Parts of violin diagram

As a first step, you will find the name and location of the main violin parts. The scroll has an
ornamental function most of the time, spiral shaped. You can sometimes find them carved in the
shape of human head or lion. The fineness of its realization may give an indication of the care
taken in making the violin. It is varnished and serves to support the violinist during the
instrument tuning. The neck is the violin part that allows the violinist to hold his instrument, left
hand for right-handed violinists and right hand for left-handed ones, but left-handed violins
remaining extremely rare. This part is not painted. The fingerboard, on which notes are played
notes is pasted on it. The neck is usually made of maple. The higher the quality of the
instrument, the higher flamed and soft the neck should be. The violin fingerboard is the part,
affixed to the neck on which the notes are played under the pressure of the fingers. On good
quality instruments, this part is made of ebony, which is an extremely dense hardwood. The
more the finger is close to the scroll of the violin, the lowest is the note. This violin part is not
varnished. The violin purfling is an inscrustation on the periphery of the top and back of the
instrument. These purflings play an aesthetic role, but they also serve as a reinforcement. They
are usually made of ebony. You may also find them double on some instruments or painted on
low price violins. Violin top is the top visible part of the violin. It consists usually of two pieces
of spruce, carved by a luthier in a massive piece of wood. It is very thin and yet supports a huge
pressure. The wood fibers are vertical. It is varnished. It is a very important part from a
structural point of view, since it alows to accommodate the neck that is stuck ont it. Rounded, it
is part of the back of the violin. They are very important as they promote the oscillation of the
under pressure table. They also are the access to the positioning of the soundpost. The back or
bottom of a violin is the bottom of the violin body. It can consist of one or two parts, of flamed
maple, that is to say with visible horizontal lines that are a quality factor for wood structure and
vibration. This part of the violin is carved from a solid piece of wood. The back of the violin is
varnished. The bridge of a violin is an independent piece of maple which is perpendicular to the
top and maintained under the pressure of the strings. It makes possible the transmission of the
vibrations of the strings. This is a piece that is systematically adjusted the violin, it is unique.
The better the adherence of his feet and the better the transmission is. This part is not
varnished. The violin tailpiece is made of wood or synthetic material and keeps the strings on
the top of the violin. It is secured to the endpin by an attachment. One can find many variations
in the tailpiece: in the learning phase, tailpiece adjusters are sometimes recommended, easing
violin tuning. On the classic tailpiece there is often an adjuster on the E Mi string. Tailpieces are
made of ebony, rosewood, boxwood and other synthetic materials. They generally match peg,
endpin and chinrest wood. This part is independent. The chinrest function is to help the violinist
to hold the violin with the chin and to avoid varnish to be exposed to acidity resulting of sweat.
Generally it is assorted to the rest of accessories. You will find two different fixing methods:
side fixation or central fixation around the endpin the second one avoids ribs crushing. The
endpin is the attachment point of the tailpiece and it is often assorted to pegs and tailpiece.
There are two violin nuts : the upper and lower nuts. The upper nut is meant to elevate the
strings and when well adjusted, it increases the playing ease and comfort. The lower nut is a
reinforcement that receives the tailpiece attachment protecting this way the violin top wood and
varnish. Those two parts are ebony made. This is a very important part as its name suggests ,
its diameter and lenght are variable. The soundpost lenght varies depending on its precise
position inside the violin: as this part must never be pasted, its lenght is therefore extremely
precise. The variation of its diameter has an impact on sound. This is the reason why the
adjustment of the soundpost of a violin is so important and has remarkable consecuences on
the sound of your violin : it is very delicate and should be executed by a professional. Even if
there is a classical parameter for adjustment, we can find some slight variations intending to
improve the sound of a specific violin. The violin ribs are made of maple. These parts are not
carved, they initially are fine boards of 1 mm thick heat formed, assembled and crown formed.
They put together top and back of the violin. They are also flamed and reinforced in the corners
thanks to the blocks. Violin ribs are varnished. The concert violins made under Unique category
are deseigned for a violinist that is looking for a violin of great personality, distinct qualities and
a unique design. The scroll The scroll has an ornamental function most of the time, spiral
shaped. The neck The neck is the violin part that allows the violinist to hold his instrument, left
hand for right-handed violinists and right hand for left-handed ones, but left-handed violins
remaining extremely rare. The fingerboard The violin fingerboard is the part, affixed to the neck
on which the notes are played under the pressure of the fingers. The purfling The violin purfling
is an inscrustation on the periphery of the top and back of the instrument. The violin top Violin
top is the top visible part of the violin. The violin back The back or bottom of a violin is the
bottom of the violin body. Picture of the violin parts The bridge The bridge of a violin is an
independent piece of maple which is perpendicular to the top and maintained under the

pressure of the strings. The tailpiece The violin tailpiece is made of wood or synthetic material
and keeps the strings on the top of the violin. The chinrest This part is independent. The nuts
There are two violin nuts : the upper and lower nuts. The ribs The violin ribs are made of maple.
Posted in Violin , Violin Making. Concert Violins The concert violins made under Unique
category are deseigned for a violinist that is looking for a violin of great personality, distinct
qualities and a unique design. See Violins. The main parts of the violin are easy to recognize
and remember because they are named just like parts of a human body. A violin has a neck
where the strings run along , a belly the front of the violin , a back, and ribs the sides of the
violin. The other parts of the violin might be harder to recognize. Here is the breakdown:. The
scroll is located at the top of the violin, above the pegbox. It is a decorative part that is usually
hand carved into a curved design. The pegbox is where the tuning pegs are inserted. This is
where the strings are attached at the top. The end of the string is inserted into a hole in the peg,
which is then wound in order to tighten the string. The pegs are adjusted to tune the violin.
Under the pegbox is the nut which has four grooves for each of the strings. Each string sits in
one of the grooves to keep the strings evenly spaced. The nut supports the strings so that they
are at a good height from the fingerboard. A violin has four strings that are tuned a fifth apart to
the following notes: G-D-A-E, from lowest to highest. Strings can be made from different
materials, such as aluminum, steel, and gold, as well as animal intestines. The fingerboard is a
strip of wood glued onto the neck of the violin underneath the strings. When a violinist plays,
the player presses down the strings on the fingerboard, thus changing the pitch. Located under
the bridge, the sounding post supports the pressure inside the violin. The bridge and sounding
post are directly related; when the violin vibrates, the bridge, body, and sounding post vibrates
as well. The F holes are located in the middle of the violin. It is called an "F hole" because the
hole is shaped like a cursive "f. Altering the F hole, such as its length, can affect the sound of
the violin. The bridge supports the strings at the lower end of the violin. The position of the
bridge is essential as it directly relates to the quality of sound produced by the violin. When the
string vibrates, the bridge also vibrates. The bridge of the violin comes in varying angles of
curvature. A smaller angle makes it easier to play two or three strings at the same time. More
curved bridges make it easier to hit the right notes without scraping across a wrong string. The
bridge also has ridges on it that help to space the strings out evenly. While playing, the violinist
can use his chin to hold the violin in place. Both hands can be freed upâ€”one hand to move up
and down the fingerboard and the other to use a bow. The tailpiece holds the strings at the
bottom of the violin, close to the player's chin, and is attached to the violin with the endpin, a
small button on the bottom of the violin. Espie Estrella. Espie Estrella is a lyricist, songwriter,
and member of the Nashville Songwriters Association International. Updated April 16, Are you
looking for a detailed picture of the violin with all the violin parts labelled. We've got it! We've
also broken it down part by part for a more detailed description. All the violin parts fit together
to make the instrument you know and love. How familiar are you with them? Most people think
of a scroll as being an ancient Egyptian record, but did you know that a scroll is also the end of
a violin? Scroll - located at the top of the violin. It's main function is decoration, but right below
it is the pegbox where the strings thread through the tuning pegs. Turn the pegs clockwise to
tighten the strings, tuning the instrument higher. Turn the pegs counter-clockwise to loosen the
strings, tuning the instrument lower. Neck - Words can be deceiving. At first, you may think this
is where you put your neck. Instead it is the violin's neck. If you study the violin, you will see
that it does look like a neck coming off of the violin's main body. Fingerboard - The wooden
strip on top of the neck. Usually dark in color, this is where the strings run and where the
fingers play. The closer you play to the scroll the lower the pitch; the closer you play to the
bridge the higher the pitch. The bridge holds the strings off of the fingerboard and allows the
strings to vibrate. The string tension keeps the bridge in place and allows the bridge to vibrate.
F-holes - It is called F Hole because it looks like a cursive letter F. There are two symmetric
F-holes on adjacent sides of the violin. The F-holes allow the sound to come out of the violin. To
access the sound posts inside the violin, you go through the F-holes. The Tailpiece is also
where you will find the 'fine' tuners. If you turn them clockwise it will tune the violin higher. If
you turn them counter-clockwise it will tune the violin lower. Quite often you will find 'fine'
tuners on the E string only. It aids in good violin posture and proper positioning. Tired of all the
food blogs and DIY home improvement pins? Hi I'm Steph, a mother of five crazy, smart,
stubborn, talented, trouble making musicians Before the cuties came a long, I received a degree
in Elementary Ed with an emphasis in music because I think kids and music go together like
peanut butter and jelly! We love bringing you free violin information, but it costs us money and
oodles of time. Learning, Loving, and Playing. Violin Parts Are you looking for a detailed picture
of the violin with all the violin parts labelled. Violin Parts: Putting it all together All the violin
parts fit together to make the instrument you know and love. A violin bridge, it's not for

crossing over A chin rest Could you label a picture of the violin parts? No need to worry, I have
done it for you. Look below for a complete diagram and description the parts of a violin. Find us
on social media as well! Sep 11, May 14, Bow Hand Mini Series - Balance. May 7, Bow Hand Mini
Series - Flexibility. Apr 30, Bow Hand Mini Series - Shape. Apr 16, Best Violin Resources. Get
Updates from Us! Years of Violin Experience. Crazy Lovable Kids Powered by Squarespace.
Chocolate Bars in my Secret Stash. Lover of Music In the Home. Call now and speak to an
expert - toll-free. There are many parts to a violin, viola, and cello, and these diagrams show the
basic parts and names of areas on the stringed instrument shown. The interior of the instrument
also contains a sound post, bass bar, corner blocks, end block, and neck block, as well as the
linings throughout. The top of each instrument is made of spruce, and the rest from maple.
Purfling is found on the edges of the top and back, and is inlaid ebony. Trade-In Program. Your
cart is empty. Working on that e-learning, remote orchestra project!? We have the best rentals ,
setup to our exacting specifications, that can be shipped to wherever you are. You don't have to
put up with that laminate, dead sounding, hard to play instrument anymore ; We also have great
discounts if you're read to upgrade to the StringWorks Setup , or school discounts if your
school is taking this chance to invest in additional instruments for the school. Keep up the
practice and happy playing! Please let us know if there are any other resources we can help
provide for your research and projects. Begin typing your search above and press return to
search. Press Esc to cancel. The violin may seem like a simple instrument on the surface but is
actually a very complex design made up of multiple components. With that in mind, this article
is going to break down every single element of a violin. The idea is to help your journey to
mastery by providing a synopsis of every piece that makes up the instrument and what it does.
Understanding your violin is all part of the process of mastering it! You can see exactly each of
the violin parts in the photo below, with each of them labelled accordingly. The scroll is usually
the same shape and size but older violins can include much finer or more detailed scrolls. The
tuning pegs stick out of the peg box and are used to maintain tune. There are four tuning pegs
on a four string violin and five on a five string. They are wooden and fit into a hole on the
pegbox. The pegs are wound until the violin string is in tune and can be tightened in position to
maintain tune. The pegbox is hollow and has threads that the tuning pegs screw into. The
tuning pegs turn the string and often use friction to hold themselves into place. The tightness of
the recess, the close fit of the tuning peg and the string combine to provide enough force to
keep things in place. This system is why a violin needs regular tuning. The system works but
does allow the string to move slightly during use. It sits just below the peg box and above the
fingerboard the lower nut can be seen as the rectangular part just where the scroll end. It is
often made of ebony to be hard wearing and serves to keep the strings in position. There is a
groove in the nut for each string to help hold them in place. There are actually two nuts on a
violin. The upper nut described above and the lower nut. The lower nut connects to the body of
the violin beneath the bridge and also has grooves to hold the strings in place. Violin strings are
tuned G, D, A, E and are a pivotal part of how the instrument plays and how it sounds. Many
experienced violinists and most professionals will have a mixture of string types for each of the
four violin strings. Read More: How to Tune a Violin. The neck of the violin is behind or under
the fingerboard and joins the tuning pegs, strings, fingerboard and scroll to the body. It is
where the violinist will hold the instrument too so comfort is a key factor here. There is a left
handed neck and a right handed neck to make the instrument suitable for both kinds of
musicians. The violin neck is usually made of maple but can be made of other woods. It will
have the same finish as the body and the fingerboard will be secured to the neck with adhesive.
The nose of a violin is the larger piece of wood that holds the neck onto the body. It is a
structural element of the instrument and serves to ensure a solid connection between the body
and neck and enough rigidity to both to help maintain tune. Where you see the back of the neck
roll down and thicken before it meets the body of the violin, that thicker piece of wood is the
nose. The fingerboard is where the violinist places their fingers over the string in particular
arrangements to create sound. Often made of ebony because of its heard-wearing nature and
contrasting colour to maple, it is a signature part of a violin and one that gets the most use. You
can tell an experienced violinist by their having black fingertips. This is taken from the ebony
wood over time and practice. Fingerboards can be refinished where necessary to preserve their
appearance but the finger staining is more difficult to remove. The body holds everything
together but also creates the sound. The body of most violins will be made of maple but this can
vary according to budget and manufacturer. The top body is made of a single piece of wood and
holds the neck, bridge, F holes, tailpiece and chin rest. It is joined to the back body by the
sound post. There is a lot of precision required for building a violin body. The type of wood, the
grain, the thickness and even the thickness of the varnish can all influence the depth of tone of
the violin and has to be given very careful consideration. This page over at Classic FM gives

you an insight into just how delicate that process is. The violin purfling is another decorative
element of the violin that serves no musical purpose. It is an aesthetic touch that serves to both
make the violin look good and act as a signature of the maker. There is a practical side to
purfling too, in that it helps maintain cohesion of the wood of the body. It helps prevent cracks
and splits in the wood that can occur during use and maintain the integrity of the wood during
expansion and contraction due to climactic changes. The back of the violin is comprised of a
single piece of maple in higher quality instruments or two pieces in lower priced violins. Single
piece backs have a richer tone than two-piece backs but are more expensive. Like the violin
body, the wood has to be carefully selected and prepared as the thickness, type and finishing
will all contribute to the overall tone of the instrument. The violin back will also have purfling
but this is purely decorative. The sound post acts as support for the two sides of the violin body
and contributes to the overall sound of the violin. You will see the sound post underneath the
bridge but it runs inside the violin and is secured to the opposite side of the body. For such a
small and mostly invisible component, it punches way above its weight! The ribs of a violin are
the curved sides of the violin that join the front and back of the body while maintaining the void
in the centre. They begin life as 1mm thick piece of maple, or other woods and are heated or
steamed until the wood is pliable enough to bend into shape. Ribs are created using forms,
templates of the designed shape of the ribs. The wood is steamed or otherwise heated and bent
around the form. The wood is secured in place and allowed to dry. Once dry, the ribs are
finished and added to the violin. The F holes are a signature element of a violin. They are the
swirl cutouts on the top of the body that allows sound to escape and create the music. Violins
without pickups depend on the F holes to create the desired sound. As part of your training, you
will be taught to cant the violin towards the audience so the sound escapes the F hole giving
the best sound to the listener. The F hole allows air into the violin body to carry the tune. The
specifically designed shape allows the air to carry particular frequencies at the lower end of the
scale. If you play a violin with pickups or an electric violin,if there is an F hole will be purely
decorative. The bridge is another deceptively simple component of the violin. At first glance, it
is just a piece of maple with four or five grooves cut into it to hold the strings in place. It stops
the strings vibrating, allowing a consistent and predictable sound to emanate from each string
when played. The bridge also helps control vibration, resonance and the frequency of the
strings, which is how you can play music at all. Combined with the tuning pegs and nuts, the
bridge is the only part of the violin that touches the strings. Like the F hole, an incredible
amount of thought has gone into the design, thickness, height, material and design of a violin
bridge. Far more than an initial inspect might show! This page on music acoustics from the
University of New South Wales explains in detail how a bridge contributes to the overall sound
of the violin. Fine tuners are exactly what their name implies. Usually found at the base of the
violin by the tailpiece, the fine tuner has an important role to play. Fine tuners can either be built
into the violin or added to one. Some musicians prefer them to be added later so they can be
customised and adjusted to their particular taste. They are made of metal and usually use a
knob or screw to tune and hold that tune. Some musicians will only use a fine tuner on the E
string and remove the others. Beginners will first use fine tuners on all strings and then remove
them when they are ready. The tailpiece is the element that holds the ends of the violin strings
at the base of the violin by the chin rest. It is usually constructed of ebony or the same wood as
used in the tuning pegs and chin rest for aesthetic reasons. Tailpieces can also be synthetic
such as carbon fibre too. The tailpiece anchors the strings to the lower bout of the body and is
secured to the endpin using nylon monofilament. It fits into a tapered hole in the bottom of the
violin to keep it in place. The endpin secures the tailpiece to the violin and ensures it remains
rigid to keep the strings in tune. Finally, if your violin has fine tuners, either on all strings or just
on E, they will be affixes to the tailpiece on the strings so they can adjust the strings easily. The
violin chin rest was not part of the original violin design but was added later to increase comfort
during prolonged use. It is a supplemental element of the violin that can be fixed to the
instrument or added later. The chin rest is a very personal choice and you will find yourself
gravitating to a particular size or shape and sticking with it your entire musical career. Chin
rests are usually made of ebony or matching wood to the tailpiece but can also be made from
any kind of wood or synthetic like carbon fibre. The violin bow is pivotal to how the violin
sounds. While the body and F holes are primary for creating that depth of sound and tone, a
bow and the strings also contribute to the overall experience. Many new violinists call this a
bow string but is formally known as hair. It was originally made from horse hair and that is still
often the case. There are also synthetic alternatives that can also deliver a rich sound. The hair
of a bow needs rosin to help maintain its condition and create the correct friction for sound.
Rosin helps the bow hair deliver a consistent sound across the entire length of the bow and
learning to add just enough rosin is part of the process of learning the violin. The frog is the

part of the violin bow the musician holds during use. It is made up of a larger piece of wood
containing a screw adjuster or other adjustment to hold the hair in place. It may be decorative or
plain and includes flat edges for comfort. The bow hair runs into a groove on the bottom edge of
the frog to hold everything in place. The bow screw is what keeps the hair tight. It is set into the
end of the frog and connects to the bow to hold everything together. The screw can be
completely removed to adjust or maintain the bow and frog and needs to be tightened to help
the bow hair remain taught enough to play. The bow stick, while an inelegant name, is the main
element of a violin bow. A bow should be strong, yet supple, attractive, yet simple and be
comfortable to use for many hours at a time. A bow stick also has good balance to help with the
smooth movement of the hair over the violin strings. Like many aspects of play, you will
naturally gravitate to one particular bow and stick with it throughout your career. The bow pad
is a thin piece of leather or synthetic material that protects the bow stick and adds an element of
comfort and grip for the musician. As you can see, there is a lot more to the violin than initially
meets the eye. Like most things to do with music, you can begin with the basics and learn your
trade gradually over time. Terms and Conditions - Privacy Policy. Source: Musilesson.
JavaScript seems to be disabled in your browser. You must have JavaScript enabled in your
browser to utilize the functionality of this website. With a powerful, emotionally evocative tone
that ranges from deep throaty sound to singing high notes and harmonics, the violin is an
instrument that rewards practice and dedication. To be the best you can be at playing the violin,
you should know all the common names of the parts of the violin and what function they
perform. You should also know how individual violin parts can be removed and replaced, how
violin parts should be serviced and maintained and what to do if you think a part of your violin
is damaged or broken. Let's learn about the anatomy of a typical violin from end to end. If you'd
like to jump ahead, use the anatomy chart above to click a part you'd like to read about first.
This strip of seasoned spruce is hidden inside the violin but has a large effect on the
instrument's bass tone and lower register in general. The bass bar is a thin strip of seasoned
spruce, mounted in a standing up position under the left side of the top. It is mounted in line
with the strings and reaches almost from one end of the violin body to the other. The bass bar
shapes the waves of vibration inside the violin to produce deeper, more resonant bass tones.
Click to return to anatomy chart. Below the waist emerge the two lower bouts. The hourglass
shape made by the bouts makes the violin recognizable instantly by the player and non-player
alike. Above the waist emerge two upper bouts. The bridge is a small, decoratively carved piece
of maple that holds the strings away from the top of the instrument and transfers vibration to
the body. The bridge is a small, decoratively carved piece of maple that is positioned on the top
between f-hole notches and holds the strings away from the violin's top surface. This allows the
strings to vibrate freely while transferring that vibration to the resonant cavity of the body. It
also provides a spacer between the strings so they rest evenly above the fingerboard. The
bridge is not permanently attached to the violin but holds it's position firmly under the tension
of the strings. The height of the bridge can be adjusted within the standard specifications to suit
the playing style of the player. The chinrest allows the violin to be balanced comfortably
between the chin and shoulder with reduced tension on the player's neck and shoulder
muscles. The chinrest is an accessory usually made from a variety of hardwoods, plastic or
composite materials and it is attached to the lower lefthand side of the violin by brackets that
clamp on to the ribs. The chin rest generally allows the player to rest the violin comfortably
between the jaw's left side and the shoulder. However, there are many playing styles and
cultural differences when it comes to chinrests. Catering to the widely varying tastes of violin
players and their needs, there are dozens of types of chinrests available today. In fact, there is
even a passionate group of players who insist that the violin sounds better without a chinrest at
all, but most players find that the comfort and convenience makes the chinrest a necessity. The
end button is found at the end or bottom of the violin body and is usually made from a
hardwood like ebony or rosewood. The tail gut of the modern violin attaches at the end of the
tailpiece and loops around the end button so it has a secure anchor point to hold the tailpiece in
place. F-holes are openings carved into the top of the violin that act to increase the power of the
tone emitted by the instrument. They allow some sound from the resonant interior of the violin
to escape to the listener, but that is not their primary purpose. In fact, most of the tone provided
by the violin comes from the vibration of the top and the back transferred directly to the air.
There has been a lot of study about the placement, size and effect of sound holes on stringed
instruments. These features have in fact changed quite a bit in the course of centuries worth of
violin design experimentation. Scholarship suggests that they allow more freedom of movement
between the top and back and help focus the production of sound, affecting the tone quality in a
way that is much more than just allowing sound waves to escape. Fine tuners are found on the
tailpiece of the violin, most commonly on the E string. However, some instruments have fine

tuners installed for all four strings. The fine tuning is done by a small lever that is adjusted by a
small thumb screw. Fine tuners can either be individual pieces that are affixed to the tailpiece at
the end of each string or they are built-in to the actually tailpiece. The fingerboard provides a
hard surface for the string to be pressed down onto so notes can be played. Violin fingerboards
are mostly made of ebony, a very hard black wood. Other hardwoods are sometimes used on
lower quality instruments and are artificially blackened to look like ebony. The violin
fingerboard does not have frets like a guitar to delineate one pitch from another, so the player
must have a strong ear and sense of pitch to play confidently in tune. A violin fingerboard must
be planed professionally with the proper curve and "scoop" in order for the strings to vibrate
freely without buzzing against the surface. It is typically carved from sturdy maple. The nut is
found at the top end of the fingerboard, holding the strings in perfect alignment and exact
height from the fingerboard to maximize the violin's tone and playability. Four small grooves or
notches are carved into the top of the nut, into which the strings are placed before winding
around the pegs. The pegbox houses four strong tuning pegs for the strings to wrap around so
they can be tuned. The other end of the strings is anchored at the tailpiece. Each peg is slightly
tapered in shape, allowing the player to adjust the hold of the peg by applying more or less
pressure and turning. Often, the pegbox and the scroll of the violin are carved out of a single
piece of wood. To make the pitch of the string higher, the pegs are twisted to tighten the tension
of the string. A looser tension results in a lower pitch. An inexperienced player should be very
careful when using the pegs to tune because it is very easy to over-tighten the string, causing it
to break. Around the edge of the top and back are seen a decorative edging known as "purfling.
The ribs or sides are carefully crafted to hold the violin's top and back apart, creating the space
for the sound to develop. The violin's ribs or sides are the wood pieces that run around the
entire outer edge if the violin body, between the top and back. The ribs hold the two pieces
apart, creating the resonant cavity that produces the violin's sound. The saddle helps spread
the force of string tension away from the violin's center toward the chin rest. A violin saddle is a
small rectangular block of wood, often crafted of ebony, which helps relieve pressure exerted
on the violin's body by the force of the string tension. The scroll is a decorative carved wood
piece at the end of the violin, usually carved out of the same piece of wood forming the pegbox.
The most common carving is a delicate scroll shape knows as a "volute" that dates back to the
Baroque period. The sound post bridges the top and back of the violin on the inside, allowing
them to vibrate together more harmoniously. The sound post of a violin is a small dowel-shaped
piece of wood usually spruce that is positioned inside the violin with the tip touching just below
the right foot of the bridge. It runs between the top and back of the violin, transferring vibration
from one surface to the other to maximize the tone of the violin. This simple invention greatly
increased the resonance of the violin when it was discovered. There are four strings on the
standard violin, typically tuned to G, D, A and E with the G being the lowest in pitch. The player
draws a horsehair bow across the strings or plucks them while fingering notes on the
fingerboard to produce single notes, chords and other sound effects. Every player has differing
opinions on how often the strings should be changed, but when the string snaps or loses the
ability to stay in tune or produce a pleasing tone, it should be replaced. The tail gut of a modern
violin is threaded at either end and attached to the tailpiece with a small adjustment screw.
These vital pieces are made of both metal and nylon materials today, though traditionally they
were crafted from twisted strips of animal intestine. The precise adjustment of the tail gut has a
major effect on the sound quality and tone of the violin, and it may require occassional
adjustment when it is new. Over time, the violin's tail gut will settle and not need as much
attention. The tailpiece is the anchor holding the strings to the body of the violin on its lower
end. Many instruments have an individual fine tuner on the tailpiece for at least the E string, if
not for all the strings. Some tailpieces have built-in fine tuners on the tailpiece for all the
strings. The tailpiece can be made of several types of wood or composite material and is seen in
other wood colors besides the typical black. The violin body is constructed of two large, arched
pieces of single wood that are held apart by the ribs. When the violin is resting on its back, the
soundboard or "top" is seen on top with two distinctive "f-holes" cut through. The back is one
large expanse of resonant wood without any hole. The quality and age of the wood in the top
and back of the violin have a large impact on its sound. Violins are very subject to their
environment, including heat and humidity, but a well-made, well-cared-for, frequently played
violin will improve markedly with age. The age, type and condition of the varnish used on these
pieces also affect the sound. The violin has cutouts in the middle on both sides, known as the
waist, to make room for the bow. The terms "bouts" and "waist" or "c-bouts" describe various
parts of the violin body's distinctive shape. When the instrument is held standing on end, the
waist or c-bouts are the cinched-in area in the middle, cut out of the curve of the wood of the
top along its edge. This allows the bow to pass over the strings at a variety of extreme angles
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the violin's body expands out in the lower bouts to maximize sound production. The upper part
of the violin's body expands out in the upper bouts to maximize sound production. The end
button holds the tail gut and tailpiece firmly in place. F-holes help shape and direct
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the sound of the violin. Fine tuners allow for more precise tuning of each string. The neck
extends from the body to hold the strings and fingerboard. The nut or string nut holds and
directs the strings down the fingerboard to the tailpiece. The pegbox holds strong tuning pegs
for the strings to wrap around so they can be tuned. The decorative edge looks good and keeps
the violin from developing cracks. It is found at the end of the violin under or next to the chin
rest and supports the tailgut. The scroll is a decorative carved wood piece at the end of the
violin. The strings vibrate and transfer that vibration to the body for amplification and
resonance. The classic string was made of sheep's gut, though few strings are made of this
material today. The tail gut holds the violin's tailpiece to the end button. The tailpiece anchors
the strings to the body of the violin on its lower end. The top and back of the violin resonate to
provide much of its tone and volume. All Rights Reserved.

