetted
4-cylinder engines; however, fuel-injected models were introduced in late and 6-cylinder
engines were added in A cabriolet body style â€” manufactured by Baur â€” was available from
to On introduction in , the E30 was produced solely in the 2-door sedan body style. Four-door
sedan models were introduced in , convertibles were introduced in and estate "Touring" models
were introduced in The E30 was the first 3 Series to be available in wagon and 4-door sedan
body styles. It was also the first 3 Series to offer a diesel engine, and all-wheel drive was
introduced to the 3 Series range with the iX model. The E36 was the first 3 Series to be offered
in a hatchback body style. It was also the first 3 Series to be available with a 6-speed manual
transmission in the M3 , a 5-speed automatic transmission and a four-cylinder diesel engine.
The multi-link rear suspension was also a significant upgrade compared with previous
generations of the 3 Series. The E36 was named in Car and Driver magazine's 10Best list for
every year it was on sale. The M3 model is powered by the S50 and S52 straight-six engines. It
was sold in coupe, sedan and convertible body styles. The E46 generation introduced various
electronic features to the 3 Series, including satellite navigation, electronic brake-force
distribution, rain-sensing wipers and LED tail-lights. Due to the separate model codes for each
body style, the term "E9X" is sometimes used to describe this generation of the 3 Series. In , the
i became the first 3 Series model to be sold with a turbocharged petrol engine. The E90 also saw
the introduction of run-flat tires to the 3 Series range. Consequently, cars with run-flats are not
equipped with a spare tire. It was released in and was produced in sedan, coupe and cabriolet
body styles. A long wheelbase sedan is also available in China. A new body style was
introduced into the 3 Series range: the 3 Series Gran Turismo , a long-wheelbase hatchback. In ,
a plug-in hybrid drivetrain was first used in the 3 Series, in the e model. The M3 version
designated F80, the first time an M3 has used a separate model designation was released in and
is powered by the S55 twin-turbo straight-6 engine. Production ended in with the end of F31
Touring production in June. The official images of the vehicle were revealed a day prior to its
unveiling. The seventh generation of the 3 Series is also offered as a station wagon. It's been
announced that the M3 will come back for the model year, codenamed G80 from the 7th
generation 3 Series G The 3 Series has been on Car and Driver magazine's annual 10Best list 22
times, from through , making it the longest running entry in the list. From Wikipedia, the free
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sedans. Sports car. Z4 E The F30 is the first generation of 3 Series to be powered by a range of
turbocharged engines exclusively and electric power steering replacing the hydraulic power
steering systems used previously. A new plug-in hybrid F30 model was also introduced in The
M3 model designated F80 was introduced in and is powered by the S55 twin-turbocharged
straight-six engine. The F30 was unveiled in Munich on 14 October , [6] with market launch and
first customer deliveries on 11 February The F30 sedan debuted at the Geneva Motor Show in

March [8] and was the first of the sixth generation 3 Series models to go on sale. The i, d, and d
models were added to the F30 range in March In the United States, the arrival of the
four-cylinder models marked the first time a 3 Series was sold with a four-cylinder petrol engine,
since the E36 i of the late s. The 5-door fastback body style has a designation of F34 and is
marketed as the 3 Series Gran Turismo, with styling similar to the 5 Series Gran Turismo.
Although it features a rear hatchback, the 3 Series GT is not considered a successor to the â€”
3 Series Compact 3-door hatchbacks. The Gran Turismo body style was discontinued for the
following generation, the G20 3 series as it proved to be unsuccessful in terms of sales.
All-wheel drive was available in the "i xDrive" and "d xDrive" models. The F34 received a facelift
"Life Cycle Impulse" in mid, a year after the facelift was introduced for the other body styles of
the F30 generation. A long-wheelbase sedan model having a designation of F35, was produced
for the Chinese market. The vehicle was produced in BMW's Shenyang production plant, and
has chrome trim on the doors to distinguish it from the regular F30 sedans. The F35 was
unveiled at Auto China in Beijing. Initial models included the Li, Li and Li. Headlamps now
connect to a wide kidney grill. Tail lamps also sport a wide "L" shape design seen in many BMW
models. In the sedan models, the rear headroom, leg room and shoulder room increased
compared with their E90 predecessors. Options include heated front seats, split-fold rear seats,
satellite navigation and a widescreen display in the centre console. The petrol models initially
used the turbocharged 4-cylinder N13 , 4-cylinder N20 and 6-cylinder N55 engines. This meant
that the i and i models traditionally powered by naturally-aspirated 6-cylinder engines now used
the turbocharged 4-cylinder N20 engine. The diesel models initially used the 4-cylinder N47 and
6-cylinder N57 turbocharged engines. For the facelift, the 4-cylinder models were updated to the
B47 engine, while the 6-cylinder models retained the N57 engine. The M3 version designated
F80, the first time an M3 has used a separate model code was introduced in It is powered by the
S55 twin-scroll-turbocharged straight-six engine. Production of the M3 halted in October The
first units were registered in Europe by late and North American sales began in The facelift "Life
Cycle Impulse" versions were released in for the model year. Production of F30 generation
began with the sedan body style on 28 October The following are the sales of the 3 Series,
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Commons. Compact executive D. N13B16 inline B38A15M0 inline N55B30M0 inline The E92 i
was the first 3 Series model produced with a turbocharged petrol engine. Cars with run-flats are
not equipped with a spare tyre. Introduced in , [2] it uses the BMW S65 naturally aspirated V8
engine and was produced in sedan, coupe and convertible body styles. The design for the fifth
generation 3 Series was frozen in mid, approximately 30 months before the start of production.
The range was introduced in March for MY with the sedan and wagon body styles. Production of
the E90 concluded after the model year, succeeded by the F30 for Trim levels typically were
similar to the E90 sedan, however the M3 wasn't produced in the wagon body style. Several
markets outside Europe only offered a small subset of models in the wagon body style. In the
United States and Canada, the only wagon model available prior to was the xi, [13] and then the
i and xi from onwards. These include the tail-light design L-shaped on the coupe , more steeply
angled headlights and smaller side windows. For later generations, these body styles are
marketed as the 4 Series. The E93 convertible was BMW's first model to use a retractable

hardtop folding metal roof , instead of the cloth roof as previously used. The E93 was one of
first retractable hardtops in its price range. The E93's side windows are 30 percent larger than
its E46 convertible predecessor, resulting in a 38 percent increase in visibility. Official
specifications are as follows: [22]. At the front, MacPherson struts with an aluminum hub carrier
and aluminum dual lower links forming a virtual pivot point are used. This design was
previously used on all 5, 7 and 8 series BMW models. The rear suspension is a 5-link Multi-link
suspension , with fabricated steel subframe, fabricated steel control arms, and cast iron carrier.
There have been 49 original wheel styles produced for this model. Optional features some of
which are standard on higher models include Xenon headlamps, automatic climate control,
parking sensors , power-adjustable seats, satellite navigation, glass sunroof, heated front seats,
Bluetooth and USB audio input. Optional equipment could be ordered individually or combined
into packages. Optional interior colours, known as BMW Individual, were also available at extra
cost. The contents of the 'Premium Package' varies according to model year and market. The B3
was powered by turbocharged 6-cylinder petrol engine and the D3 was powered by a
turbocharged 4-cylinder diesel engine. Its position in the model lineup was between the regular i
and the M3, and approximately 4, units were produced. The is uses a higher performance
version of the N54 engine, which increases boost from 8. Transmission options were a 7-speed
double clutch transmission DCT with launch control or a 6-speed manual transmission. The
manual transmission has an upgraded clutch compared to the regular i. Other changes
compared to the i include stiffer engine mounts, a higher-flow exhaust system, an upgraded
cooling system, a different steering wheel, sport seats and "is" badging on dash and in the
instrument cluster. In September , the facelift LCI versions of the sedan and wagon were
released for the model year. Styling changes included front and rear bumpers, wing mirrors,
headlights, taillights, boot lid, wider kidney grilles and revised crease lines for the bonnet. The
new xDrive models received xDrive badges on the bumper and both the right and left sides right
below the side marker lamps. For the interior, crash-activated head restraints were added to the
front seats, the optional "Professional" navigation system was updated, iDrive was updated and
the resolution of the display was increased. For the model year, [47] the Sport, Lifestyle and
Exclusive Edition were introduced for sedan and wagon models. The d wagon model was
added, as was the d EfficientDynamics Edition sedan. Mechanical changes included compliance
with the EU5 emission standard, EU6 emission compliance optional for the d and d models,
power increases for the d, d, d and d models, the N54 engine in the i being replaced by N55
engine, and additional features for BMW ConnectedDrive. The Euro NCAP noted the poor
pedestrian protection awarding 4 points out of 36, reporting the 3 Series was "very
disappointing" in this measure. The 3 Series received "Good" marks in all six of the frontal
crash test categories, [50] and "Good" marks in six of the nine categories in the side impact
test. The convertible is rated "Marginal" in side impacts, [52] making the 3 Series convertible the
lowest rated vehicle currently sold in its class in IIHS tests. In November , BMW recalled , 3
Series cars from model years â€”11 with climate control system electronic components at risk
of overheating, due to a faulty blower motor. In , Norbert Reithofer and Development Chief
Burkhard Goeschel started an initiative to halve the time it took to reach full production of the
next generation 3 Series from six months to three. First marketed in March , the car quickly
became BMW Group's best-selling car worldwide, and by the end of the year , vehicles had been
delivered. The E90 marked the 15th consecutive year that the 3 Series was named on Car and
Driver's 10Best. Units sold according to BMW's annual reports: [74]. From Wikipedia, the free
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Compact executive car D. The BMW N52 is a naturally aspirated straight-six petrol engine which
was produced from However, in markets such as the United States, Canada, Australia and
Malaysia, the N53 was deemed unsuitable due to the high levels of sulfur in the fuel. Compared
with its M54 predecessor, the N52 features Valvetronic variable valve lift , [7] a lighter block due
to the use of a magnesium alloy [8] and an electric water pump replacing the belt-driven water
pump [9] [10] and a variable output oil pump. Higher output versions of the N52 use a
three-stage variable length intake manifold also called "DISA". The N52 engine block is made
from a combination of magnesium and aluminium. Therefore, BMW used a magnesium alloy for
the crankcase shell, with an aluminum 'inner block' to overcome the limitations of magnesium
alloys. The 3. Variations in power output are often due to different intake manifolds and
variations of engine management software. In , BMW recalled , six-cylinder models i, i , due to
reports of the heater for the crankcase ventilation valve short-circuiting and causing a fire. From
Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. Straight-6 DOHC piston engine. Motor vehicle engine.
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continues in parallel. The N20 features a twin-scroll turbocharger, double-VANOS variable valve
timing , Valvetronic variable valve lift , direct injection , automatic stop-start [2] and an electric
water pump. The N20 was placed in Wards Top 10 Engines in It has been well documented in
online forums, that thousands of early production N20 engines were manufactured with faulty
internal plastic timing chain guides. Evidence indicates that defective polycarbonate
compositions were utilized in the manufacturing process for the timing chain guide, and as a
result over a very short period of time the rigid plastic guides would break down and deteriorate
in the engine with little or no warning. Upon failure of these internal plastic components, the
timing chain slackens becomes loose and "skips time" by jumping teeth on upper cam shaft
sprocket, a phenomenon that causes catastrophic damage to the engine by un-synchronizing
the cam shafts and valve train. In , a class action lawsuit [4] was filed by several owners against
BMW seeking redress for the faulty units. In BMW attempted to dismiss the class action lawsuit.
District Judge William H. Walls also ruled that the automaker cannot escape the suit entirely.
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producing engines for automobiles, motorcycles and aircraft since , when the company began
production of an inline-six aircraft engine. They have been producing automobile engines since
BMW is well known for its history of inline-six straight-six engines, a layout it continues to use
to this day despite most other manufacturers switching to a V6 layout. The more common
inline-four and V8 layouts are also produced by BMW, and at times the company has produced
inline-three , V10 and V12 engines. Prototype V16 engines have been made, however they have
not reached production. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. Wikipedia list article. Main
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parallel. If you're in the market for a compact luxury sport sedan, the BMW 3 Series should be

near the top of your list. Whether you're enjoying its blend of features and refinement or putting
its smooth optional engine to the test, you'll probably come away with a positive impression.
Let's find out more about all this well-rounded car has to offer. It's shaping up to be another
banner year for the BMW 3 Series sedan and wagon. One could argue that BMW has lost its
traditional sporting edge in some respects, but when it comes to the compact luxury sport
segment, the 3 Series continues to stand apart. Facing fierce competition from fresh-faced
rivals, BMW has responded with a number of changes for that help keep the 3 Series current.
Even without them, though, this would still be the segment front runner, both for avowed
driving enthusiasts and for shoppers who just prefer a pleasing luxury car experience. Don't
blink. You might miss the 3 Series' refreshed front-end styling, which can be accented with new
LED headlights. Headlining this year's updates is a brand-new engine for the six-cylinder 3
Series sedan, which gets a new i name to mark the occasion. Though it retains its
predecessor's turbocharged 3. It's a timely improvement, as our performance testing showed
that the i was barely quicker than the fuel-sipping four-cylinder i, making the six-cylinder's price
premium hard to rationalize. Notably, the i is offered with a six-speed manual transmission in
both rear- and all-wheel-drive layouts, something few luxury automakers bother with these
days. The performance-minded ActiveHybrid 3 has been discontinued and replaced by the e
plug-in hybrid. It isn't as fleet-footed as its predecessor, but it is more fuel-efficient and you can
stretch your mileage further by charging up. The other changes for are relatively minor. BMW
has tweaked the styling front and rear, but you've got to be a hard-core fan to notice the
difference. Similarly, there are a few new interior touches -- a gloss-black center console, for
example, with a handy lid for the cupholders -- but we'd hardly call them game-changing.
Fundamentally, though, this is the same 3 Series we've known and loved since , and the
competition is still scrambling to keep up. The most direct threat to the 3 Series' throne comes
in the form of the Mercedes-Benz C-Class, which entices with its baby-S-Class styling,
appealing feature set and strong performance. The Audi A4 or the related Allroad wagon is
getting up there in years, but it's a satisfying choice nonetheless with its nimble handling and
understated elegance. But if you want the best of everything in one place, the BMW 3 Series
keeps on leading the way. The BMW 3 Series is available in sedan and wagon body styles. A
hatchback model, the 3 Series Gran Turismo, is reviewed separately, as are the coupe and
convertible, which are collectively known as the BMW 4 Series. Sedans come in i, i, d, e and i
trim levels. Rear-wheel drive is standard, but all except the e, which is rear-drive only are
offered with all-wheel drive, which BMW calls xDrive. The wagon is available only in i xDrive and
d xDrive trims. Standard features for the entry-level i include inch alloy wheels with run-flat
tires, automatic headlights, foglights, remote keyless entry, push-button start, automatic wipers,
cruise control, dual-zone automatic climate control, six-way manually adjustable front seats,
leatherette premium vinyl upholstery, a leather-wrapped tilt-and-telescoping steering wheel,
BMW Assist emergency telematics, Bluetooth phone and audio connectivity, the iDrive
electronics interface, a 6. The i sedan adds a more powerful version of the i's engine, LED
foglights, the Sport Line trim package gloss-black exterior accents, anthracite headliner, sport
instrumentation and way power-adjustable sport front seats , power-folding auto-dimming side
mirrors with heating, an auto-dimming rearview mirror, wood trim, driver memory functions and
split-folding rear seatbacks. The i and d wagons, too, are comparably equipped and also come
with a panoramic sunroof. The i sedan adds the six-cylinder engine, inch alloy wheels, LED
headlights, matte chrome exterior trim, keyless ignition and entry including a power trunk lid
with a foot sensor , a sunroof and a speaker Harman Kardon audio system optional on most
other models. There are several bundled option packages for the 3 Series. The i alone is eligible
for a Sport package that adds inch wheels, the anthracite headliner, manually adjustable sport
seats and an M steering wheel. The i's Premium package adds a few of the higher trims'
standard items, including auto-dimming mirrors, keyless entry and ignition and the sunroof, and
it also adds power front seats of the non-sport variety with four-way power lumbar and satellite
radio. The 's Premium package is pared down to keyless entry and ignition, the sunroof,
satellite radio and power lumbar, though it also adds leather upholstery. The Cold Weather
package requires optional leather upholstery includes a heated steering wheel, heated front and
rear seats and headlight washers. The Lighting package consists of LED headlights and
foglights on the i, while the trims get an enhanced version with adaptive LED headlights and
automatic high beams that are separately optional on the i. The Track Handling package
includes variable-ratio steering, M sport brakes, lightweight inch wheels and adaptive
suspension dampers. The M Sport package adds inch wheels, an aero body kit, unique trim
elements, an M steering wheel and a sport-tuned suspension. The Luxury package unlocks a
variety of upholstery and trim pieces that allow further personalization. Neither is offered on the
i. Going with the Technology package also not available on the i gets you a voice-controlled

navigation system, a higher-resolution 8. For extra safety, the Driver Assistance package
provides a rearview camera along with front and rear parking sensors. Stand-alone options,
depending on trim, include some of the above features plus rear side window sunshades, an
automated parking system and adaptive cruise control. All-wheel drive AWD is standard on 3
Series wagons. A six-speed manual is a no-cost option on RWD gas-powered sedans and the i
AWD, but the wagon comes only with the eight-speed automatic transmission. Certain
automatic-equipped 3 Series cars have a "sport" version of this transmission with steering
wheel paddle shifters. Both the manual and the automatic come with an automatic stop-start
function that turns off the engine when the car stops in order to save fuel. The i has a
turbocharged 2. Considering we recorded a decent 7. We duplicated the EPA's combined target
on our own mile mixed-driving evaluation route. The i model uses a more powerful version of
the i's engine, rated at hp and lb-ft of torque. The EPA estimates an automatic-equipped i will
achieve 27 mpg combined , while the manual and all-wheel-drive versions wagon included are
rated at 26 mpg combined, excellent numbers for this class. A i M Sport automatic posted a
swift 5. The d models have a turbocharged 2. This engine only comes with the automatic.
Rear-drive d sedans are rated at 36 mpg combined , while the d xDrive sedan and wagon are
both rated at 34 mpg combined. On our mile evaluation loop, we achieved an admirable 34 mpg
in a d wagon. The diesel is also pretty quick; we recorded a 7. The i sedan has a turbocharged 3.
An all-wheel-drive i we tested accelerated from zero to 60 mph in a remarkable 4. Finally, there's
the e hybrid, which utilizes a turbocharged 2. Total combined output for the engine and motor is
hp and lb-ft of torque. The e's battery can be charged from a volt outlet in 2. At the Edmunds
test track, a e sprinted from 0 to 60 mph in 6. Every BMW 3 Series comes standard with antilock
brakes, traction and stability control, front side airbags, side curtain airbags and front knee
airbags. The stability control system integrates several features designed to improve braking
performance, such as periodically wiping the brake rotors dry when the windshield wipers are in
use and automatically snugging the pads to the rotors when the driver abruptly lifts off the gas.
BMW Assist emergency communications is standard and includes automatic crash notification,
stolen vehicle recovery and on-demand roadside assistance. Options include parking sensors
front and rear , a rearview camera, surround- and side-view cameras, blind spot monitoring, a
lane departure warning system, frontal collision warning and frontal collision mitigation with
automatic braking includes pedestrian detection. The d xDrive wagon failed to impress,
however, requiring a long feet. In government crash testing, the current-generation 3 Series
sedan received five out of five stars for overall crash protection, with four stars for total frontal
protection and five for total side protection. The Insurance Institute for Highway Safety gave the
sedan the highest possible rating of "Good" in the moderate-overlap frontal-offset crash test
but a second-worst "Marginal" in the small-overlap frontal-offset crash test. In the remaining
tests, the 3 Series received a "Good" rating in the side-impact, roof-strength and seat and head
restraint whiplash protection tests. The BMW 3 Series delivers the best all-around driving
experience of any compact luxury sport sedan. The ride is smooth and quiet no matter which
driveline, wheels and tires you choose, making the 3 Series a fantastic choice for road trips and
local jaunts alike. Power delivery is strong, complemented by benchmark handling and
exemplary composure when going around turns. Having said that, the i is a desirable upgrade
over the i for its exemplary combination of performance and fuel efficiency. The plug-in e and
diesel d are excellent choices if maximizing your fuel economy potential is a priority, while the
six-cylinder i promises improved performance relative to the discontinued i that more easily
justifies its higher price. The 3 Series' subtly dynamic styling hints at the performance potential
within. One annoyance can be the unrefined nature of the automatic engine stop-start function.
Thankfully, this fuel-saving feature can be disabled for drivers who find it tiresome. For
traditional BMW driving enthusiasts, the steering will likely be the weakest link in this package.
Most consumers will find it very precise, but it lacks the organic feel that made older BMWs feel
special. Also, the variable-ratio steering option is sometimes criticized for responses that are
out of sync with the driver inputs, so be sure to sample this technology before signing up for it.
The 3 Series cabin combines classic BMW design cues with thoroughly contemporary
technology. The familiar analog gauges provide a historical link with BMWs of previous
decades, and materials quality remains exceptional throughout. Perceived build quality is also
high. However, while the standard 6. The touchpad on top of the iDrive controller can be used to
handwrite inputs using your finger. Overall, iDrive is pretty easy to use, thanks to
straightforward menus, crisp graphics and quick processing times. But compared to some rival
systems, it typically requires a few more twirls and clicks to get what you want. The 3 Series has
a remarkably accommodating backseat. Even 5 Series shoppers might be pleasantly surprised.
The base i's manually adjusted front seats are comfortable and supportive, while the upgraded
sport seats are even more so. There's an impressive range of adjustments regardless of

whether you get manual or power operation. If rear seat accommodations are a priority, you
won't find a more spacious backseat in this class. Rear legroom is particularly generous. Trunk
space is above average in the sedan 13 cubic feet , while the wagon offers a maximum cargo
capacity of 53 cubic feet with its seats folded. That's about the same as the rival Audi Allroad.
Popular searches. My notifications My Account. More about the 3 Series. View Photos. Write a
review See all 4 reviews. The best engine, worst infotainment. BMW knows how to build a car
and engine. Nothing is more frustrating then getting into a fantastic driving machine only to
have a infotainment system that is literally useless. With constant reboots, freezing and
sometime not even turning on , all without the ability to totally shut the system off, you quickly
find out how much you just want out of the car. I still love the brand , BMW makes true luxury
sports car and the build quality shows all of that. Interior is symplistic and comfortable and lush
in soft touch areas and high quality hardware and leathers. Seats are firm and supportive,
engine noise is let in just enough to let the driver feel truly satisfied when stepping on the gas
peddle. The sport seats hug but and can be tight for larger frames , but have the option of
electronic adjustability. Fast joy to drive. Read more. Read less. Entry level luxury plus sporty
performance. Simply put the best drivers car in this segment! I tried them all and this one feels
the most connected to the road. Put it in sports plus mode and it becomes a different animal'
Owned this car for over a year now. No mechanical issues. Still feels good. No noises or rattles
to speak of. Still very happy with my choice. Just past the 2 year mark. Still happy with my
choice. No mechanical problems. Low cost of ownership. All maintenance still covered. Great
car! The lease payments were the hook, very affordable and I wanted to have this BMW driving
experience. However, after adding the protection add ons, due to my lease paranoia, i. Anyway,
the car felt great at the test drive and the during the time I had it. It performed as expected and
was everything BMW said it would be. My only negative was on the interior. The head and leg
room were perfect, however, after the first month I realized it was just too small In the shoulder
space for a man of my size 6 foot, lbs, size 56 reg jacket. In the end, I should have opted for the
5 series. Best 4-banger for your buck. This is a great car! It's fast especially in sport plus mode
with the transmission lever kicked to the left , fun to drive, handles confidently, looks and feels
elegant at least with the leather seats and wood trim and has intuitive tech features. I also love
the car's styling- It's sporty and aggressive, but refined enough to take to a michelin rated
restaurant or valet park at the Ritz. Overall, I think the i and i are a best-of-all-worlds choice. You
can't go wrong with this car. Write a review. Automatic stop-start system is intrusive limited
feature availability on base i. Vehicle overview. For , every 3 Series receives mild exterior styling
updates and interior trim enhancements, along with a smattering of suspension and steering
tweaks that are said to improve handling precision. The six-cylinder sedan gets a name change
from i to i, a new engine with more output and a standard speaker stereo. The ActiveHybrid 3
has been discontinued, and the e plug-in hybrid has taken its place. LED headlights are now
available, as are automatic remote updates for the navigation system and a new Track Handling
package that replaces the Dynamic Handling package. Finally, the Sport Line package is now
standard on all but the i, though it comes without last year's M sport suspension, which is
available separately. Sign Up. Progress is often a compromise. In the case of the BMW 3-series,
that compromise is between the "sport" and "sedan" sides of the car's personality: quick
reflexes and driver feedback versus comfort, speed, and isolation. While it's no secret that the
Three is an industry standardâ€”most carmakers willingly admit to using it as the sport-sedan
benchmarkâ€”the gap between BMW and its competition has never been smaller. So why are we
looking at two BMWs? Because their differences are telling. First, the nameplate that everyone
once loved is still amazing but no longer as universally adored, and a lot of people are
wondering why. Second, if you examine where the 3-series is going, you learn something about
the industry that follows it. The maroon car here is a iâ€”six cylinders, hp. Its basic shell, known
as the E90 chassis, was sold from â€” The red one is a iâ€”four cylinders, hp, Sport package a
necessity, as the standard i suspension is Camry-cushy. Its platform, designated F30, debuted
for Both of our test cars have manual transmissions, because duh. We decided against the i
because the i is BMW's volume model, and besides, it's the one we'd buy with our own money.
Also, the model's recent switch to a four-cylinder pays enormous dividends in EPA
fuel-economy testing. More on that later. It's obvious that these are similar cars. The F30 is
prettier, especially next to this pre-face-lift E90, with the latter's milk-mustache grille and
awkward taillights. The new Three's extra length pays off in a roomier back seat. Then again, we
piled four six-footers into the E90, and each was comfortable enough to spend an hour or two in
the car. To what end that extra space? Our old i's base seat and steering wheel aren't as
comfortable as this new car's sport-package setup, but all of its interior materials feel a full
class more expensive than the new car's. And that's everywhere, from the switchgear to the
center console to the glove box. In back, the difference is more pronounced, where the new car

feels rental-car grade. Its trunk space is bigger on paper but no more usable. On rough roads,
the F30 Sport-pack rides better than the non-Sport E90, likely thanks to its adaptive suspension.
The F30 also seems quieter at first, but the racket transmitted from front-end bumps is
surprising, and at highway speeds, the sunroof produces too much wind noise to leave open.
Neither is a problem on the old car. The new car's electrically assisted power steering is quite
good and, thanks to software updates, will likely get better , but it's not great, and when it
occasionally communicates what the chassis is doing, it tells you what just happened. The
E90's hydraulic steering, by contrast, tells you what's about to happen. That's an important
distinction as you're approaching the limits of a car's suspension: "Dude, you're sideways" is a
different thing from "Don't feed in any more throttle, because your rear tires are about to break
traction. So far, it's a toss-up. But then we come to the engine. The E90's musical straight-six
dominates the experience from the second you start it, the cabin buzzing with excitement from
idle to redline. You feel the engine's subtle vibes in the shifter and row the gears just for the fun
of it. That just doesn't happen in the F BMW's N20 is an extraordinarily well-behaved turbo four,
but even the best four can't compete with a world-class six. The Bavarians wisely isolated the
cabin from the four-cylinder's noise and vibration, but the resulting disconnect turns this BMW
into more of a BmW. Motor is no longer this car's true middle name. The four is acoustically
absent under rpm, then comes alive with a satisfying, purposeful snarl, albeit one that only lasts
for a thousand revs. With the acoustic reward largely absent, you find yourself keeping rpm low
and riding the wave of turbo torque. In terms of real-world speed, the two cars are evenly
matched, posting identical results on the 5-tomph rolling-start test, where the naturally
aspirated six's instant response beats the four's turbo lag. On the conventional 0â€”60 run, the
more powerful four-banger is 0. Not so fast. In real-world driving, we observed a gain of less
than 1. At that rate, all of the new car's expensive technology would save a tank roughly Is that
trade-off worth it? Our decision was unanimous: We liked the old car better, if only by a slight
margin. And later, when we hopped into a post-face-lift, Sport-package-equipped E90 i, it was
game over for the F No contest. As a premium luxury vehicle with all manner of tech gizmos, the
new i might equalâ€”or betterâ€”the old. But for driving enthusiasts, the E90 remains the
benchmark. The F30 might be bigger and prettier, but to us, it's not necessarily better. Join
Now. New Cars. Car Culture. Type keyword s to search. Today's Top Stories. Drew Magary
Reviews the Toyota Sienna. This content is created and maintained by a third party, and
imported onto this page to help users provide their email addresses. You may be able to find
more information about this and similar content at piano. Advertisement - Continue Reading
Below. More From New Cars. The well-received model has been around since and had launched
the sixth generation BMW 3 Series in May of Originally appeared in the sporting compact
segment, the line-up was produced to replace the legendary BMW Coupe. Today, the 3 Series is
one of the most popular models that the brand offers. The 3 Series came to the U. The agile 2.
The E21 was paired with a 4-speed manual transmission and has a top speed of MPH. The first i
US production model year ran from to A variant model of the BMW i fitted with a 1. The E21 1.
The iS E21 was rated at the same horsepower as the i E21 at HP, but it was fitted with an
upgraded 5-speed overdrive manual transmission. The new sports sedan was an instant hit. By ,
worldwide sales of the first generation 3 Series include the BMW , , , i had reached an
astounding 1. From to U. The first to be brought on stage was the BMW i. It was equipped with a
small 1. Although ticketed at double the price of its predecessor i, the newly released BMW i
came in with the same 2-door body style and similar cosmetic setup as the outgoing model. The
price increase had reasonable justification, and it came from the aerodynamically tweaked
constructions and the significant emphasis on body strength. Immediate to follow was the
release of the BMW e. This model was a bigger and bolder statement piece. Featured the same
inline 6-cylinder as the e, the 2. In , the 2-door model received a 4-door Sedan variant and was
upgraded to the four-speed transmission. In addition, a 2-door es sports version of the e with
antilock four-wheel disc brakes and prominent front spoiler emerged as the i slowly phased out
of the line-up. The model was equipped with HP, lb-ft of torque, and it went from 0 to 60 mph in
7. During â€” U. It started off by making the 4-door saloon its flagship body type. Then, the 3
Series made several important changes which paved the road for its future generations. The
third generation featured the 3. Its output was increased to HP and went from 0 to 60 mph in just
under 6. The 4-door Sedan was released in the U. There was much effort made to the design and
technology improvement for the BMW E One distinctive upgrade made to the chassis of the E36
was the replacement of the semi-trailing arm suspension by the Z-axle rear suspension with the
multilink system. The new technology enabled better tire traction and improved handling on
rough roads to achieve smoother rides. By this time, the 3 Series had become a well-received
popular model in the United States and worldwide. Physically, the BMW E46 had a subtle
increase in body size, taking the measurements to inches in length 1. The 2. The new inline-6

engines utilized lighter aluminum block to achieve a reduction in unsprung weight. In the next
two years, both the BMW and engines received power upgrades except for the wagon model. In
, the 2. The i, on the other hand, swapped out its engine with a bigger 3. In addition, the
all-wheel-drive xDrive option was brought back to the 4-door Sedan and the Wagon versions to
create the xi and the xi respectively. In , by the end of the BMW E46 era, the 3 Series had already
received a facelift with a redesigned front and brand-new tail lights. Significant cosmetic and
mechanical changes were done to improve the design and performance of the fifth generation 3
Series. The longer wheelbase 1. Then there was the power boost. Both the i and the i were
upgraded to the new 3. New technologies such as the iDrive system and Active Steering were
also introduced to make the driving experience even more exceptional. The retractable hardtop
was a breakthrough with its seamless operations and the sporty design. The hardtop
convertible pulled HP with lb-ft of torque and went from 0 to 60 mph in just around 5 seconds.
Both models were retired and replaced by the novel i and i. The BMW i featured a 3. The new 3
Series was available in Sedan, Coupe, and Convertible forms, with xDrive options offered to the
Sedan and the Coupe versions. In , the 4-cylinder and 6-cylinder TwinPower Turbo engines were
made available in the i and i respectively. This finalized the chapter for the fifth generation of the
BMW 3 Series. We were looking at a lengthier body 3. The overall profile was enlarged to create
more interior room for added comfort. In addition, the widened door-opening angles and a liter
increase in the trunk space also contributed to the overall capacious impression. The new
lineup was rated at HP and reached 0 to 60 mph in 5. The slightly reduced horsepower brought
about the benefit of weight reduction and fuel efficiency. Even the upgraded interior gave off the
look and feel of a premium, classic BMW Sedan. Furthermore, the affordability of the 3 Series
was by no means a sacrifice to the quality or the upscale comfort. Its compact yet efficient
dimensions are the perfect demonstrations for supreme handling, agility, convenience, and
efficiency. Today, from its aerodynamic exteriors to the innovative technologies, the new 3
Series continues to lead the Sedan Segment with its new technology and achievement. See our
complete guide on the BMW 3 Series. At its sixth generation, the iconic model has evolved and
transformed. The prevalent 4-door Sedan became the classic representation of the well-received
BMW 3 Series model type. We are excited to see what is in store for this classic BMW model in
the new generations to come. Also see our complete guide to the BMW M3 history and
evolution. There are some who claim that you haven't truly Read More. Necessary cookies are
absolutely essential for the website to function properly. This category only includes cookies
that ensures basic functionalities and security features of the website. These cookies do not
store any personal information. Any cookies that may not be particularly necessary for the
website to function and is used specifically to collect user personal data via analytics, ads,
other embedded contents are termed as non-necessary cookies. It is mandatory to procure user
consent prior to running these cookies on your website. The BMW i E21 2. The BMW i E21 1.
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BMW i E30 Although ticketed at double the price of its predecessor i, the newly released BMW i
came in with the same 2-door body style and similar cosmetic setup as the outgoing model.
What is BMW Alpina? Maintenance Z4. Maintenance M. We use cookies on our website to give
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consent. Close Privacy Overview This website uses cookies to improve your experience while
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are stored on your browser as they are essential for the working of basic functionalities of the
website. We also use third-party cookies that help us analyze and understand how you use this
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