Pamela rush

She had traveled a long way from Tyler, a rural community of about 1, people in Lowndes
County, to testify in front of a coalition of elected officials convened by Sen. Elijah Cummings.
Rush had come to share her story and that of million more like her. Martin Luther King Jr. In the
U. She faced the group of probing officials, a large sculptured cross dangling on a long silver
chain that hung from her neck. Cats and stuff. Just a few days after the assembly, Rush found
herself in a Selma hospital bed, barely able to breathe. Two weeks later, she succumbed to
complications of COVID, leaving behind her year-old daughter and year-old son. She was 49
years old. She and Hamer were not so much alike in manner but similar in presentation. On the
day that Rush went to Congress, Barber said she came wearing her Sunday best. Barber
described her life as the intersection of three crises: the denial of health care, ecological
devastation and impoverishment. She had been a victim of predatory lending, paying almost 4
times the value of her mobile home in high interest fees to payday lenders. Cracks and holes in
its structure amounted to costly utility bills. The systems of this world are unjust. Times have
changed, but circumstances for many African American families have not improved
significantly. Though, there has never been a hospital in Lowndes County to shutter. The
strategy has caused a growth in tropical diseases, most notably hookworm. Rush spoke to
Southerly Magazine in about the issue, describing how her children could not play in certain
areas outside because of the health risks. In , Democratic presidential candidate and Vermont
Sen. She was a mother, an activist and an unyielding spirit. As I promised that day, I will make
sure her story is never forgotten. The power of her story and lifting her voice is going to be
greater than folks realize. Safiya Charles Montgomery Advertiser. View Comments. Pamela Sue
Rush was an American poverty , civil rights , and environmental justice activist who lived in
rural Tyler, Alabama , and who fought against poverty and inequality. Rush was born and raised
in Lowndes County, Alabama , where 72 percent of residents are Black and more than 25
percent of residents live in poverty. The poverty she experienced can be traced back to the
legacy of slavery in the Southern Black Belt. Liz Theoharis. Rush testified before a coalition of
several members of Congress led by Senator Elizabeth Warren. She became an activist for poor
people in rural areas and was featured in several publications including NPR, The Economist
and Time magazine. Rush lived in a mobile home in Tyler, Alabama , with her two children, a
son and a daughter. Rush had diabetes. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. Pamela Rush.
Lowndes County, Alabama. Selma, Alabama. Facing South. Retrieved 28 July Ultimately it stole
her life". Montgomery Advertiser. PBS News Hour. Retrieved 29 July The Intercept. Namespaces
Article Talk. Views Read Edit View history. Help Learn to edit Community portal Recent changes
Upload file. Download as PDF Printable version. Add links. July Selma, Alabama. Among the
high-profile politicians and celebrities who met with Pamela Sue Rush in her dilapidated trailer
in Lowndes County, Alabama, to learn about poverty in the United States was actress and
human rights activist Jane Fonda, pictured here embracing Rush during an October visit. One
day I, Catherine, received a message on Facebook from someone asking me to help her baby
sister. She described the terrible conditions in which she lived and asked if I could use my
influence to provide some solutions. She shared her story and showed me her reality. It will
forever influence my work and commitment to ending poverty. This visit was the beginning of
many, as Pamela opened her home and evolved into an activist in her own right by revealing her
reality. It was a reality that should not have existed in America. It was a reality full of traps that
created a prison of poverty. This prison was created by a system based on free or cheap labor.
It also was a system that was built on predatory lending, unsuitable housing, health care
disparities, and an economy that is more interested in war than peace, or death than life. Pamela
died for the economy. She opened her life and showed the world what inequality looks like.
Some of the wealthiest U. Many left in disbelief. Yet she was quietly, patiently waiting for
someone to help her escape this prison imposed upon her and her two children. William Barber
and Rev. Liz Theoharis. She even hosted them in her home. A presidential candidate visited as
well. Bernie Sanders promised to raise up her story as he fought for a more equitable society. A
good Samaritan eventually emerged and paid for Pam to receive a new, more energy efficient
home. Yet the structures in place would not allow that to lead to a happy ending. The
maintenance cost of that system was more than she could afford based on her meager income.
We worked together to find a solution, and one was in sight. However, an invisible enemy
emerged: the novel coronavirus. The state shut down for a time to combat it, delaying our work
to help Pam. The virus began to spread. Yet political leaders who care more about the economic
structure that preys on the poor began calling for people to die for the economy. Before the
coronavirus, Pam was dealing with the pandemic of poverty, living as one of the nation's million
poor people â€” not through any fault of her own, but as a victim of vicious systems of
predatory lending, economic exploitation, and disinvestment. Before the coronavirus, Pam lived
in rural Alabama â€” one of the 13 states that have resisted implementing Medicaid expansion

â€” as one of the nation's She lived as one of the thousands of people in our nation who lack
access to proper plumbing, with no federal guarantee of clean water or sanitation services so
urgently needed to survive this pandemic. Before the coronavirus, Pam also lived in a state that
sought to limit her ability to petition the government for a redress of grievances through
rampant modern voter suppression tactics. This virus, like a heat-seeking missile, zeroed in on
Pam. The intersections of poverty, environmental injustice, climate change, and racial and
health disparities placed multiple targets on her back. How do we remember her? We will tell
her story. And we will fight for policies that will prevent others in the same situation as Pamela
Sue Rush to give up their lives too soon. For her children, we will ensure that her legacy lives
on. William J. Barber III, J. Skip to main content. Join the voice for a changing South. Donate
Today. Toggle navigation. Facebook Twitter Subscribe Donate. Human Rights Economy. By
William J. JPG Among the high-profile politicians and celebrities who met with Pamela Sue
Rush in her dilapidated trailer in Lowndes County, Alabama, to learn about poverty in the United
States was actress and human rights activist Jane Fonda, pictured here embracing Rush during
an October visit. Tags pamela rush covid poverty new poor people's campaign Alabama
lowndes county inequality environmental justice housing justice health justice economic justice
medicaid expansion William Barber liz theoharis bernie sanders predatory lending voter
suppression climate change racial disparities. June 15, Damning audit of U. April 27, December
14, December 1, Lipstick Alley. This site uses cookies. By continuing to use this site, you are
agreeing to our use of cookies. Learn More. Jul 9, 1. Flies and mosquitoes swarmed her as she
tiptoed near the pit. The smell of sewage was overwhelming. Her home is on the edge of clay
dirt road in the dense Alabama forest, miles from a municipal sewer system. This is her only
option. Mold grows throughout her house because of the damp, dark conditions, causing
multiple respiratory problems for Rush and her two children. Many communities from the Black
Belt to Appalachia lack basic sewage and water infrastructure. Doctors and researchers have
observed significant levels of parasitic infections like hookworm and toxocara and conditions
for mosquito-borne illnesses like Zika and West Nile. The risks are accelerated by erratic
precipitation patterns and warming temperatures caused by global climate change. But local,
state, and federal governments offer little funding to update infrastructure and local health
departments have, so far, done little to address this public health crisis, forcing activists and
researchers to address it themselves. In , he traveled to Lowndes County for a report on U. In
the s, that same land became the foundation for the Civil Rights movement. It is home to Tent
City, where black sharecroppers lived after being kicked off their land by white farmers, and to
the Lowndes County Freedom Organization, which later became the Black Panther Party. Today,
Lowndes County has a population of about 10, people, 73 percent of whom are black. Nearly 32
percent of people live in poverty. Poverty is more concentrated and higher in the South than
other areas of the U. According to the Census Bureau , the South has seven of the top ten
states with the highest poverty rates. Slavery and Jim Crow laws created a glaring racial wealth
gap that still exists today, although both black and white populations in the region have
exceptionally low rates of upward economic mobility, according to the Equality of Opportunity
Project. Many of these communities, isolated in the Appalachian Mountains or the Mississippi
Delta, are unincorporated and therefore lack access to municipal infrastructure or have failing
infrastructure. For instance, Alabama has more than , private septic systems for people not
hooked up to municipal wastewater systems. About a quarter of them are failing. A quarter of
that will be released in block grants for unspecified rural programs all across the U. Other water
infrastructure needs, like those of dozens of counties in Appalachia, could cost millions each.
We know how to design and we even have ones that work well in low permeability soils, but all
of those things are expensive. The problem was no one was willing to go into these poor areas
to see if these diseases were here. His team discovered tropical diseases throughout
southeastern Texas and Gulf Coast states like Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana. In Lowndes
County, they found one third of 55 people tested positive for hookworm , a parasite spread
through fecal matter in soil, and also found evidence of toxocariasis, spread through stray dogs
and cats. Jul 9, 2. I think that it is easy for people to look at police brutality and condemn it, but
beasts like this not so much. This is the visceral damage of racism, the kind of damage that
makes me side eye my Trump supporter mother and cry when I go to sleep. It never makes you
angry-- just causes you to weep. Thanks x 31 Hugs! Jul 9, 3. Thanks x 38 Hugs! Jul 9, 4. Thanks
x 39 Hugs! Jul 9, 5. The thought of that is just heartbreaking. Mobile homes are considered
property. There's little to no equity in a mobile home. And they do this shit to people who have a
lack of options and resources, i. Black people. I'm so disgusted by this. Then they went and
placed a sewage system nearby. Thanks x 38 Sad x 1 Angry x 1. Jul 9, 6. This is terrible. I hate
this for her. May she RIP. Last edited: Jul 9, Thanks x Jul 9, 7. This is America! Thanks x 11 Sad
x 1 Angry x 1. Jul 9, 8. This breaks my heart RIP. Jul 9, 9. I grew up in the country very rural on

well water. We've always had to be careful during long hot dry summer spells. Fast forward to a
gigantic manufacturing plant built about 7 years ago. It's about 10 minutes from my parent's
house. People attempt to dig wells and just can't get anything. My parents' well went dry, and
they've since routed my late grandma's well water to their house. Unfortunately, that water is
not only limited, but it's not drinkable. It's been tested and fine to wash with, but not drink. So
my mom can no longer wash clothes at home, and they get their drinking water at Walmart. It's
been like this for YEARS, and only within the last year has there been a passing mention in the
local paper. Try taking a looooong luxurious shower at my parents' house and you will get
CUT--you better get in that tub, do what it do efficiently and get the fuck on. ETA: I don't see it
done as much anymore, but pesticide planes spraying crops used to be a big thing back home. I
remember and know Black folks' who had small homes smack-dab in the middle of a crop field I
mean surrounded on all sides by whatever crop was growing, barely any yard space. I've always
wondered if the resident s had any ill health consequences from that. Sorry for the lengthy post
but this resonates with me on a very personal level. Thanks x 19 Hugs! Jul 9, Both parties have
let down the rural areas with government policies and abuse from various industries.
Environmental injustice is really terrible in AL. I work with air quality and environmental justice
advocacy group in Birmingham and when I tell you the mess the AL health department lets
factories and corporations get away with is truly disgusting. Its slowly killing black people here.
Thanks x 28 Sad x 3. My mother's home town is a couple miles away from a Dupont plant - been
there since s. I remember their well water being trash and stinking. A lot of people in that town
have died of cancer. I don't think it's a coincidence. No one will try to sue. Thanks x 7 Sad x 7
Hugs! RIP heartbreaking story. This is what I think of when my older relatives talk about wanting
to move back to Alabama. Reminds me of certain parts of Louisiana. Thanks x 6. This is
devastating. You think the hood is bad until you visit one of these rural areas where the living
conditions are abysmal. Thanks x 14 Sad x 1. Thanks x 7 Hugs! What a cruel world. Thanks x 9
Hugs! Thanks x 7. My dad is from Lowndes county but he moved away in the s. RIP Ms Rush.
Sad, may she RIP. Thanks x 8. Thanks x 9 Sad x 4. Thanks x 4 Sad x 3 Hugs! Thanks x 9. This is
shameful. Thanks x 2. I wanna write in Bernie's name so bad. But I won't. Thanks x 1. You must
log in or sign up to reply here. Show Ignored Content. Share This Page Tweet. Your name or
email address: Do you already have an account? No, create an account now. Yes, my password
is: Forgot your password? Close Menu Forums Recent Posts. Most Liked Most Commented.
Blogs Home Page All Blogs. Re-posted from the Montgomery Advertiser. She had traveled a
long way from Tyler, a rural community of about 1, people in Lowndes County, to testify in front
of a coalition of elected officials convened by Sen. Elijah Cummings. Rush had come to share
her story and that of million more like her. Martin Luther King Jr. In the U. She faced the group
of probing officials, a large sculptured cross dangling on a long silver chain that hung from her
neck. Cats and stuff. Just a few days after the assembly, Rush found herself in a Selma hospital
bed, barely able to breathe. Two weeks later, she succumbed to complications of COVID,
leaving behind her year-old daughter and year-old son. She was 49 years old. She and Hamer
were not so much alike in manner but similar in presentation. On the day that Rush went to
Congress, Barber said she came wearing her Sunday best. Barber described her life as the
intersection of three crises: the denial of health care, ecological devastation and
impoverishment. She had been a victim of predatory lending, paying almost 4 times the value of
her mobile home in high interest fees to payday lenders. Cracks and holes in its structure
amounted to costly utility bills. The systems of this world are unjust. Times have changed, but
circumstances for many African American families have not improved significantly. Though,
there has never been a hospital in Lowndes County to shutter. The strategy has caused a
growth in tropical diseases, most notably hookworm. In , Democratic presidential candidate and
Vermont Sen. She was a mother, an activist and an unyielding spirit. The power of her story and
lifting her voice is going to be greater than folks realize. You are commenting using your
WordPress. You are commenting using your Google account. You are commenting using your
Twitter account. You are commenting using your Facebook account. Notify me of new
comments via email. Notify me of new posts via email. Skip to content. In doing so, she
unwittingly became an activist. Share this: Twitter Facebook. Like this: Like Loading Fill in your
details below or click an icon to log in:. Email required Address never made public. Name
required. Add your thoughts here Email Required Name Required Website. Rush, 49, was a
mother to a year-old daughter and year-old son. She also was a well-known activist who fought
against injustice in poverty-stricken areas. Before she became ill, Rush spent the last two years
of her life fighting for the poverty-stricken and those affected by systemic racism. As a result,
Rush was unable to make necessary changes to her home that others take for granted. She and
her two children also suffered respiratory issues related to the mold growing inside their home
from the intense moisture. Determined not to let her circumstances weigh her down, she chose

to use her voice to help the countless others affected by systemic racism. In June , Rush,
accompanied by the Rev. House and Senate, including Sen. Elizabeth Warren, and told her story
through tears. Cats and stuff. And I got raw sewage. That same year, Rush was introduced to
environmental activist Catherine Flowers and told Flowers she wanted to tell her story. The two
worked closely together to speak out against the prejudices that affect the lives of black
individuals. In an article on Facing South, Flowers touched on how deep an effect Rush had on
her work. Those who knew her expressed an admiration for her strength, honesty and strong
moral code. Barber told the Montgomery Advertiser he counted Rush as a sister. Rush
expressed in her interview with Southerly how she could not allow the shame she felt about her
circumstances stop her from doing what was right. The Alabama Department of Public Health
reported 1, new cases of the disease in its report Tuesday, up from on Sunday and on Monday.
The state has averaged cases a day over the past week, still below the average of 1, a week ago
and 2, a day for the week ended Feb. There have been , cases of the coronavirus and 9, deaths
from it in the state since the pandemic began last March. Read more. Department of the
Treasury, which began allocating money to states, territories, local governments and Indian
tribes last month. In recent months, deaths due to COVID increased dramatically, further
stressing an industry already overwhelmed. The weather in Alabama may be bone-chilling cold,
but the data on the COVID outbreak are moving in the direction that should warm the hearts of
health officials. A company that made its name by running golf tournaments, football games
and car races is now taking over a call center that handles inquiries about COVID vaccines. The
former editor of Southern Living died this week from cancer. During a virtual meeting Tuesday,
the council approved last-minute funding for Council President William Parker to take a two-day
trip to Montgomery to meet with Alabama legislators. Jeanne Marrazzo said during a press
conference. But Alabama still leads the nation with a positivity rate of The upcoming union vote
is significant for Amazon, which has fought efforts to unionize, and the region as a whole. For
now, some races are looking more crowded than others. Altogether, the SPLC tracked
organizations defined as hate groups in The information, along with an updated map of those
underserved portions of the state, was presented by CTC Technology and Energy, which has a
contract to develop a statewide plan for broadband access. Joanne Hovis, CTC president, said
the cost estimate was based on providing the best level of technology. Got a great job for you.
Birmingham Mayor Randall Woodfin urges Birmingham residents to continue taking the new
coronavirus seriously, and he speaks from firsthand experience. Walter Gonsoulin announced
Friday that the building would no longer be used for in-school education. At this point, it does
not appear the building will be able to be occupied again. Former U. The novel coronavirus that
has pushed the world into a pandemic has mutated into additional strains, and one of those
strains that is more contagious has now reached Alabama. One patient is an adult and the other
two are under age The U. House of Representatives seat after the decennial census is released.
SELC made the case that the requirements were inadequate to address ongoing violations and
control of pollution from benzene, a known carcinogen. Lloyd J. Austin III as secretary of
defense. Austin, who was educated at Auburn University and has sat on its board, is the first
Black to hold the position in its year history. Both Alabama senators voted in favor of
confirming Austin. Although still recovering from COVIDrelated pneumonia, Birmingham Mayor
Randall Woodfin announced three major political appointments Tuesday morning, including a
new director of innovation and economic opportunity and two members of the Birmingham
Water Works Board. Following its committee meeting today, commissioners reconvened their
Jan. Jefferson County commissioners conducted their regular committee meeting Tuesday in
the new normal way, returning to a virtual platform. With hospitalizations climbing to
unprecedented levels, county leaders invoked Section 3 of the emergency declaration they
enacted March 16 to permit virtual meetings. On Tuesday, for the first time since the start of the
COVID pandemic, the Birmingham City Council opted for an all-virtual council meeting â€”
though, at least initially, that format kept them from accomplishing much. No one is more
responsible for the devastation to life and property at the U. Capitol than the criminals
themselves, but retributions are under way against parts of the media environment that allowed
it and even encouraged it. Amazon, Apple and Google essentially shut down Parler, a social
media platform popular with conspiracy theorists. Doug Jones had a lot of assets that put him
on the short list of candidates for attorney general in the incoming Biden Administration.
Vestiges of segregation still thread through the systems and processes with which we engage
throughout our lives, influencing Black Alabamians in large and small ways, including
economic opportunities and lifetime wealth, relationship with law enforcement, health care and
even projected lifespan. Read stories in The Legacy of Race series. Thank you to everyone who
donated to the Alabama Initiative for Independent Journalism, which publishes
BirminghamWatch, during our recent NewsMatch campaign. The opportunity to have cash gifts

doubled has ended, but you may still donate to support our nonprofit journalism throughout the
year. Donate Now. The WeeklyWatch will be delivered to your inbox each Friday morning.
Non-profit, non-partisan BirminghamWatch depends on donors to support its public service
journalism. Click here to make your tax-deductible donation to BirminghamWatch. Search for:
GO. Previous Post. Next Post. BirminghamWatch Recommends. Jefferson County Commission.
In Remembrance. Birmingham City Council. Dozens Rally to Support Amazon Union in
Bessemer February 7, The upcoming union vote is significant for Amazon, which has fought
efforts to unionize, and the region as a whole. Birmingham City Elections. Alabama Education
Association. Hate in Alabama. Coronavirus Vaccine. Alabama Legislature. About News.
Fultondale tornado. Doug Jones. Variant of COVID Virus Detected in Three Alabamians January
27, The novel coronavirus that has pushed the world into a pandemic has mutated into
additional strains, and one of those strains that is more contagious has now reached Alabama.
Biden Administration. The Legacy of Race. Vestiges of the Past Carry Ingrained Racism Into the
Modern Age September 1, Vestiges of segregation still thread through the systems and
processes with which we engage throughout our lives, influencing Black Alabamians in large
and small ways, including economic opportunities and lifetime wealth, relationship with law
enforcement, health care and even projected lifespan. Like this story? Help us do more
reporting like it. Two years ago, Pamela Rush came to the U. Capitol and exposed the injustice
of poverty in rural Alabama. Capitol and told her story of living in extreme poverty on behalf of
the new Poor People's Campaign, which captured her statement. I'm from Lowndes County, Ala.
Her story is a familiar one across the rural South, but Rush became an activist who fought for
justice in impoverished areas. We're mentioning her now because she is another person who
died this summer from complications of COVID She was 50 years old. KELLY: Pamela Rush had
diabetes, and her daughter has breathing issues made worse by living in a mobile home
wracked with mold. Raw sewage pulled in the yard. And Rush was deeply in debt because of
predatory loans. I'm paying all these bills. And they need school clothes and stuff. They be
asking me for it. I can't give it to them. She also told me about the predatory lending that she
and her family were victim of. And I thought then that Pamela's story was really a stark view of
inequality in this nation. So Bernie Sanders came to Alabama. Jane Fonda came. They saw the
cracks and holes in the mobile home. They saw the traps Rush put out to keep wild animals
from invading. They learned that Rush had no car, so had no easy way to get her daughter to
Birmingham to see doctors. Barber II visited, too. She said, I want the nation maybe to help
somebody else. All rights reserved. Visit our website terms of use and permissions pages at
NPR transcripts are created on a rush deadline by Verb8tm, Inc. This text may not be in its final
form and may be updated or revised in the future. Accuracy and availability may vary.
Accessibility links Skip to main content Keyboard shortcuts for audio player. Don't Tell Me! NPR
Shop. Facebook Twitter Flipboard Email. September 3, PM ET. Heard on All Things Considered.
Michelle Love , BirminghamWatch August 26, Among the high-profile politicians and celebrities
who met with Pamela Sue Rush in her dilapidated trailer in Lowndes County, Alabama, to learn
about poverty in the United States was actress and human rights activist Jane Fonda, pictured
here embracing Rush during an October visit. Rush, 49, was a mother to a year-old daughter
and year-old son. She also was a well-known activist who fought against injustice in
poverty-stricken areas. Before she became ill, Rush spent the last two years of her life fighting
for the poverty-stricken and those affected by systemic racism. As a result, Rush was unable to
make necessary changes to her home that others take for granted. She and her two children
also suffered respiratory issues related to the mold growing inside their home from the intense
moisture. Determined not to let her circumstances weigh her down, she chose to use her voice
to help the countless others affected by systemic racism. In June , Rush, accompanied by the
Rev. House and Senate, including Sen. Elizabeth Warren, and told her story through tears. Cats
and stuff. And I
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got raw sewage. That same year, Rush was introduced to environmental activist Catherine
Flowers and told Flowers she wanted to tell her story. The two worked closely together to speak
out against the prejudices that affect the lives of black individuals. In an article on Facing South,
Flowers touched on how deep an effect Rush had on her work. Those who knew her expressed
an admiration for her strength, honesty and strong moral code. Barber told the Montgomery
Advertiser he counted Rush as a sister. Rush expressed in her interview with Southerly how
she could not allow the shame she felt about her circumstances stop her from doing what was
right. Concerned about disparities in vaccine allocation, Birmingham community leaders want

officials to increase outreach efforts in Black neighborhoods. In recent months, deaths due to
COVID increased dramatically, further stressing an industry already overwhelmed. Toggle
navigation Listen Live. More Coronavirus Coverage. Not at this time Give now.

