No low beam headlights trailblazer

Last Updated: October 28, References. This article was co-authored by our trained team of
editors and researchers who validated it for accuracy and comprehensiveness. There are 13
references cited in this article, which can be found at the bottom of the page. This article has
been viewed , times. Learn more A blown out low beam bulb can make it difficult to see at night
and driving with your high beams on all the time can make it difficult for other drivers to see.
Fortunately, fixing a bad low beam is a straight forward process in the majority of vehicles that
can be done by most people without just a few hand tools. If replacing your headlight bulb does
not work, there may be an electrical issue in your vehicle that should be addressed by a
professional. To fix a low beam headlight, first leave your headlights on and get out of your
vehicle to verify which side has the blown-out bulb. Then, purchase a replacement bulb that
matches the year, make, and model of your vehicle. Disconnect your car battery by loosening
the nut holding the ground cable on the negative terminal of the battery. You will also likely
need to remove the trim separating the headlight assembly from the engine bay. Next, find the
headlight bracket or holder and remove the headlight and wire pigtail. Disconnect the wires
leading into the headlight and pull the bulb from the bulb housing. Now, remove the new bulb
from its package using gloves or a tissue. Slide the bulb gently into the bulb housing, then
connect the wiring pigtail you disconnected and reattach it to the back of the bulb assembly.
Put the bulb assembly back into the headlight housing, reinstall the trim pieces, and reconnect
the battery. For more details on how to polish your new headlight bulb, see below. Did this
summary help you? Yes No. We've been helping billions of people around the world continue to
learn, adapt, grow, and thrive for over a decade. Every dollar contributed enables us to keep
providing high-quality how-to help to people like you. Please consider supporting our work with
a contribution to wikiHow. Log in Social login does not work in incognito and private browsers.
Please log in with your username or email to continue. No account yet? Create an account. Edit
this Article. We use cookies to make wikiHow great. By using our site, you agree to our cookie
policy. Cookie Settings. Learn why people trust wikiHow. Download Article Explore this Article
parts. Related Articles. Article Summary. Part 1 of Identify a blown out bulb. Then get back in
your vehicle and turn on your high beams. Some vehicles use a single bulb for both high and
low beams while others do not. If the high beam on the same side is also out, it may be one
bulb. If neither the low or high beams work on the same side, there could also be an electrical
issue preventing the bulbs from getting power. Purchase a replacement bulb. You can find the
proper code for your vehicle at websites such as Gather the necessary tools. Swapping a low
beam bulb can require varying amounts of work. While some cars may require no tools at all,
others may require specialized tools to help remove portions of the trim under the hood, or even
the bumper and grill. Refer to the service manual for your specific vehicle for a comprehensive
list of tools required for the job. Most vehicles require only a screw driver or nothing at all to
gain access to the headlight housing. If you purchased your vehicle used, flat head screws may
have been replaced with Philips head screws or other components may have been swapped out
during repairs by the previous owner. Disconnect the battery. Be sure you remember which side
of the car has a blown out low beam bulb before disconnecting the battery. To disconnect it,
use a hand or socket wrench of the appropriate size to loosen the nut holding the ground cable
onto the negative terminal of the battery. You will not need to disconnect the positive terminal.
Part 2 of Remove any necessary trim pieces. In many vehicles, you will need to remove a piece
of trim that separates the headlight assembly from the engine bay. This plastic piece often
extends the width of the car, but in some there may be individual pieces for each headlight. In
some newer GM vehicles, you may also need to remove the front bumper cover in order to
access the headlight assemblies. Be careful not to break plastic fasteners or snaps your vehicle
may use to hold trim pieces in place. Replacement fasteners and snaps of most kinds can be
purchased at your local auto parts store. Locate the headlight bracket or holder. Many newer
vehicles use a plastic headlight housing to hold the headlight bulb in place, while some others
use a metal or plastic bracket. In many vehicles, you will only need to twist the headlight a
quarter turn counter clockwise and pull it out straight back to remove it. In some vehicles, you
will need to unbolt the headlight assembly and slide it out of the car to access the headlight
bulb itself in the back. Disconnect the wires going to the headlight. The headlight bulb should
still be in a socket connected to wiring coming from your vehicle. Disconnect the wires by
unclipping them from the bottom of the headlight bulb housing and pull on it gently to
disconnect it. Ensure you pull on the plastic clip and not the wires, as you may accidentally pull
them out of the headlight bulb housing, causing your headlights to fail to function. They are
often made of brittle plastic and may break easily. If you break the clip, you can secure it in
place with a single strip of electrical tape, or purchase a replacement clip to solder in place of
the old one. Pull the headlight bulb out of the bulb housing. Place your index finger and thumb
as low as possible at the base of the bulb and pull to remove it from the bulb housing. Do not

pinch the larger portion near the top of the bulb as it may crack or break and cut you. A broken
bulb is significantly harder to remove. Discard the blown out bulb in the trash once complete.
Part 3 of Remove the bulb from the package using gloves or a tissue. The oil on your hands can
compromise the glass of the bulb, reducing its lifespan. Protect your bulb from this by wearing
gloves or using a tissue any time you come into contact with the glass of the new low beam
headlight bulb. Be careful not to drop the bulb as you remove it from the package. Slide the new
bulb into place. Keep your gloves on or the bulb in a tissue as you slide it into the bulb housing.
Be careful not to apply too much pressure to the top of the bulb as you press it in to avoid
cracking or breaking the glass. Make sure the bulb is seated firmly in the bulb housing so it has
a solid electrical connection. If you feel like you have to force the bulb in, it may not be the
correct bulb for your vehicle. Connect the wiring to the bulb assembly. Take the wiring pigtail
you disconnected from the bulb previously and reattach it to the back of the bulb assembly with
the new headlight bulb in it. Make sure the clip snaps into place and holds the wiring pigtail
firmly. If the wires come loose while you are driving, the headlight will stop working. Be careful
not to yank on the assembly with it connected, as you may rip a wire out of the harness. Slide
the bulb assembly back into the headlight housing. Wipe the bulb off again with rubbing alcohol
if you feel it may have come into contact with your skin, then slide it into the headlight housing.
Turn the bulb assembly a quarter turn clockwise to re-secure it, or reinstall the bracket that held
your headlight bulb in place. Make sure to use the same bolts you removed to secure the
bracket if equipped. Reinstall the trim pieces and reconnect the battery. With the headlight
completely reassembled, replace the trim pieces you removed in the opposite order you took
them off in. Turn the headlights on and check to make sure the new bulb works. I replaced my
headlight bulb, but the low beams still aren't working. What am I doing wrong? There may be a
blown fuse or the wiring leading to your headlights may have been compromised. First, locate
the headlight fuse and make sure it is intact. If it is, use a voltmeter to see how much power, if
any, is reaching the headlights. If there is no power reaching them, there is a break in the wiring
somewhere between the fuse panel and the headlights themselves. Not Helpful 6 Helpful The
filament in your low beam bulb may be about to break or there may be a voltage issue going to
the headlight when you have the low beams on. Use a voltmeter to see how many volts are
reaching the headlight. If it is fewer than 12 or so volts, there is an issue somewhere in your
electrical system. Not Helpful 4 Helpful My low beams don't work, and neither do my wipers or
my radio. What should I do? It's a blown fuse. Locate your fuse box and use your owner's
manual to find the fuse and replace it. Not Helpful 2 Helpful 9. Your headlights should be
powered independently from one another and blowing out one should not have any affect on
the headlight on the other side of your car. If both of your headlights are out, they may have
both blown out, or there may be an electrical issue with the vehicle. A blown headlight fuse is
also a likely culprit. Not Helpful 2 Helpful 8. Can changing the main beam bulb cause my car's
automatic transmission to stop working? Your transmission will be fine. The headlights don't
have anything to do with the transmission. Not Helpful 0 Helpful 2. What should I do if a new
bulb and new fuse does not make my low beam headlight work? Take it to a local mechanic for
servicing. Not Helpful 3 Helpful 3. What should I do if my headlights don't work, but the bulbs
and fuses are okay? Check the fuse for that particular headlight and ensure that it is hooked up
correctly. If you aren't sure how to do this, take your car to a shop. Not Helpful 2 Helpful 4.
Check your grounds that are leading to and from the headlights. Sometimes the ground wires
get rusted and disconnect. Not Helpful 3 Helpful 2. My left low beam light works for a little while
then it goes off when I'm driving, but if I turn it back on and off it works again, so I don't think
it's the bulb. What else could it be? Change the bulb anyway and if this does not fix it, then go
see the local mechanic. Not Helpful 2 Helpful 0. Unanswered Questions. What do I do if the low
beams in my car don't work but the high beams do? What do I do if I changed my headlights
and now the low beams don't work? Where can I find the fuse for the right headlight in a Nissan
Sentra? How do I know which relay the headlight uses? Include your email address to get a
message when this question is answered. By using this service, some information may be
shared with YouTube. Related wikiHows How to. How to. More References 4. About This Article.
Co-authored by:. Co-authors: Updated: October 28, Categories: Headlights. Article Summary X
To fix a low beam headlight, first leave your headlights on and get out of your vehicle to verify
which side has the blown-out bulb. Italiano: Aggiustare le Luci Anabbaglianti della tua
Macchina. Thanks to all authors for creating a page that has been read , times. Did this article
help you? Cookies make wikiHow better. By continuing to use our site, you agree to our cookie
policy. Related Articles How to. By signing up you are agreeing to receive emails according to
our privacy policy. Follow Us. Get all the best how-tos! X Help us do more We've been helping
billions of people around the world continue to learn, adapt, grow, and thrive for over a decade.
Let's do this! The most recently reported issues are listed below. Please also check out the

statistics and reliability analysis of the Chevrolet Trailblazer based on all problems reported for
the Trailblazer. Headlights went off on three different occasions this past week, it also happened
once before several months back. They just shut off and while your panicking and hitting the
headlight switch several times they finally come back on. We will not drive it at night anymore.
Why is my car not recalled when others from the same year are. I have been working in
manufacturing for over thirty years and my dad worked on the gm assembly line for thirty years.
Don't kid yourself that you know which batch of parts were used on a particular car. My VIN is
defective. When driving the vehicle the headlights will just randomly go out. Or at times they will
go out come on and go out again. Unable seeing where im pullin off the road to. After several
tries of turning switch on and off. The lights return. But only for a few and then it does it all over
again. This happens randomly. Reported it to yhe dealership whr I purchased it. I was told they
was unable. To see it. But had change the fuses. I just bought this vehicle. The headlights won't
come on the low beams. I pulled the blinker handle back for high beams to come on. I hold it
back while I mess with headlight switch finally low beams comes on and I can push blinker
handle forward to engage high beams to stay on. Tl-the contact owns a Chevrolet Trailblazer.
The contact was driving at 45 mph at night and the headlights went out. The contavt pulled over
and played with the switch and was able get the headlights back on to get home. The vehicle
was taken to the dealer jerry seiner south jordan Buick GMC s jordan gateway, south jordan, ut
and the light problem was repaired at a cost to the contact. The VIN tool showed no recalls. The
manufacturer had not been contacted. The failure mileage was , Low headlights both are off
continuually. High beams are ok, no matter which position dash headlight switch is in. High
beams come on with steering column control, but not low beams. Replaced relays and fuses
although originals checked ok. Removed each headlight nacell assembly and checked each
light individually with separate source 12v. All ok. Meter checked hi-lo headlight plug, 12v ok on
hi wires, no voltage on lo wires. Problem exist whether car is running or not. I am stumped!.
Solid state relay module for low beam - high beam headlights. When driving at night, both low
beam headlights went out at the same time. Was able to switch to high beams to continue
home, but not without blinding other vehicles. Replaced the solid state relay at a local autozone
store. This relay is a single point failure, which an un-experienced driver could have had a
possible accident if the person did not know what to do quickly in a calm manner. At
approximately pm I was traveling on a rural road at highway speeds and suddenly my
headlights went out. The headlamps were on low-beam at the time. I checked the headlight
switch and it was in the proper position. I switched the headlights to high-beam and the lights
came back on. I researched the issue and it appears that a 'headlight driver module' is to blame.
This module appears to be a significant source of failure. This is a terrible design flaw.
Something as important as headlights should not be subject to such a poor quality device. I
would like to see no devices between the battery and the headlight switch and the headlight
switch and the lights. Headlamps failed while driving. Driver switched from high beam
headlights to low beams. Nearly crashed when low beam lights failed to work. All other lamps
functioning properly. After stopping, driver tried to switch the lights on and still failed. Only
high beam lamps functioning. Vehicle can no longer be driven at night. I have been registered
owner of this vehicle for past 5 years and was not notified of this recall by gm. After leaving a
movie theatre and upon entering the freeway June 13, at am, it appeared that the headlights
were not on. I drove the vehicle, with the high beams on to the first available exit to pull over
and found the headlights were not on and would not come on. I turned light switch on and off,
turned the vehicle on and off and tried light switches again - this did not resolve problem. The
high beams were still working. After leaving the high beams on for a while and trying the
headlights again, they came back on. Approximately 2 months later, on August 8, while driving
to the store, the headlights were not working again. I pulled the vehicle over tried the switch,
tried turning the car on and off, again this did not resolve the issue. After driving with the high
beams for about 5 minutes, I tried the headlights again and they came on. The same problem
occurred two more times in the same week on August 11th and 12th, while driving at night. I
was driving home one night about an hour after dark. As I was driving about 45 mph, my
headlights just completely went out without warning. After carefully pulling off to the side of the
road I realized my high beams were still working. I looked into this issue and realized it was a
relay 45 and 46 issue. The next day I replaced this relay and my lights worked. For a day. Now
it's been almost a month, and I can't drive after dark. I've asked my local gm dealership to look
into this and they told me there was a recall but yet they don't have a resolution. Being I work
until the sun goes down, and I have an hour drive home from work days a week, this presents a
major problem for me. If this were a simple window switch recall which I've already had
replaced I would be ok with it for now. Unfortunately this is a lighting issue which can be and is
a very serious issue. I need this issue resolved immidiatly and if the dealership can't fix it, I

don't know how I would be expected to. The contact owns a Chevrolet Trailblazer. The contact
stated that while driving at approximately 55 mph, the headlights flickered. The vehicle was
taken to a dealer where it was diagnosed that the relay switch needed to be replaced. The
vehicle was repaired. The manufacturer was notified of the failure. The approximate failure
mileage was , Approximately 2 years ago my dim headlights went out as I was driving at night. I
thought to switch to high beams and luckily they worked on high beam thank goodness this
was a road I knew well. I have no way of knowing how often this happens during the daytime.
But it occurred several times after this. I had my vehicle checked and was told it was a relay.
Changed it and problem solved, until now. The issue is back, gm sent me a "special coverage"
letter, I called the number on the letter and was directed to take it to a chev. Dealership to
confirm my vehicle does have the headlamp driver module issue then Chevrolet will let me
know what would be next. They did confirm my vehicle has the issue but Chevrolet will not
cover my vehicle because it is over the mileage of , Car Problems. Headlight Switch problem 1.
Headlight Switch problem 2. Headlight Switch problem 3. Headlight Switch problem 4. Headlight
Switch problem 5. Headlight Switch problem 6. Headlight Switch problem 7. Headlight Switch
problem 8. Headlight Switch problem 9. Headlight Switch problem Other Exterior Lighting
related problems of the Chevrolet Trailblazer. Headlights problems Headlights problems.
Exterior Lighting problems. Fog Light Switch problems. Brake Light problems. Tail Light Switch
problems. Brake Light Switch problems. Tail Light problems. I can not travel anywhere at night
because I do not know when my low beams will go out. High beam blinds people so for now
until I get this fixed I do not drive at night. The low beams come back on when they want so they
are not blown out bulbs. I bought the the trailblazer in july The previous owner had blue
lowbeam lights on it. I immediately changed them to standard soft white lights. There were no
problems with the headlights until around december Suddenly while i was driving they cut off.
Immediately I turned on my high beams. After several moments I switched my low beams back
on and they were fine. This continued for several months and then they just stopped working at
all. Bulbs have been replaced. No effect. I can be going down road and low beam lights go out
along with background lights on my speedometer etc on panel. It is not safe and we have
changed everything trying to fix it. It works fine for a bit then about time we think we fixed it it
happens again It is nice to know I'm not the only one having this trouble but sure wish I could
find out how to fix it. I see several other people owning the Trail Blazer had this same problem.
Has anyone out there found the solution yet? This has to be a factory defect. It is too unusual
for it to have happened to another person in Arizona. If you have a for-profit service, contact us.
Most Common Solutions: not sure 7 reports. Find something helpful? Spread the word. Share
on Facebook Retweet this page Email this page. Helpful websites No one has added a helpful
site for this Trailblazer problem yet. Be the first! Find a good Chevrolet mechanic Read reviews
of repair shops in your area. Enter your zip code: A free service from CarTalk. Send Comment
Add Complaint. Search CarComplaints. Not what you are looking for? Search for something
else:. This Chevrolet Trailblazer came in with the complaint that neither one of the low beam
headlights would work. They both stopped working at the same time. The customer had already
paid another shop to have the headlight and dimmer switches replaced. After several days of
trying hit and miss diagnosis she called me. After removing the outer cover, you should find an
inner cover that also will have to be removed. On the inside of the main fuse box cover there
should be a fuse box legend. On the far right hand side of the legend is a listing for solid state
relays. The relay we are looking for is designated as an HDM relay. It is identified as being relay
number Looking at the legend for part number 46, we find that it is located nearly in the center
of the fuse box but slightly towards the fender. Here is the actual relay in the fuse box. The first
thing that I noticed was that the relay had a different physical appearance compared to a factory
relay. It should have been black, shiny and had the part number stamped on top. The part
number is It should have looked just like the relay located next to it that is designated as relay
number I strongly recommend using the original equipment relay if possible. They just last
longer. To purchase the relay, click here. It takes a firm grip to grasp the relay and pull it from
the fuse box. Now the simplest was to test the relay is that if you know relay 45 is good, remove
it. Also note that there are numbers next to the terminals on the underside of the relay. Terminal
1 is not used. Terminal 2 should have battery power on it at all times. Terminal 3 is not used.
Terminal 5 is switch battery power from the BCM. I do not recommend testing this terminal with
a test light. In doing testing, take your time and do not allow yourself to be fooled by mirror
images. I always place my finger on the relay terminal that I want to test and then rotate the
relay into position to identify the corresponding terminal in the fuse box. Then install it into the
relay 46 position. If the headlights work, you know that you will need to purchase a new relay. I
know the temptation is there to just swap relays but keep in mind that relay 45 is for the engine
fan clutch. You may wind up with an overheating condition if you do. I personally recommend

changing both relays while you are there but I will leave that up to you. If you would like a deal
on buying both relays, click here. The headlights now work again and all I have to do is install
the rubber cover over the low beam opening in the rear of the headlight assembly. The last shop
left it off and the customer asked if I would install it. The last word on this repair is that if you
remember the relay had already been replaced with an aftermarket relay once and it had failed
again. Thanks very much. After seeing your pictures, I went back to my vehicle, put the relay in
the proper position and, voila, my lights came on. Thought that I was going to have to dig into
the wiring. I have had to do that in the past due to a hungry mouse. Thanks for the detail in the
pictures! It prevented me from wasting time because of a senior moment. You must be logged in
to post a comment. Skip to content. Terminal 6 is continuous battery ground and is terminated
at the lower left side of the engine. Log in to Reply. Share Your Experience: Cancel reply You
must be logged in to post a comment. Especially headlights that flicker and often go out with no
warning and then come back on with no warning. I own a GMC Envoy, so I've noticed this
problem too, the headlights have flickered and okay no big deal but then Monday night as I
drove home the head lights went out. Right as I'm pulling to a stop light, I switch the lights on
and off several times, no luck. No high beams, no low beams, the fog lights worked and interior
lights worked. Just as I really start to panic, the head lights came back on and stayed on the
rest of the trip home, but I was shaken and wanted to get to the bottom of this. Thinking of my
late dad a master diesel mechanic , I thought of what he'd try, and he would check the electrical
lines and battery but I just had that checked when a bought the vehicle in September. Then I
read at one of my favorite car sites cargurus. The interior fuse box is inside of the vehicle. So I
checked a few other GM sites and yes people suggest changing the relay. I check with my
favorite chain auto parts store and they don't have just the relay but a switch, harness, cable
and relay in a kit , which is way more than I need. I then get home later and pull the cover
actually there are two covers , for the relay box and on the inside of the outer lid is your guide to
what goes where my picture here shows the box and the lid , and the relays are bigger than the
fuses and 46 is for headlights in general, just not low beams. Simple fix it seems, pull the old
one and replace with the new relay. I took the SUV out for a drive in the rain and though it ran
fine the flickering and outage were sporadic before , but now even the headlights seems
brighter. I had spoken with my brother a long time parts man and mechanic just like our dad ,
earlier in the day about this issue and he mentioned his ex's wife's Chevrolet Trailblazer had a
similar issue with the fuel gauge, that sometimes it worked and sometimes it didn't. Kevin, if
you are reading this, check that relay lid and find which one is for the instrument panel and go
from there. And for all of you with these SUV's which are great vehicles by the way , check that
relay box, don't be fooled by the bolts sticking through, both lids are snap ons, so just un click
each one and check to see which relays they are fatter than the fuses, some are grey and some
black , and check with your local GM dealership for the replacement relays and hopefully that
solves the problem. Type your email address in the box and click the "create subscription"
button. My list is completely spam free, and you can opt out at any time. Filed under: Cars. Meet
our bloggers, post comments
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, or pitch your blog idea. I'm a lifelong writer since I was 8 years old , and have been doing this
blog in some form or fashion since And I appreciate you taking to the time to read what I have to
say, feel free to email charles. Most recent post: Ted Cruz calls his Cancun trip a juvenile
decision. Search this blog By Charles W. Johnson , November 5, at pm. Leave a comment.
Welcome to ChicagoNow. Sign in Pitch your idea Play games. Meet The Blogger Charles W.
Johnson I'm a lifelong writer since I was 8 years old , and have been doing this blog in some
form or fashion since Johnson on The Vociferous Envoy. Charles W. Banks posted today at am.
Posts from related blogs. Read these ChicagoNow blogs. Chicago Cubs news and
comprehensive blog, featuring old school baseball writing combined with the latest statistical
trends. Cole Roederer Video Interview. Migaloo â€” Petraits Rescue. Read these ChicagoNow
Bloggers. We got our first Covid shot and this is what happened. Gifts from my Husband.

