Cost to replace zinsco electrical panel

Get free estimates from electrical contractors near you or check out our cost guide below. Total
costs depend on the type of home, the number of circuits, and the amperage. Our homes are
using more energy than ever before, and the electrical system that was installed decades ago
may not have the necessary capacity to handle the electrical load required of it today. To keep a
house running smoothly, the proper rating of electrical panel can eliminate tripped circuit
breakers and prevent fires. Electrical panel replacement typically takes 8 to 10 hours which
includes amp capability, a new panel with main breaker and ten circuit breakers, labor, and all
required materials. The biggest cost for most electrical work is labor. Installation costs depend
on the labor required. New wires may need to be added or replaced, or if anything needs to be
brought up to code. A amp breaker box may be sufficient for households with minimal use of
electricity, but most modern homes require amps. There are a few reasons for a new breaker
box installation over a fuse box. The main circuit breaker shuts off the electricity to the house in
one move. If one of the smaller circuit breakers fails to trip, the main circuit breaker will trip, as
a backup. It will also trip if there is a significant surge of electricity, such as lightning. If it trips
often enough, soon it will need to be replaced. If you notice them tripping regularly, you might
look into getting them replaced or upgrading your panel box. Some are more resilient and can
be buried underground. Older meter boxes contain mercury, which is poisonous. The newer
electric meter boxes operate digitally and provide a more accurate record of usage. They also
record other information such as the date and time any electricity was used. This enables you to
identify your peak usage hours and find ways to cut back, thereby saving money. That can
prove to be frustrating, it can take longer than expected, and it could even be dangerous. Hire a
licensed electrician to do the job. A sub panel box is smaller and usually supplies electricity to a
garage or a small building. A sub panel is also a good solution to the electrical needs created
when you finish out a basement or add on a room. Instead of adding circuit breakers to your
main electrical panel, simply add a sub panel. The lower price is for moving it 10 feet with
nothing that needs repairing or brought up to code; the electrician just needs to extend the
connections. If you need to rewire a house to bring it outside, upstairs, or add circuits, it will
cost more. The electrical box is usually located outside your home where the electricity enters,
for easy access in an emergency. Many homeowners are now moving old boxes outside for this
reason. The electrical panel box is usually installed alongside the electric meter. These
guidelines affect building codes across the country because of their adherence to safety
measures designed to prevent fire. There may be old wiring that needs to be brought up to
code, worn parts that need to be replaced, and sometimes drywall that needs to be opened.
There is also the cost of a permit and the subsequent inspections. It may be what keeps your
home safe from fire. After labor costs for installation or any repairs, the electrical panel is the
next biggest expense for a homeowner. In some cases, a new panel will cost less than an
upgrade because a new construction installation is open no drywall to open , the wires are new
no wires to update , the panel is new, and everything goes together much faster than digging
through an older installation. Below are pricing samples for electrical panels from top brands.
Prices are from Home Depot. The warranty offered can make a difference in your purchasing
decisions. If you have a Federal Pacific Electric panel, you should probably have it replaced.
FPE or Zinsco panels fall under the same category. If and when these old panels malfunction,
they are considered high risk for fire danger, and it's time to update the entire panel.
Homeowners are running more appliances, HD televisions, computers, and smart devices, as
well as charging stations. Houses need to have adequate power. If you answer yes to any of the
following questions, you should upgrade or replace your old panel and install a new functional
electrical system. Some electrical work is fine to DIY, but a licensed electrician should do big
jobs like replacing an electrical panel. In fact, in some places, building codes require this kind of
work to be done by a licensed electrician. Updating your electrical system must be done by
someone who is entirely familiar with all the building codes and regulations. Errors will lead to
electrical fires, which can have devastating consequences. Electrical work needs to be done by
a licensed, insured, and bonded electrician. They have the knowledge, experience, and training
to do this job safely and on time. It is unsafe to do an electrical upgrade any other way. When
choosing your electrician, get three detailed quotes and choose based on experience,
insurance, and multiple 4- or 5-star online reviews. Should you upgrade an electrical panel
without a permit? You could even get fined for not getting one. Also, the inspection process and
accompanying pass will give you peace of mind. A reputable electrician will not skip the permit
process. It may cost more and take longer to have inspections done, but in the end, it will
ensure the electrical upgrade is done correctly and will operate safely. That alone is worth a
million bucks. Get free estimates. How much will your electrical panel cost? Circuit breakers are
more convenient. If the electrical circuit trips the switch, you just flip it back on. If a fuse goes
out, you must replace it. Old fuse boxes were never designed to handle the electrical load we

now require from our homes. Installing bigger fuses creates a fire hazard. Fuse Box vs. Indoor
vs. AFCI vs. Arcing can happen when a mouse chews on a wire or when the appliance you just
plugged in starts to overheat. The AFCI replaces a regular circuit breaker in the panel. Ground
fault circuit interrupter GFCI â€” This type of outlet is required whenever water is nearby, and
the GFCI is the one that shuts things down when water gets too close. GFCI Circuit Breakers
AFCI GFCI Required in bedrooms, dens anywhere people may sleep , kitchen, and laundry areas
Required in bathrooms, kitchen, laundry rooms, garages, crawl spaces, wet bars, exterior
outlets, pool and spa areas Inexpensive to install Inexpensive to install Interrupts arcing in the
wire Interrupts current flowing along the wrong path Eliminates some fire threats Not suitable
for use with refrigerators or freezers Top Service Panels Brands Below are pricing samples for
electrical panels from top brands. Is your home older than 20 years?. Have you done some
remodeling or added people to your family adding appliances and computers? Does your
electrical panel feel warm? Do the breakers trip when you plug in an appliance or while a device
is running? Does your home operate from a fuse box? Is there a smell associated with your
electrical panel? Do your lights flicker or dim regularly? Is there a buzzing or crackling noise
coming from your outlets? Is it black around some of the outlet holes? Do you use lots of power
strips? Advantages Disadvantages More power into your home The initial cost A safer home, as
fire dangers from old panels and electrical components are eliminated. The mess and
inconvenience of a construction project. Hiring an Electrician Some electrical work is fine to
DIY, but a licensed electrician should do big jobs like replacing an electrical panel. Safety wiring installed wrong tends to catch on fire. Knowledge of codes and procedures â€” the
electrician is up to date on those issues. Tools and equipment â€” Electricians already have the
best tools and everything they need to do the job. Experience â€” they have done the job
repeatedly, so they know the safest and quickest way to get the job done. Contacts â€”
Electricians can get parts and materials at a lower cost than you can. Training â€” electricians
undergo regular and consistent training with the latest information in building codes and the
newest information on parts such as panels and circuit breakers. Insurance â€” if something
goes wrong on the job in your home , their insurance will cover the damage. Sometimes the
best deal cost more money; in this case, hiring the professional is the best deal. Why Choose a
Licensed Electrician? Upgrading an Electrical Panel Without a Permit Should you upgrade an
electrical panel without a permit? Get free estimates on HomeGuide from trusted electrical
companies: Get free estimates References. Millions of people ask HomeGuide for cost
estimates every year. We track the estimates they get from local companies, then we share
those prices with you. Related Articles. Electrical Panel. Get Started. Electricians Near You.
Looking for Electricians near you? How it Works. Electricians Near Me. Cheaper than circuit
breakers More sensitive to current Can be replaced by the homeowner. Must be replaced when
tripped Fuses are too small for most of the appliances we own. Less sensitive to current
changes More expensive to replace Must be replaced by a licensed electrician. Required in
bathrooms, kitchen, laundry rooms, garages, crawl spaces, wet bars, exterior outlets, pool and
spa areas. InspectAPedia tolerates no conflicts of interest. We have no relationship with
advertisers, products, or services discussed at this website. Typical costs to replace a Zinsco,
Kearney, or Sylvania-Zinsco electrical panel. Electrical panel replacement costs vary
considerably depending on geographic area of the location where the panel is to be replaced,
panel size, location, access ability, and complexity of wiring to be removed and reconnected.
This document discusses the typical costs to replace an electrical panel. How to electrical panel
replacement costs vary across the United States? Sources for Replacement Zinsco electrical
panels. Quotes from electrical contractors on panel replacement by installing a complete, new,
electrical panel, can be expected to vary by area of the country, hardware needed, replacement
panel size in ampacity and number of circuits, accessibility to perform the work, and other
factors that affect labor or materials. If you are surprised by the quotation you receive from your
electrician, ask for the supporting details of the bid or ask for a bid from a competitor too. Shop
expertise and workmanship not just price. This price does not include the additional cost of
labor and materials provided by a qualified, licensed electrician who makes sure that the
electrical equipment is properly and safely installed. Northeastern U. June , Northeastern U.
This figure does not include the additional cost for a service panel A or A , extra labor, or
materials for demolition and repair of a wall needed to address an electric panel which is
already installed. Southwestern U. February Dallas Electrical Costs. Additional costs for
replacement electrical panel installations : may be expected where there is difficulty of access,
where demolition and wall repair are needed, where the electrical service is being upgraded to a
larger ampacity than that of the panel being replaced, or where there are other special
requirements. Typical factors affecting the cost of electrical repair and retrofit work are
discussed in more detail just below. The "Short Wire" problem and the Eaton Renovation Load

Center : Electrical panel, FPE, Zinsco, or any other brand can be extra difficult when replacing
the entire panel if only short lengths of wire are available in the old electrical box. Especially if
the new electric panel is physically larger than the one being replaced, the original wires may
not reach the circuit breakers in the new panel. A product which might help when the entire
loadcenter what normal people call the "electric panel" is going to be replaced. The unique
feature is that UL listed terminal blocks are provided in the enclosure as a means to terminate
existing wires too short to reach the new panel's branch circuit breakers or neutral bus. A new
wire can then be wired from the terminal block to the breaker or neutral. This is a safer method
than the twist-on connectors commonly used, or a separate terminal box, which takes up extra
space. I do not discuss this approach further here but more information is available from Eaton
Corp. This money-saving option is sometimes suitable, depending on the physical dimensions
of the original electrical panel and the ampacity of the new service to be installed. Try the
search box just below, or if you prefer, post a question or comment in the Comments box below
and we will respond promptly. Note: appearance of your Comment below may be delayed: if
your comment contains an image, web link, or text that looks to the software as if it might be a
web link, your posting will appear after it has been approved by a moderator. Apologies for the
delay. Just ask us! Search the InspectApedia website. Comment Form is loading comments Tel:
Email: info carsondunlop. Carson Dunlop Associates' provides extensive home inspection
education and report writing material. The text is intended as a reference guide to help building
owners operate and maintain their home effectively. Field inspection worksheets are included at
the back of the volume. When it comes to home safety, electrical panels are the first things that
need to be inspected. With regular maintenance, the electrical panels we have today can be
expected to work properly for at least a few decades. Some older electrical panel brands have
been known to fail consistently at higher rates than what can be considered safe. Zinsco
breaker panels are dangerous and no longer considered safe to use. Zinsco breaker panels are
known to not trip in the presence of overcurrent or short circuits. Due to the type of aluminum
used, Zinsco breakers can melt and fuse to the bus bar. If this happens, the breakers will not be
able to trip and can cause electrical fires. Do you need a Licensed Electrician? We can help! Get
a free estimate from top-rated, screened, and licensed electricians in your area! I feel like every
homeowner needs to be aware of what a Zinsco panel is, its problems, and what that would
mean for them as a future homeowner. The electrical panels sold by Zinsco were prevalent
between the s and s. They were installed in many buildings and home properties in North
America. Today they can still be found in some of the older houses. A few years later, in ,
Zinsco started manufacturing a new kind of breaker. Their new breaker was the only product
that was a volts twin circuit breaker that could make contact on both bus bars. As a result, this
made their breakers extremely popular. The production of these panels continued until the late
s until , when Zinsco panels production stopped. However, the electrical panels that were
already produced were still installed in buildings for a few more years. Electrical panels are
among the most important, if not the most important, safety devices in any building. Electrical
panels receive and then distribute the electricity throughout the circuits in our home through
electrical breakers. Electrical breakers serve as a gatekeeper protecting our electrical circuits
from power surges and short circuits. If they detect a potentially hazardous situation, they will
immediately shut down the electrical supply, thus preventing any electrical shocks or fires from
happening. The danger comes from the high temperature that is generated by electricity.
Eventually, this will melt the wiring, breakers, and the electrical panel and start an electrical fire.
There are different kinds of short circuits. If a short circuit happens, this means that the
electricity travels through a different path not intended for it. It will not necessarily be easy to
spot if there is a problem with your Zinsco panel. They may appear to work correctly for many
years without failing. Even if you try and remove the cover, this is not going to help. Zinsco
electrical panels are considered dangerous by electricians and industry experts. In the
beginning, Zinsco panels were manufactured with copper bus bars. The clips on their breakers
were copper too. During this period of time, only three types of material were allowed to be used
as an electrical conductor: gold, silver, and copper. Copper was the preferred material. The
severe copper shortage led to some NEC National Electric Code changes, which allowed
aluminum to be used in the manufacturing process of electrical panels and breakers. Some
manufacturers continued to use copper, but others had to use aluminum, and Zinsco was one
of them. Although aluminum is being used today in some electrical panels, the one used back
then was of a different alloy with slightly different properties. The aluminum used for the Zinsco
panels was not of the best quality. It was prone to oxidation, and oxidized aluminum has an
insulating property, not conducting one. The results were numerous burn-outs and electrical
fires. Because of that, there are several significant reasons why Zinsco panels are not safe:.
Several small signs can point towards a problematic breaker or panel. Keeping an eye for these

might prove of great value. If you spot anything that may raise your concerns, always make sure
to consult a certified electrician to have the panels and breakers thoroughly inspected. I want to
add that not always a problem will be visible to the naked eye. This is especially true with
Zinsco and FPE electrical breakers, where even a more in-depth inspection might not be able to
uncover a soon to fail breaker. One of the frequent questions I receive regarding any of the
potentially dangerous breakers is whether we can test them to see if they work. Both the FPE
breakers and Zinsco breakers share a vary bad characteristic. Even if tested, we may never
know if they will work properly or not in the future. Visually inspecting the breakers, manually
switching them off and on, or seeing if they are connected securely to the bus bars might not
give us any clues if they are working correctly or if they will work properly. In fact, manually
tripping them and resetting them could even be a reason for them to fail in the future. If Zinsco
electrical panels are so widely considered a fire hazard, there should be some official data on
this. Just like the infamous Federal Pacific panels, they too are officially considered okay. There
is no official support or evidence from any government or regulatory agency that confirms their
lack of adequate protection. Like the FPE panels, Zinsco is considered unsafe and a serious fire
hazard despite not being officially recognized as such by any government agencies. Every
home inspector or certified electrician knows that when they find a Zinsco panel, they find
themselves in a difficult situation. Since there is no official data, a homeowner may feel like an
electrician who advises them on an electrical panel upgrade when no damage may be
exaggerating the severity of the condition. Being aware of the inherent fire risk Zinsco provides,
there is no way that we would not recognize the risk for our clients. Zinsco panel is always
recognized as a serious hazard. Thus we are obliged to inform our clients of the possible future
dangers. Since Zinsco panels are no longer manufactured, you will not find them in newer
buildings. However, they can still be found in older homes and properties built before When
Sylvania purchased Zinsco, they started labeling the panels under the Sylvania name. In fact,
they may be the same design with a different sticker on top. Although many areas are going to
be covered, some things are not included in a home inspection. Future health and safety of the
property and the owners are our primary focus as home inspectors. After the home inspection
is finished, the homeowner is presented with a home inspection report. The report will find
detailed information about the status and condition of the different elements of the property,
including any potential hazards and recommendations. During any home inspection, the
electrical panels are the first things to be inspected and assessed. However, not everything can
be thoroughly evaluated, and in some cases, they need to be check by an electrician. This is
beyond the home inspector Standards of Practice. Since home inspectors are required to
inspect only visible and readily accessible parts of the building, inspectors cannot remove the
panel breakers. As a Certified Master Inspector in the field, I make decisions daily based on the
information in front of me. Some inspectors will open these panels, for one do not, and there are
reasons for that:. When they are evaluated during a home inspection, they are considered
dangerous and a latent fire risk. Even though they may be working today, there is no guarantee
that they will not fail tomorrow or a few weeks from now. They were legal during the period they
were installed, and they are still regarded as legal now by building code standards. And there
have never been any recalls initiated on the Zinsco panels. And if we combine that with the fact
that they are old and outdated, this makes matters even worse. Of course, even the newer
panels and breakers we have today can fail. Given that these panels are obsolete and have
known problems, home inspectors are in a tough spot. Despite the lack of any authoritative
standpoint, a Zinsco panel should always be classified as a safety concern and a latent fire
hazard upon a home inspection. As such, your home inspector will advise on hiring a certified
specialist to check the condition of the panel, wiring, and breakers. A home inspector can not
easily inspect the problems Zinsco panels and breakers have as we cannot remove or tinker
with the panel or the breakers. This needs to be done by a licensed electrician. Based on the
history of Zinsco, home inspectors can only recommend that an electrician evaluate the panel
and breakers. If the electrician finds no defects, we cannot enforce a Zinsco panel to be
changed. Home buyers are recommended to do some research on their own. That way, they can
make a well-educated decision on what to do. Usually, it is up to the client to decide what would
be best for them. For some future homeowners, a property with an already installed Zinsco
might raise some concerns. It can even be a deal-breaker in some cases. As a home inspector, I
feel like it is essential to stress always having a home inspection contingency when buying a
new home. To be in full effect, it needs to be signed by both the seller and the buyer, as this will
make both parties legally bound. A home contingency is a specific set of requirements that
need to be met for the contract to move further. There can be many different types of
contingencies. In the case of a home inspection contingency, the property needs to pass the
home inspection. If there are points of concern or serious hazards discovered by the home

inspector, the buyer will be protected by the home inspection contingency. They will have a few
options:. If you are considering purchasing an old house with an obsolete electrical panel
comes with risks and uncertainty. Depending on the condition of all of these and other factors,
even newer wiring might need to be installed. Insurance companies and even lenders if you are
looking for a mortgage know the inherent risk of insuring properties with older and outdated
electrical panels. If you have a property with a Zinsco panel installed, this might lead to your
insurance coverage being canceled. Or you might receive a grace period during which you need
to change your whole panel. Insurance companies have become increasingly cautious when
having to sign insurance for older properties with FPE or Zinsco panels installed. They have
been receiving more claims related to such homes, so they are listed as a possible liability.
Many, if not all, insurance companies can even refuse to insure a property with a Zinsco panel
due to their documented and proven fire hazard. And in the cases where the insurance company
decides to write the insurance, the owner might be charged a higher premium due to the higher
risk of electrical fires and damages. First and foremost, do not try to remove the Zinsco
electrical breakers by yourself as there is a risk of electrical shock due to their unsafety. Have a
licensed electrician inspect the electrical panel and its breakers. One of the most concerning
decisions every homeowner has to take when faced with a Zinsco panel is the right thing to do.
Is it necessary to completely replace the Zinsco panel and the breakers? Or we can replace the
breakers. After all, there are some replacement Zinsco breakers and retrofitted models that are
being sold. If you have a Zinsco panel, the first option is to replace the whole electrical panel,
including the breakers. This is the most costly option. However, the most frequently
recommended and the best course of action safety-wise. Replacing the Zinsco panel and
breakers with a newer product from a reputable manufacturer is the best way to make sure your
home and family are safe. As we have just discussed, replacing an electrical panel can
frequently come as an unexpected expense that might be a few thousand dollars in total. And
that should always be considered during the purchase of a home. Another option some
homeowners might entertain is just replacing the Zinsco breakers. However, replacing the
breakers is not recommended as this will not remove the inherent danger. Not just that, but
there are inherent problems in the bus bars of the panel and the materials used for their
manufacturing. Even if you replace the breakers, the risk that stems from the panel itself will
still be present. As home inspectors, we are responsible for pointing out any potential future
hazards that may occur. We cannot ignore the possible dangers of having a Zinsco panel. Even
though it is recommended for any Zinsco panel to be changed, nobody can enforce that change.
So if it appears to work normally, we will note that in the inspection report. But I will still
recommend having the electrical panel inspected by a certified electrician for further advice.
Electricians, too, usually recommend the service panel to be changed due to the inherent risks.
However, the final decision is up to the homeowner. There are other types of electrical panels
considered unsafe and hazardous or just plain outdated and should always be upgraded to a
better panel. Just like Zinsco panels, they have some critical issues that can put our home and
family in danger. Federal Pacific panels are the most commonly found electrical panel in older
homes that are also considered extremely unsafe. FPE panels have shown poor reliability and
extremely high rates of failing to trip in the presence of electrical overcurrent. As a result, a high
risk of starting electrical fires and electrocution. So, how much does it cost to replace a Zinsco
breaker panel? However, the replacement of the panel often is accompanied by other repairs to
meet current electrical codes. There are additional costs to consider when replacing a Zinsco
electrical breaker panel. To meet current local electrical building codes in your area, most
Zinsco breaker panel replacements will require:. Unfortunately, the high cost for changing a
Zinsco panel often discourages homeowners from replacing the panel, but so can be the cost
for not doing it. Many fly-by-night electricians or DIY homeowners installed replacement
installations with short cuts to save money that result in more electrical safety problems than
they started with. If you have a Zinsco panel and want to replace it, you need to consult with a
licensed electrician to get a quote. Hubert Miles is compensated for referring traffic and
business to these companies. I've been co
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nducting home inspections for 17 years. I started HomeInspectionInsider. Due to the complex
nature of the electrical systems in our homes, they often cause quite a lot of confusion. To
ensure your safety, it is necessary to understand the basis of electrical wirings and I've been
learning about maintaining and servicing my heat pump and thought I'd put together a complete
guide covering everything you need to know. But, how do you maintain and service a heat Skip
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