Vw beetle headlight problems

Volkswagen New Beetle owners have reported 31 problems related to headlights under the
exterior lighting category. The most recently reported issues are listed below. Also please
check out the statistics and reliability analysis of Volkswagen New Beetle based on all problems
reported for the New Beetle. Sensor lights come on intermittently. Not consistent and go days
between repeat issue. Dealer replaced module and it came on again. Seat belt alarm: will alarm
even when seat belt is fastened. Airbag sensor: came on then, when car was restart it would not
duplicate. Happened 3 time in a week. Headlights replaced: both replaced twice in one year. See
all problems of the Volkswagen New Beetle. I have a vw beetle that I have replaced the
headlights on about six times. The taillights have been replaced three times. Now my headlights
won't stay on. I believe this is a design flaw, because if you push on the lights, they will
comrade on. However if I hit just a small bump in the road, they will go out. This is a hazard,
especially driving in the dark. Plastic part in headlights which bulb sits in gets hot melts
causing headlight to go out. Potential for fire. My vw beetle is a I am not sure of the actual date
of the first blown light. Headlights need to be replaced 3 times a year, can only be done at a
dealer and are very expensive. Low beam headlight bulbs fail prematurely causing loss of vision
at night. New bulbs only last about 3 months before they burn out. We asked the vw dealership
if there is a remedy for the problem, but they answered "no". I know other people that have the
same problem. Headlight went out while starting the car. Dealer found a burned wiring harness
to be the cause. This could have been a major problem if both head lights would have gone out
while traveling on a dark hwy at high speed. Burned wiring harness is in my possession. Cause
as per dealer was a faulty light socket. The contact owns a Volkswagen beetle. The contact
stated that the passenger's side air bag indicator constantly illuminated. Also, the seat belt
indicator illuminated intermittently even when the vehicle was unoccupied. In addition, the
daytime running lamps would shut off, but the dealer replaced the bulbs. The contact had an
appointment to have the air bag indicator diagnosed. The current and failure mileage were
Headlamp assembly shorting out and burning assembly beyond repairable. Heat being
produced by headlamp too high and shorts out headlight. Replacement of assembly is an
option, but cause of assembly shorting out is not removed, with high probability of a repeat
short. Vw san jose, CA invoice on vw beetle lemon 3vwdd21c21m Purchased brand new.
Problems I have had with this car: 1. Rear power windows have both taken turns falling down
into the body. Will not power up. One has been replaced. Dealer now won't fix second one
because they 'don't see it as a known problem. Headliner around rear window has come
undone. Headlights have to be replaced constantly. For example; a light bulb was installed on a
Saturday, and had stopped working by the following Wednesday. Rubber coating on glove box
and on interior doors is peeling off. Dealer would not even condsider fixing or addressing. Key
assembly for arm console broke almost immediately. It took approximately 8 months, and
several reminders, to get dealer to replace. Sometimes radio stays on after key has been
removed from ignition. Air bag light stays on. Won't go off. Hand release on front passenger
seat often gets 'stuck' and will not work. Cup holder has come off track. I only drive this car
to-and-from work. It has not had any owner abuse. I will never buy another Volkswagen product.
Since new, in the past 4 years, I have had to replace the drivers side headlamp bulb 5 times and
the pass. Side headlamp bulb 4 times daytime running and low beam. Now, the daytime running
and low beam lights do no function at all! I cannot find any blown fuses or circuit breakers and
after reviewing several vw owner support sites, I'm told it is a problem with the wiring harness
do to corrosion from the windshield washer bottle spillage. The only way to drive the car at
night or dusk is by using the high beam lamps. There is obviously something wrong with the
wiring or electrical system on this car, vw beetle with the 1. I have a Volkswagen beetle and its
right head light has gone out and I have noticed that a lot of Volkswagens right headlight is out
as well not just on bettles but also its other models. Just wondering if there is a defect in there
light assembly. Multiple requests to have our New Beetle tdi headlights adjusted properly have
not been complied with by gurley-leep vw service department, since the first year of ownership,
when the car was new. When I ask why the headlights are set too low, I'm told by service
department personnel that "they're set to spec". This is a strange situation because the left
headlight illuminates the road at the same distance as the right headlight, and the gurley leep
service department people did not tell us there was a problem with the left. Bottom line: this is
apparently either a manufacturing defect or a poorly managed maintenance department; either
way it is a safety hazard and must be corrected by vw at no charge. Also had to have the
intermittent wiper relay replaced - see odi Thought I was imagining things, especially after my
last experience. Oh, here we go again! I buy a new car about every years, as I drive a lot and
want a very dependable car, with no repairs needed. I will never feel safe in a vw New Beetle
again. Headlights constantly go out while driving, have been pulled over by the police many
times due to no lights or having to drive with high beams on. This past time had to park the car

and have someone take us home, could not drive car until the next morning. Repair bills are
becoming rediculous. From sept 03 through April 04, I had 5 right rear brake lights replaced and
2 left headlights replaced on my vw New Beetle. No reason was ever given as to why they kept
failing. The dealership just kept replacing them. I finally got sick and tired of this problem and
took my car back to the dealer I purchased it from. The dealer finally acknowledged the problem
by giving me a new car; however I am now having problems with the driver window going back
down on its own. Refer to odi and I recorded the last incident as the incident date. Both
headlights were not working by the time I got to the dealer, they replaced those, turn signals
were going on and off along with the hazard lights, was told these needed to be ordered. Called
in 2 weeks and was told the parts were on manufacture backorder and they would call me when
they came in. I called every 2 weeks they part were not in. Called again every 2 weeks parts did
not come in. I have sent emails, phone calls and faxes to the dealer regarding all my complaints
and have not received a response. I have had the headlight bulbs low beams 3 times in my New
Beetle. The manufacturer suggested that I not run the lights while driving during the day. They
said that excessive use of the headlights will cause the bulbs to burn out faster. Sorry, but the
headlights come on automatically when the car is on and the parking brake is released. So the
lights are on all the time the vehicle is available for motion. The driver has no control on the use
of the headlights orther than engaging the parking brake while driving. Hmmm, does not sound
like an alternative that is useful. And vw is not reasonable in their replacement cost labor of this
part. Especially after the third time in 13 months. Left headlamp bulb burned-out. I had to
replace the driver's side headlamp at least 5 times over the life of the vehicle. The passenger
side headlamp bulb has only needed replacement once over the same time period. Headlight
malfunctions, burns out. Upon replacement, wiring harness melted. Car no longer under
warranty. Headlight is burned out. To replace it you have to take the fender off of the vehicle. A
coworker of mine also has a New Beetle and his headlight burnt out within a year. Also driving
around you constantly see New Beetles with burned out headlights. I think this must be a
manufactuerer defect that needs to be addressed. I have to note the dealership will repair it for
free since the car is less than a year old, however I don't believe the headlights should burn out
this frequently. Low beams fail must take apart and reset bulb to correct 3 times in one year
owning it. We noticed the headlight was out. The right side had already gone out and we were
able to replace the bulb with no problems. When we tried to replace the drivers side bulb, the
bulb had exploded inside the headlight assembly and we noticed that the metal end of the
halogen bulb was melted to the connector. We made an appointment with the dealer for repairs.
The dealer showed us the wiring harness which was completely melted. Additionally they said
the headlight assembly connection was also melted. The dealer commented that they were
surprised there was not a fire in the vehicle. Also replaced both bulbs at this time. Volkswagon
refuses to refund, because work not done at certified vw dealer. This is a dangerous problem.
One went out while driving in fog and visibility was bad. I wanted to report this problem, to
inform others that this part should be recalled and may not be designed properly. I feel I should
also be refunded the money spent on replacing these defective parts. It is a safety issue! The
contact owns a Volkswagen New Beetle. The contact stated that whenever he drove 35 mph or
more at night the headlights failed. They are not adjustable; yet, the one on the drivers side was
aimed lower and the passenger side was aimed higher. The vehicle was taken to the dealer
previously who adjusted the headlights but the failure recurred. The manufacturer was not
contacted. The failure mileage was , Consumer states upon starting the vehicle, one or both
headlights do not always turn on, consumer has replaced the bulbs about 5 times each,
consumer can lightly tap the headlight assembly and the lights will turn on until the next start
up, consumer has checked the connection and cleaned them, however the problem still exists,
he thinks it may have to do with the current flow to the bulbs or be a grounding problem,
consumer also states that the lights have never gone out or flickered while driving. I have a vw
beetle. I bought the beetle new. The headlights have been a problem since the car had 15, miles.
The first time I took it to the dealership they said they could not get the light to remain out,
however since I had reported it they would honor the warranty on it if it went out again. It did the
month the warranty ran out. They refused to honor the warranty. I filed a complaint with vw and
they said settled it with the dealer. After going back and forth I finally paid Two months after the
first headlight went out the other headlight quit completely. I took it back with the same
complaint. They told me they are aware of the problem with the headlights and vw would
address the problem later. Being stubborn, I have not repaired the headlight. The car now has
miles on it. I think they should pay me for the first repair and also repair the second headlight.
Vw is very aware of the issue as I have spoken with numerous other owners with the same
problem who own 98's and 99's. Headlights will blow out unexpectedly, consumer has had 10
sets of new headlights, and paid to have new wiring, and problem still occurs. Mostly happens

in dark. Mechanic determined the temp sensor was bad and replaced it. Parts for the convertible
top and headlights have been replaced. The dealer in now telling the consumer that the vehicle
needs a strut bearing. Car Problems. Headlights problem of the Volkswagen New Beetle 1.
Headlights problem of the Volkswagen New Beetle 2. Headlights problem of the Volkswagen
New Beetle 3. Headlights problem of the Volkswagen New Beetle 4. Headlights problem of the
Volkswagen New Beetle 5. Headlights problem of the Volkswagen New Beetle 6. Headlights
problem of the Volkswagen New Beetle 7. Headlights problem of the Volkswagen New Beetle 8.
Headlights problem of the Volkswagen New Beetle 9. Headlights problem of the Volkswagen
New Beetle Problem Category Number of Problems Headlights problems Brake Light Switch
problems. Brake Light problems. Tail Light problems. Turn Signal Flasher Unit problems.
Hazard Flashing Warning Light Unit problems. Hazard Flashing Warning Light Switch problems.
Exterior Lighting problems. Tail Light Switch problems. Volkswagen Beetle owners have
reported 56 problems related to headlights under the exterior lighting category. The most
recently reported issues are listed below. Also please check out the statistics and reliability
analysis of Volkswagen Beetle based on all problems reported for the Beetle. The passenger
side headlight very frequently isn't working due to the connection between the headlight
assembly and the car's wiring. We've tried many different times to improve this connection
without much success. Anecdotally I had another Beetle with this issue, and see others on the
road with it. I think it is a safety issue as visibility is affected as well as my ability to see at night.
See all problems of the Volkswagen Beetle. Just purchase a used vw convertible Beetle for our
16 year old daughter. This is her dream car and so excited. The driver's side headlight fell out
while driving on the highway on our way home from the car lot. The entire housing unit just
gone. We purchased the car as is, so we ordered 2 new headlights housing units and had them
installed yesterday. Today, the first time driving since getting back from shop, the passenger
head light housing fell out while driving on a major thoroughfare only 3 miles from leaving our
house crashing all over the road behind us where other vehicles had to swerve out of the way.
We did not even hit a bump. This is a major safety problem for anyone and especially a new
teen driver. It is not safe! Researching several threads have concurred his statement of lights
falling out or connections frequently coming loose so the lights go out at the slightest bump
while driving. Vw Beetle lights are garbage. So very disappointing vw has not issued a recall on
the headlight issues for the more safety concern as well as the continuous expense owners
incur having to replace entire units, or bulbs, or connections and the labor costs that go along
with it. I certainly don't feel my daughter is safe if the headlights fall out every time she drives it.
The headlights are frequently out. They become disconnected easily and then don't work. I have
gone in multiple times to get them fixed and I am always told it is a problem with the model. My
headlight even fell out when I was driving once! They electrical assembly became unplugged
and the entire unit came out of the cylindrical compartment that houses the headlight. The
entire housing unit, including the bulb and all related parts came out and went crashing onto
the pavement where it was struck by a car behind me and smashed into pieces all down the
road. This is a major safety issue. It was a danger to both my child and the vehicle behind her
and any pedestrians nearby. In FL the law requires you drive with headlights on in the rain, so
although it was daytime, she was forced to drive illegally without her headlight causing her to
be less visible to other drivers. The car is unusable in the evening or early morning now until we
get it fixed. Clearly, after reading the many complaints, you tube videos on how to "fix" the
loose electrical problem, and many vw bug drivers' horror stories of losing sometimes just the
electrical connection bad enough on its own , but also in some cases, like my daughter's, the
entire headlight and it's housing unit came broke away from the vehicle just from hitting a bump
in the road. The exterior headlights will quit working after hitting bumps in the road. The
headlight driver and passenger have this issue will loosen from the pin mechanism inside the
car. I replaced bulbs 3 times before realizing the bulbs were fine and it was a design flaw. The
"hook" that turns and holds the headlight tight will jar and come loose when the car hits a bump
in the road. Driving home last week and my passenger side light goes out while driving down
the interstate. Every morning I have to push the headlights back into turn the nut to secure the
light. By the time I get to work at least one of the headlights have gone out again. This is
dangerous. This has been happening for over 2 years. The headlight on my new Beetle went
out. It started to dim while my son was driving the vehicle to work tonight and then went
completely out while he was parked in the parking lot at work. He called and was telling me that
the left headlight was dim and did not look bright like the right side. He sent me a picture--and
just then the left light went completely out! This car has less than 17, miles! Fortunately it was
only the one side that went out. I have read that people with Volkswagen new Beetles are
experiencing premature headlight bulb burn out, headlight harness failures and damaged
connectors associated with this issue. I feel that this is a safety concern and should be

investigated. Headlight assembly electrical connection has a design flaw that allows the rear pin
connector to slightly pull-away and loosen from the headlamp bucket resulting in intermittant
headlight failure, especially in colder weather or going over a bump in the road. This has
happened to my vehicle numerous times during the past several years, each time thinking the
bulbs burned-out but in actuality, it is the wiring harness. The vw dealer says the entire
assembly must be replaced, but it the too-short chassis wiring harness that is the issue.
According to the vw online forums, this is a known issue that vw has ignored for years. Driver
side headlamp - was inspected by ek automotive in chicago. Headlamp assembly is not
connecting to power supply therefore, this is a big safety concern! Every time I hit a bump, the
low beam headlight goes out!! I've seen so many new Beetles with one headlight out. Make it
right!!!. While driving the vehicle going 60mph, the lights turn off. I had to stop and hit the
headlights to get the lights to come on. Then they would shut off again. I took it to the dealer.
The headlight assembly is made of plastic and broke. It is a matter of time before the assembly
breaks again causing the lights to fail. The passenger-side headlight has repeatedly failed over
the 3 years I've owned this convertible. It is never just a blown bulb within a few months. Most
recently June Headlights do not light properly when turned on to drive at night. Lights only stay
in daytime mode. Too dark to drive at night. Have taken it to dealership and they refuse to see it.
I took my convertible Beetle to the service provider because my r headlight was out. They
refused to work on it because it was a fire hazard. All the wires to the headlight were exposed.
The protective part over the wires were brittle and appeared to have just rotted off. Each wire
will need to be repaired before any one will work on it due to the hazard. I looked at the left
headlight and someone had repaired the wires already on that side. Lots of electrical tape and
wire nuts. I still have no r headlight. The airbag light has been on as well since I purchased the
vehicle used last year. I own another Beetle. It is a and the airbag light has been on for several
years as well. I have read about wiring problems with the airbags and feel that it is also a safety
issue I felt that needed to be reported. Please feel free to contact me for further details. Vw has
known issues with their headlights. They easily disconnect from the wiring harness plugs do
not have a safety measure to keep them attached to each other. I was driving down the highway
last night and all of my lights went out. If it had not been for other cars coming I would have
been unable to pull to the side of the road due to no lighting. My engine light came on and the
ac stopped blowing cold air. I also noticed a beep sound that would come on when I turned the
headlights on but the sound would turn off and on while I drove. Then the alarm stopped
working and the interior lights malfunctioned, the radio also gave out and the vehicle seemed to
hesitate while driving it. I checked the fuse box on the battery and discovered that the slot
where the fuse slips into on top of the vehicle battery was melted and there was something on
the driver side headlamp cover like some type of gas or fumes had escaped the battery and
sprayed the headlampcover. I changed the fuses around and got the ac going again, then I
changed them all out, and everything worked great for about 5 days, then the interior lights
went out again, the alarm stopped working, radio is out, the beeping sound is back and when I
checked the fuse, it was melting again. I am afraid that while in the vehicle with my children I
will have a malfunction and be injured. I just paid off the vehicle. What a gift for paying off a
vehicle. Seems like eveything in and on that vehicle is a hazard and an accident waiting to
happen. Its sad because I use to love my new Beetle. The model for the vw Beetle appears to
have a design flaw regarding the headlight assemblies. We have had to replace both assemblies
because the "headlight buckets" come loose from the power supply inside the fender where the
housing units are connected. This issue means that when you hit a bump, the lighting assembly
comes loose and headlights fail to operate. At night, this is extremely dangerous! I have
contacted vw about the issue and I am supposed to hear back from them. I have had both
assemblies replaced with brand new units and the same issue occurs. Most people probably
believe their headlight burned out and have it replaced. When the headlight is replaced, the unit
is removed and plugged back in and can easily mask the real issue. There is a flaw in the design
and a continuous connectivity issue with these parts! Tl-the contact owns a Volkswagen new
Beetle. The contact stated that while driving at unknown speeds the driver's side headlight
failed and went out. The vehicle was taken to a local dealer gerald jones Volkswagen located at
washington rd, augusta, GA where diagnosed that the bulb needed to be replaced. The vehicle
was repaired however the failure recurred. The manufacturer was notified via email but they
failed to respond. The failure mileage was 49, The contact owns a Volkswagen Beetle. The
contact stated that the passenger's side headlight failed to illuminate. The contact inspected the
vehicle and noticed that the headlight wiring harness was faulty. The vehicle was not diagnosed
or repaired. The manufacturer was notified of the problem. The approximate failure mileage was
, My Beetle smells like melted crayons since the day I bought it. It gives me a major headache
on long trips and everything that goes into the car for more than an hour gets contaminated

with the crayon smell, hope its not toxic. Google search shows this is a problem in most Beetles
made in mexico. I'm not sure what can be done, but I would not have bought the car if I had
known. Its the first thing I noticed when I test drove the car but thought maybe a crayon was
stuck in the defroster - not the case. Let one of the vw executives take a long road trip and see
for themselves. Also the headlights are extremly poorly designed. Bulbs blow regulary and are
hard to change and I even had the entire headlight assembly pop out of the car while driving on
the highway. It could have killed the people behind me, easily. Im sure it had something to do
with the dificulty of installing the assembly and it not being secured correctly by the dealership
employees. You shouldnt need a phd to change a bulb. Cute will only get you so far vw!. Right
side head light electrical connection comes loose and the headlight no longer functions. While
under warranty I had six failures of the headlights. Headlights keep going out. I have to replace
them about every three months. The low beam head lights on the Beetle are tied into the day
time running lights. If the day time running lights go out, then there are no low-beam head lights
and generally I don't know until I have no headlights but high-beams. If the running lights have
to be tied into any headlight then it should be the high-beams. I can drive without them but not
without the low-beams. Lost the low-beam headlights both times. This is a safety hazard and a
bad design. The contact stated that while driving 70 mph, the headlight assembly disconnected
from the vehicle. The vehicle was taken to an independent mechanic for inspection where the
headlight assembly was replaced. The manufacturer was not made aware of the issue. Headlight
bulbs burn out every three months or so. I am an engineer, and have insured that the
connections are tight, and the housing is free of moisture. I have googled this issue and found
many similar complaints!!. The headlamps have been replaced four times. According to a vw
dealership who serviced the vehicle, I was informed that the vehicle's wiring harness is
defective, causing the headlights and instrumentation cluster to fail. The dealership informed
me that they are aware of the wireing harness problem, but are not aware of any service recalls.
My left front headlamp failed while driving. I thought it would be just a bulb. I went to pull the
bulb and the headlamp harness was melted and fused. I contacted the local vw dealer and they
claimed this can happen and I would have to replace the entire assembly. Why does the harness
melt , this is a fire hazard under the hood. Plus what if this happens to both headlights at the
same time??. We have a Volkswagen Beetle. The driver's side headlight has gone out at least 8
times since the car was purchased new in spring of The authorized dealership has repaired
each time with something to do with the rails. Volkswagen encourages me to continue bring it
to them for repair. It is unsafe as the light will go out on normal highway driveway, not bumpy
country roads. I have included the latest incident. A headlight bulb blew out in the vehicle. The
dealer informed the contact that the entire high intensity density system needed to be replaced;
however, due to the repair cost the contact was unable to repair the vehicle so that he could
pass the virginia state inspection. The contact is concerned about the safety risk specifically
since the state of virginia prohibits driving without head lamps. The current and failure mileages
were 26, Vw convertible bug both rear window problems, will not roll up or down. Passenger
side window is making a horrible squeaking noise, seems to be the next one to go. Along with
head light shortages. The last 5 years I have at least replaced the headlights at least 8 times.
This is ridiculous! I understand putting out a product will have some flaws, but not standing
behind their brand name and not making things right is a slap in the face. I was a proud owner
of my first car I bought myself. And all I have to show and get out of the deal is an empty wallet
and embarrassment when I drive down the road because features don't work right. Do what's
right vw and man up to your mistake. I would buy 10 more cars like the one I have if only they
took pride in their product and honored the average loyal customer. I'm a 25 year old girl who
supports myself on my own dollar. I was raised knowing you fix what problems you create. Be
accountable and do what's right! Both headlights either burnout or lose connection. It happened
4 times during warranty and an additional 8 times after warranty period. Numerous contacts at
the dealer resulted in conversation that vw would not recognize this problem. It is clearly
evident to me as an automotive engineer and a registered professional engineer that the locking
assembly is not adequate to lock the assembly into the required position. I own a vw Beetle and
have had the car since new. The headlights on the car are coming apart at the seams. Vw says
this is normal. I don't think it is normal at all. Seems like faulty parts to me. Headlights should
not be coming apart at the seams. Purchased vw Beetle 20 months ago. Car has only 54, miles.
All of the repairs were done at my local darcar vw repair shop. I believe some of these repairs
were recalls and have all receipt. Is there someone I can sent my repair receipts to to see if I can
be reimbursed for out of pocket expenses which should have been recall services? I can
forward receipts. Also seven days ago the passenger side window regulator broke and it
appears it had been recalled per two vw owner who had same problems but I can't find the
recall information on it. Both headlights turn themselves off while driving, leading to distressing

conditions at night. This has been an ongoing problem since I first purchased the vehicle,
continuing today. The headlights must be manipulate from inside the engine compartment to
're-lock' them into position for them to work again. Vw offered to sell new headlight assemblies,
but offered no reason for them turning themselves off except to say that they see this issue a
lot. I have also had tremendous problems with the windows, both front and back windows not
operating and not fully moving up to the stop position. Again, volkswagon says they have had a
lot of issues with the windows not operating correctly. These have been ongoing problems, first
addressed by the dealer under warranty, but not replace, and later after warranty the dealer
offered to sell new headlight assemblies and window controllers to me to fix the problem. Why
wouldn't they replace them when they were under warranty. This is a very dangerous situation
when driving and the headlights shut off. Electrical 1st the dealer charges for eveything they
look at, and the work is never under warranty or recall. I have had two headlamps go out
intermittently. The cost for repairs are outrageous. And they always rig their cars with special
tools, so you cannot gpr elsewhere for service. After each repair it could be a day a w
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eek or two before the headlight goes out again. I have been told by 2 different dealerships that
it is a design flaw. I now drive with the high beams so that I am visible at night. Car Problems.
Headlights problem of the Volkswagen Beetle 1. Headlights problem of the Volkswagen Beetle
2. Headlights problem of the Volkswagen Beetle 3. Headlights problem of the Volkswagen
Beetle 4. Headlights problem of the Volkswagen Beetle 5. Headlights problem of the
Volkswagen Beetle 6. Headlights problem of the Volkswagen Beetle 7. Headlights problem of
the Volkswagen Beetle 8. Headlights problem of the Volkswagen Beetle 9. Headlights problem
of the Volkswagen Beetle Problem Category Number of Problems Headlights problems Brake
Light Switch problems. Exterior Lighting problems. Turn Signal problems. Hazard Flashing
Warning Light Unit problems. Tail Light Switch problems. Brake Light problems. Headlight
Switch problems. Hazard Flashing Warning Light Switch problems. Turn Signal Flasher Unit
problems.

