Trailer hitch youtube

The first few times towing the Jayco, we experienced some trailer sway that we never had
before which sent me on a mission to find the best trailer hitch out there. For the Micro Minnie,
we bought a Blue Ox Sway Pro hitch, which is a quality weight distribution hitch that also is
anti-sway. This increase in size is what made me really feel the trailer behind me with a few
times being a bit scary. White knuckle driving is no fun! I tried making the Blue Ox work as I
bought heavier duty weight distribution bars, but even after that, I still had some sway
problems. My first step was to weigh our trailer to be sure I was in the weight capacity of the
trailer as well as what our Chevy Express van can handle. Taking it to the nearest CAT Scale
told me that we were a bit heavy on the tongue, but everything else was within the weight rating
of the trailer and the towing capacity of the van. To move some weight off the tongue, I took our
tongue mount bike rack and moved all the bikes to the bumper mount bike rack of the trailer. I
jumped on Google and started looking into sway problems and ways to fix them. I found many
different brands of tow hitches, everything from Draw Tite to Husky to Equal-i-zer, but they all
worked on the same principle of using friction to control sway. Reading up on it, they claimed to
not just prevent sway, but to eliminate it all together. How can that even be possible? Well, the
physics of it says it can, the reviews were fantastic and I was desperate, so I had to get one.
Swaying happens because there is a pivot point at the tow ball of your vehicle. This is where the
trailer coupler attaches and pivots on so you can make turns. The problem comes in because
that pivot point means the trailer can move side to side behind the tow vehicle when an outside
force is applied to the trailer â€” things like cross winds or a semi passing you. Normal
anti-sway hitches use friction to stop the trailer from moving side to side by basically putting a
heavy duty sway bar on either side of the trailer hitch ball to hold it in place. This works a lot of
the time, but sometimes the friction is too little or too much and the trailer can still sway. Their
patented term of Pivot Point Projection is applied and moves the pivot point forward near the
tow vehicles rear axle. Ok, so if nothing is pivoting, how the heck do you turn? Good question.
Turning is pretty important when driving and towing a trailer, right? I just know it works. The
hitch is made up of several different components all with with a fantastic powder coated finish.
There is a hitch bar also called the Stinger which is the part that goes into your tow vehicles
receiver hitch. The stinger is adjustable so it will work with any height difference between your
tow vehicle and your trailer. Next there is the main hitch unit, which is what couples to your
trailer. This part almost looks like a 5th wheel hitch and has a large hitch box opening in the
front where the stinger goes and latches into. Then there is the yoke. This part goes under your
trailer tongue and locks the main hitch unit from pivoting. Last, there is the weight distribution
jacks and bars. The bars stay permanently fixed to the trailer and can be adjusted by the jacks
so you can control how much weight is distributed to your tow vehicle. When ordering this
hitch, it comes in 4 large boxes. Each way about 50 lbs, just so you are aware. The entire hitch
weighs about lbs, which is quite a lot, but shows the quality of the hitch. There are mixed
reviews on installing the ProPride 3P hitch. Some said it was very complicated, others said it
was straight forward and only took a few hours. I will just talk about some of the experience of
installing each part of the hitch. There are several out there and I watched all of them. I felt very
prepared when I started and knew what to expect. There are a couple things that I did not have
when doing the install, which may save you a trip to Home Depot if you have it before hand.
There are several different torque specifications called out in the install guide, a couple with
some pretty heavy duty settings. Some larger washers will be useful to have. I needed them
because there is a u-bolt that goes right over where the propane tank tray sits. The washers can
be used a spacer when putting the tray back in. I also needed some heavy duty safety hooks to
replace the safety hooks I currently had. I ended up cutting them off and using other hooks I got
at a tractor store. Other than that, just various sockets and wrenches are needed in all the
common sizes as well as other hand tools, electric drill, etc. You will also have to remove the
propane tanks and most likely the tray they sit on. For me, it was held down by 4 self tapping
screws, so it was an easy removal. You may also need to remove other things that may get in
the way like a solar plug, emergency trailer brake plug, etc. This involves getting the trailer and
tow vehicle on flat ground and as level as possible. Installing the weight distribution jacks is
very straight forward. So I installed mine at The frame bar mounts under the trailer tongue and
holds the yoke in place spoiler alert! The bar is mounted by 2 u-bolts that sit over the frame of
the trailer. This is where the propane tray usually sits, so having some sort of space for the
propane tray, like the washers I talked about, is needed. This part is best done with another
person since the bar itself is pretty heavy so holding it up while threading the nuts on the u-bolt
would be tricky and frustrating. Next is putting the main hitch unit on. Pretty straight forward,
but make sure you grease the hitch ball on the main hitch unit really good with some high temp
grease. After the main hitch unit is coupled to the trailer, the yoke can go on. The yoke slides
into the frame bar then bolts to the main hitch unit. This is how the pivot point is eliminated as

the yoke prevents the hitch from pivoting. Lastly is the weight distribution bars. These bolt into
the underside of the main hitch unit then attach via a spring bar link to the Weight Distribution
Jacks. Straight forward step again, just be sure not to lose the little disc that holds in the bars to
the main hitch unit. Also, grease up the ends of the bars that go into the main hitch unit. This is
another friction spot that needs to be lubricated. There are some Zerk fittings here to regrease
in the future. For a whileâ€¦ You may notice a few things after your first couple of trips that need
to be adjusted or tightened. For me, it was the hitch bar needed to be raised so the trailer would
sit level when on level ground. I tow with a van, which has a a pretty low receiver and a Baja
edition trailer, which rides pretty high. I was able to find the right combination to get the trailer
level when hooked up. The weight distribution jacks can be adjusted accordingly to get the right
amount of weight transferred to the front of your tow vehicle. I re-torqued all the bolts after the
first few outings just because I know how things can rattle loose when in motion. This is
probably a good idea to do. Overall, the install took me about 8 hours. However, this included 2
trips into town which was a half hour away â€” so 2 hours of going to the store. This can be
super easyâ€¦or not so much. How easy it is depends on how you unhitched the last time. Just
line up the stinger with the hitch box, back in slowly and that should be it. Once the stinger is
mostly in, to the point you can get the Over Center Latches into the notches on the stinger, you
use the breaker bar to snap in the Over Center Latches and put in the hitch pins on the stinger.
The difficulty can come in when you are not on level ground and the trailer is either quite a bit
above or below the tow vehicle. If this is the case, you can use the weight distribution jacks to
tilt the hitch box to line up with the stinger. Unhitching is pretty easy, but can be a little
unnerving if not done correctly. The way it is done is to back in to your site, get your trailer as
level as possible, chock everything in and put on your emergency parking brake on your tow
vehicle. Put down your tongue jack to release tension from the weight bars and loosen the
weight distribution jacks all the way. Then retract the tongue jack until you see an equal gap on
the top and bottom of the end of the stinger that goes into your tow vehicle. Also check that
there is an equal gap on the other end of the stinger that goes into the hitch box. Next, you pull
the pins from the stinger and use the breaker bar to unlatch the Over Center Latches. At this
point you can slowly pull forward to get the stinger out. Also when you finally get out, the hitch
will fall pretty hard to a neutral position. As I said before, if you can get a nice neutral position to
unhitch from, hitching up the next time will be just as easy. When reading about ProPride and
the fantastic product they sold, I read quite a bit about their excellent customer service. I can
vouch that this is completely true. Sean at ProPride is fantastic â€” even giving out his personal
phone number on their website. I had several questions when ordering and he answered them
super fast with exceptional detail. The after sale support I received was just as good as presale.
Every question I asked was answered super quickly and until I understood what I had to do. I
put some neon green tape around the opening of the hitch box. The powder coating on the hitch
box is jet black, the same color as the stinger, so it was difficult to line them up correctly on my
reverse camera. The tape helps me see the opening. Another tip is to grease the stinger. This
makes hitching easier when not lined up perfectly. I used the same high temp grease that I used
on the hitch ball and weight bars. People have said spray silicone works just as well. This is a
big one and the reason I went searching for a new hitch in the first place. There is a caveat to
this one. There is a learning curve to hitching and unhitching with ProPride. You have to get
everything as level as possible and notice the angle of the stinger, etc. With my Blue Ox
conventional hitch, I used to have to jump on the bumper of the van sometimes to get the ball to
release from the coupler. Now, I simply unlatch the 2 Over Center Latches, and pull right out.
Pretty much the whole hitch stays on the trailer at all times. ProPride stands by their product
and offers a ton of help getting it set up right. They really believe in their product and it shows
with how they treat their customers. The quality of this hitch is amazing. The fact that the hitch
is backed by a lifetime warranty makes me feel good about the purchase. Adding in lbs for a
trailer hitch can be an issue. The installation was complicated enough that it needs to be
mentioned as a con. The instructions sent were pretty clear and there are enough Youtube
videos out there to give you a good heads up on what to do, but in the end it still is a pretty
tedious process. That said, you could always take it to a dealership and have it installed. It took
me several times of hitching and unhitching on different surface levels before I really got down
this process. Even now I feel there may be a circumstance that will make hitching up difficult,
but I feel much better about it now than I did the first time. This may cause the sway bars to
interfere with the tongue jack when you want to raise the trailer. A couple of things you can do
to fix this is to loosen the weight distribution jacks fully or partially. This will release the tension
on the bars and you may be able to move them out of the way enough. Another thing to do is to
remove the foot pad from the bottom of the tongue jack. These are usually connected with a pin.
Once removed, you should be able to move the jack up and down since it is only a pole at that

point. Then you reinsert the foot pad after the jack has cleared the bars. This is probably the
biggest con for the hitch. Overall, I am really impressed with the ProPride 3P hitch and
recommend it to anyone with a travel trailer. The sway control, quality of build and customer
service are second to none with this hitch! Please read my disclosure for more info. Author
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