97 chevy silverado problems

Few things are as annoying as turning the key in your truck and finding it will not start. There
are many problems that can result in a Chevy Silverado's failure to start, making diagnosing the
trouble even more frustrating. Depending upon how the failure occurs, you can check for
several basic problems before making the decision to call a mechanic for assistance. Not
turning over is usually a result of the starting system failing to get the required electrical power
needed to turn the starter. When you turn the key and get no result at all from the engine, it is
commonly due to bad battery connections or a discharged battery. Less common problems are
a break in the starter circuit's wiring, a faulty starter or a faulty solenoid. Before suspecting
electrical or mechanical failures, however, ensure that the parking lever is in park and that
electrical connections are clean and secure. If the engine turns over but will not start, this
usually means that either the engine is not producing a spark at the sparkplugs or fuel is not
being delivered to the engine. Common causes for no spark are a weak battery, indicated by a
slow-turning starter, a faulty ignition coil or a wet ignition system. Less common problems are
faulty sparkplugs, broken or disconnected coil wires or broken wires in the ignition system. A
fuel delivery problem is usually caused by a clogged fuel filter, no fuel in the tank or a faulty fuel
pump. A starter that spins without turning the engine is caused by the starter gear failing to
engage the engine's flywheel. This usually indicates that the starter pinion is sticking and not
allowing its gear to move into position with the flywheel. Less common are broken starter gears
or broken gear teeth on the flywheel resulting in the starter being unable to contact the flywheel.
An engine that's hard to start when it is cold is caused by the engine either producing a weak
spark or not providing enough fuel to the cylinders. A weak battery will produce a weak spark at
the plugs, and will turn the engine over slowly. A worn distributor cap, old or broken plug wires
or a worn distributor rotor can result in a weak spark at the sparkplugs, causing the engine to
turn over excessively before catching. A clogged fuel filter, dirty fuel injectors or weak fuel
pump can result in too little fuel reaching the cylinder, causing poor fuel ignition and the need
to depress the accelerator to assist starting. An engine that is difficult to start when hot can be
caused by a clogged air filter restricting airflow to the intake. This causes a rich condition at hot
startup, often noticed by "flooding," or the smell of gasoline after repeated starting attempts.
Another possible cause is a weak coil or electrical system that is compounded by the heat
produced from a hot engine. Heat increases resistance in electrical systems, lowering the
effective voltage at the critical ignition components. Less common problems include faulty
emissions systems that must be diagnosed by checking for fault codes stored in the vehicle's
computer with a scanning tool. Paul Novak is a freelance writer specializing in Web content
creation. He has owned his own business for seven years, and has for 10 years written on a
variety of subjects from politics to the paranormal. His articles critical of paranormal claims
have appeared in "Xproject" magazine and "Ufoevidence. Starter Turns Without Turning the
Engine A starter that spins without turning the engine is caused by the starter gear failing to
engage the engine's flywheel. Engine Hard to Start Cold An engine that's hard to start when it is
cold is caused by the engine either producing a weak spark or not providing enough fuel to the
cylinders. Engine Hard to Start Hot An engine that is difficult to start when hot can be caused by
a clogged air filter restricting airflow to the intake. The 4. Over its nearly 30 year production
history the 4. While the general make-up of the engine remained the same over its production
history, the engine revisions upgraded and changed many components and features over the
years. As you can imagine, engine technology has progressed significantly since Despite first
being introduced 35 years ago, there are tons of these vehicles still on the road today. However,
while these engines are rock-solid for the most part, there are still a handful of common
problems worth mentioning. The idle control valve sits on the throttle body and is responsible
for adjusting the amount of air that enters the engine at idle, ultimately controlling engine idle
speeds. Once you begin to use the accelerator, it opens up allowing full air flow. Over time, from
the large volumes of air that pass through it, the valve can get gunked or clogged up and being
to function poorly, creating idle issues. The throttle position sensor is responsible for reading
how far down the accelerator pedal is pressed, and relaying that to the throttle body. Like the
ICV, the throttle position sensor is mounted onto the throttle body and can wear down over
time, get dirty, or completely fail. The intake gasket sits between the intake manifold and the
cylinder head. It is responsible for sealing engine vacuum, and also engine coolant. Most
gaskets are made of rubber, or paper, and are subject to high pressures and high temperatures.
Over time, the pressure and temperature exerted on the gasket can cause it to wither down,
crack, etc. As the intake manifold controls air-to-fuel ratios, leaking vacuum can throw these off
and lead to the engine running very lean. The end result is poor performance, cylinder misfires,
and possibly stalling. Additionally, you can begin to leak engine coolant down the cylinder
block. The most noticeable symptom of this will be a low coolant light, engine overheating, or
coolant puddles underneath your car. Intake gaskets are known to start leaking as frequently as

every 50, miles. We recommend inspecting for leaks frequently and replacing this every 80,
miles or as it becomes a problem. The distributor cap failing is a common problem across all
Vortec engines. The Vortec distributor is responsible for providing the ignition coils with the
electricity required to power the spark plugs and create combustion. Wires connect to the
distributor, which has a mechanical piece inside that spins in a circle to generate the voltage for
the coils. In vortec engines, the problem stems with the cap on the distributor, not the actual
distributor itself. The cap is made of plastic. And the distributor sits in a high-heat part of the
engine with poor air circulation or cooling. The cap is prone to warping from the heat, which
results in the cap rubbing against the distributor rotor button. This causes the rotor bushing to
wear out and the distributor begins to no longer be able to turn. The simplest option here to fix
this problem is upgrading to a distributor that has an aluminum housing on it. In some cases,
the distributor can be prevented from turning completely, which will prevent the truck from
starting. In most cases, the distributor will still turn enough to power the car, but not enough for
it to run properly, causing a ton of misfires. The spider system uses a central pump with 6 tubes
connected to it that lead to each of the 4. In the L35 and LF6 engines, the spider injectors are
known to leak at the pressure regulator and at the supply and return lines due to a design fault.
Outside of leaking fuel onto the exterior of the engine itself, it can cause excess fuel to get
sucked into the engine. When this happens, you have excess fuel in the engine creating very
rich air to fuel ratios. Like pretty much all of these other engine problems, this can result in
engine misfires. Some of the fuel can go unburnt in the cylinder and then lead to premature
combustion due to heat, creating a misfire. In a properly functioning engine, fuel burns in even
pockets instead of all at once. The pockets burn in even timing, in sync with engine cycles.
Engine knock occurs when the fuel burns unevenly and out of sync with the engine cycles.
Engine knock can be caused by a ton of factors, such as low-grade fuel, bad spark plugs,
carbon build-up, etc. Engine knock is terrible for your engines internals and can cause serious
damage to the pistons and to the cylinder walls. On the 4. However, it sounds like most people
have fixed the issue by replacing the pistons in the engine. The newest 4. Owners have reported
the car requiring two quarts or more of oil in between normal oil changes. The excessive oil
consumption is likely to be caused by the Active Fuel Management system. There is currently
an opened class-action lawsuit relating to oil consumption for the Vortec engines, but many of
the Vortec owners are claiming to have similar problems. Most people have reported that
disabling the AFM system will fix the oil consumption issues. It is mostly a nuisance. Overall,
the 4. Generally, these engines are extremely capable of lasting up to , miles. However, to make
it to the k mark, you are likely going to replace the distributor, water pump, transmission,
ignition control modules, and a handful of other parts numerous times. As always, to maximize
reliability and engine longevity, its important to keep up with standard engine maintenance
schedules and tune-ups. Went with a aluminum shaft distributor and still get a multiple random
misfire. In my opinion the Chevy 4. Do you have any pictures, web links, and YouTube videos
that can show me exactly where the knock sensor is on a 4. Could be your coil. The aluminum
distributor I bought was 20 degrees retarded and my engine misfired until I ground the hold
down and now it runs good. The mass airflow sensor can make it misfire also. I have a Chevy 5
speed v6 with , miles on it. Nothing ever been put on except a slave cylinder. Only codes i have
ever had were P,for long time ran great. Had something similar happen. Check if the coil is
firing. Could be the same problem. I have a 4. It is my daily driver. I had a ford with a v6 it was a
good truck to with miles. I hope the chevy will be as good. I it got a bad mess and iwas told it
could be a fuel regulator bad spiders and it will to fix iff i keep driver it it will wreck motor let me
no ty. I have a 95 gmc sonoma 4. In some situations where there is a vacuum leak, a properly
operating Mass Air Flow sensor MAF is sending correct air-to-fuel-ratio information to the
Power-train Control Module PCM , but the intake manifold is sucking a different ratio because
the vacuum leak occurs after air passes through the MAF. I bought my Silverado used in It is
unusual in that it has a 4. V6 with standard cab, long bed, premium sound system with surround
sound, and a factory towing package with electric trailer brakes, bed cover, and 4 wheel drive.
The truck had 98, miles on the clock. The truck pulled my 4, lb. The truck has , miles now. The
only problems I had were: 1. Water pump leaking 2. Intake manifold water leak. Fuel pump
failed. O2 sensor failed. Radio CD player died 7. Replaced entire brake system due to corrosion
and fluid leaks. Overall this truck has been a great truck. I get compliments offers to buy it all
the time. Man oh man this truck has been a whopper for meâ€¦. At about k miles in I decided to
run some sea foam through itband give it a basic tune up. Ran good the day of snd night of the
tune up. Okay, so then I dive into it after work. All new sensors under the hood, new distributor
cap and rotor, new plugs , new plug wires, new ignition coil, new alternator, new thermostat.
Other than the electrically body harness and everything else that bolts to the motor. Then still
fought the same missfire issues for another couple of months. So the new motor and

transmission are installed. And still Im facing the same problems to today. Truck fires up. I
mostly get the p and p codes with some random p or p codes. It is essentially a beat up on the
outside looking but brand new everywhere else truck. I honestly believe that the 4. I think just
like everything else somethings might go wrong with some of the 4. But these are just my
opinions. And like I said my Chevy 4. Dodsonsays For sure they are great motors. Right now the
P code is my nemesis. And from DS head to DS block to the chassis. From Battery Negative to
original location next to the starter motor and from Battery negative to the front cross member
chassis. Battery Negative to Block, done. Block to chassis, done. Block to body, done. Almost
no information. Just ordered me the Ancel FX diagnostics scanner tool on Amazon. Hello i have
a Gmc Sierra with a blown 4. Only replaced O2 sensor and alternator so far. Looking forward to
the next k. Matthew I really believe what you should have done from the start was check your
injectors. Not the wiring. The one thing you did was internal.. The injectors fire because of the
ignition module knowing what cylinder position and it controls the ground and closes the
circuit. Some vehicles moved that function to the computer.. But if it has an ignition module and
injectors first. Your email address will not be published. Notify me of follow-up comments by
email. Notify me of new posts by email. Our site is all about Chevy Trucks, from the classics to
today. We post engine problems guides, reliability guides, performance upgrades, lift kits,
suspension, you name it. Chevy 4. Symptoms of Failing Vortec Distributor Engine misfires P to
P engine codes for misfire Engine is slow to start, or not starting Poor idling, acceleration, etc.
Comments Chevy Silverado 4. This indicates a random misfire, and one which has been caused
by a vacuum leak. Before you throw in the towel, you gotta check for vacuum leaks! We had a
bad mount under coils and a new coil that fired on one side only. Leave a Reply Cancel reply
Your email address will not be published. Footer About ChevyTrucks. Search Search the site
Legal Pages Privacy Policy. Privacy Policy. Full-sized GM pickup trucks are a staple of
American culture. General Motors has been one of the most popular truck manufacturers in the
U. Chevrolet introduced its first purpose-built truck , the One-Ton, in , the same year the
company merged with GM. Mechanically and, for the most part, stylistically, these trucks are
identical, but they sell under two different brand names. The Silverado is more of the standard
model, while the Sierra offers more high-end interior options and has a boxier trim. Because
these two trucks are the same mechanically, they typically share the same frequent problems.
One of the most common GMC and Chevy truck problems owners experience is excessive oil
consumption. This problem led vehicle buyers to launch a class-action lawsuit against GM ,
which alleged vehicles with Generation IV 5. Specifically, the lawsuit claimed the active fuel
management AFM system, piston rings and PVC system in these vehicles were faulty and
caused excessive oil consumption, as well as premature spark plug degradation and engine
malfunction. While the system accomplishes this, it also leads to oil use problems. Some
drivers have reported using as much as a quart of oil every 1, miles. To help avoid problems,
change your oil regularly. You might also consider carrying an extra quart of oil in your truck.
Most of the problems involved the speakers in the door. They typically quit working one at a
time over several months , but occasionally kick back on and then stop working again after a
short time. The problem may result from moisture that gets into the doors. Most of the time,
broken speakers mean a lack of convenient entertainment while driving, but they could
potentially cause safety issues, as they could prevent you from using OnStar if all of them were
to go. The way to fix this issue is to replace the speakers. If you want a quick fix, you can buy a
cheap set of speakers. If you go this route, you may run into the same problem at a later point.
Investing in a set of more durable speakers may keep the problem at bay for longer. The 4WD
case encoder motion position sensor and selector switch on these vehicles have been known to
fail, typically at around , miles. If this sensor or switch fails, the vehicle will display the service
4WD message. This faulty 4WD issue is among the most common problems with the Chevy
Silverado, according to reports from owners. Over time, dirt, moisture and corrosion can affect
the contacts on the bolts used to attach the wires to the frame. If you have a Chevy Silverado
with 4-wheel drive problems, or a similar GMC or Chevy truck from another model year,
replacing the switch will solve the issue. To install it:. A considerable number of drivers have
said the battery on their Silverado or Sierra dies frequently. This could be caused by problems
with the battery or other issues that cause the vehicle to run the battery down. You might also
need to replace the alternator or body control module. Installing an extra battery in the extra
tray in your truck can help you to avoid dead battery problems. Many drivers have also reported
their heat and air conditioning system is delivering the wrong temperature or amount of air.
Often, this takes the form of the heater turning on unexpectedly or the system blowing hot air
when it should be blowing cold. The cause of this issue is a failure of air delivery or temperature
mode door actuators. Fault codes can help you make sure this is the cause of the problem. This
issue usually begins to occur after around , miles. If your HVAC system starts blowing hot air in

the middle of the summer, restarting your vehicle will often work as a temporary fix. Replacing
the actuators offers a permanent fix to the problem. Another common issue with Silverados and
Sierras is that the fuel level sensor stops working. After approximately , miles , the fuel gauge
may start misreading the fuel level or working inconsistently. You might find it always reads
empty even right after you fill up the gas tank. It might also jump between full and empty. It may
stop working entirely or alternate between working and not. This problem has led some drivers
to start keeping track of their mileage manually to avoid running out of gas. Some drivers have
also reported problems with other instrumental panel gauges, especially the speedometer. The
gauges may intermittently show the wrong reading or not work at all. The issue most often
occurs after around , miles. To fix this problem, you may need to have the instrument panel
replaced. Another issue with the entertainment system in modern Silverados and Sierras is that
the CD player is susceptible to failure because of a problem with the radio unit. Drivers have
reported that their CD players have started making a whirring sound and then ejecting the disc
whenever they try to put in a CD and eventually not accepting CDs at all. This may happen even
after turning off the ignition, which could contribute to running the battery down. This tends to
happen after around , miles and usually requires you to send the radio unit in to a specialty
repair shop. If your check engine light comes on and you get a reduced power message, there
may be a problem with your throttle position sensor. Drivers have also reported that the
anti-lock brake system pump may continue running after turning off the ignition, causing the
battery to die. This typically occurs at around , miles on average and may be caused by the
transistor in the ABS unit burning out. The most common Chevy truck problems include brake
issues and a knock in the steering column. According to the recall, the friction linings on the
parking brake may wear so severely that the parking brake cannot keep a parked vehicle
immobile, which could result in a crash. To fix this flaw, Chevy and GMC dealers will install a
low-force spring clip retainer for vehicles that have a PBR parking brake system. For those with
a TRW parking brake system, dealers will put in a redesigned parking brake cable assembly.
The recall number is 05V There are currently 15 active Chevrolet Silverado recalls, including this
parking brake issue. Another common issue with Silverados and Sierras is rusted-out brake
lines, causing the brakes to fail. This problem typically starts to occur after , miles. To fix this
problem, you need to replace the rusted brake lines. If one rusted out, the others may have as
well. Some drivers have also reported other corrosion-related problems on fluid lines, additional
brake components, driveshafts, underbodies and other areas. Rusted-out brake lines and other
brake issues are also common early Chevy Silverado problems. Many Chevy Silverado and
GMC Sierra drivers have reported hearing a knock or a clunking noise coming from the steering
shaft. According to owners, this noise is one of the most commonly reported Chevrolet
Silverado problems. On these vehicles, the steering shaft gets mounted to the truck body and
the steering box attaches to the frame. When the truck body flexes on the frame, the shaft
moves slightly. The steering shaft has a splined slip joint that has grease in the slip portion.
Over time, the grease slowly moves to one end of the joint. The slight movement of the shaft
then causes the noise. This problem typically starts to occur at around 60, miles , but could
begin as early as 10, miles. There are two main ways to fix the Sierra and Silverado steering
shaft clunk. If you go this route, try re-greasing it every time you change the oil. Fuel pump
failure is one of the more frequently reported 5. You may also find this issue on other Silverado
and Sierra models from and Some drivers have reported their fuel pumps have failed, causing
the engine to stall and not restart. At first, you may temporarily lose power and then get it back.
If the problem goes untreated, the vehicle will eventually stall out completely. Watch out for this
problem after , miles. Replacing the fuel filter every 30, miles can help prevent it by reducing the
amount of strain put on the pump. Another less common issue is transmission failure. After
around 70, miles , you may find the transmission feels jerky. You may also hear loud noises
coming from the transmission. It may eventually die completely. There have also been reports
of the transmission going out suddenly. The paint of Silverados and Sierras from this era may
be more prone to flaking, peeling and chipping than the paint on many other vehicles. These
issues can start to become relatively severe at around 90, miles. Drivers of Sierras and
Silverados have reported problems with their electric windows. The windows in these vehicles
may stop working due to faulty lifting mechanisms. At around 66, miles , you may find that your
windows start to go out one by one. Silverados and Sierras made between and are prone to a
problem in which the secondary air injection check valves become restricted, leading to
reduced airflow and causing the check engine light to come on. Fixing this problem requires
you to replace the check valves. Even if the fault code shows that the problem is only occurring
with one bank of cylinders, you may want to replace both to avoid having the other one go out
on you as well. If you get a service stability message in your Silverado or Sierra, it may be
because of a failed steering wheel position sensor. These errors may occur intermittently or

more regularly, such as every time you start your truck or turn the wheel. This issue could
occur at any time, but the average mileage at which it occurs is around 90, These include failed
4WD transfer case encoder motor position sensors or selector switches, failed HVAC
temperature or delivery mode door actuators and failed fuel level sensors. C meant two-wheel
drive, while K indicated four-wheel drive. The windshield wipers on models made between and
may stop working intermittently due to a defective wiper motor control board. Auto
manufacturers issued recalls for this problem on some models. If you experience trouble with
your windshield wipers, check with a dealer to see if there is a recall on your vehicle. If you have
a faulty wiper motor control board, your wipers may, at times, stop working, fail to turn on or
keep running after you turn them off. You might also find your wipers only work on one speed
setting. When the wipers are not working, you should hear the motor control box buzzing. As a
temporary fix to the problem, lightly tap on the control box , and the blades should start working
again. For a more permanent fix, replace the wiper motor control board. The intake manifold
gaskets in GM pickup trucks also often develop external engine oil or coolant leaks. These
vehicles may also develop internal coolant leaks that cause coolant to mix with the engine oil,
which can damage the engine. This problem most often occurs at around , miles. Another
common problem with these vehicles is that the front wheel speed sensors, or anti-lock brake
system ABS sensors, may fail. Many users report the ABS activates on dry roads at slow
speeds. Many drivers of Chevy and GMC pickups made after have reported their truck will
suddenly lurch to the side, especially while making long, sweeping turns. If you feel the steering
jerking while turning, the cause is most likely a bad steering assist sensor. Specifically, the
culprit is the electronic variable orifice EVO sensor, which is on the steering shaft and
determines how much power steering assist to provide. When this sensor goes bad, it may
change the amount of power steering assist unevenly, causing the truck to veer to the side.
Replacing the sensor should fix this problem. The sensor is a skinny black doughnut shape and
about three inches in diameter. To remove the old sensor, remove the nut and bolt at the bottom
of the steering shaft in the truck. The EVO is on the steering column, attached with three clips.
Unplug the sensor and carefully lift the clips to remove it. Then slide the EVO off and install the
new one. This issue is less common than some of the others on this list, but numerous drivers
of GM trucks made from to have reported their door locks stop working after around , miles.
This issue may affect the door locking, unlocking or both. A failed door actuator is the usual
culprit. Another common problem is that the door handles on these older pickups often break.
This issue affects both the indoor and outdoor door handles and most often happens after
around , miles. The door may not open or unlock, or the handle itself may physically break. This
causes the truck to waste fuel, and some drivers have also said that their engine shuts off when
their vehicle is idling. The cause of this issue is most likely that the throttle body gasket has
developed a vacuum leak. On average, this problem occurs at about , miles. The problem is
often caused by worn bearings but could also be the result of another fault. You may be able to
fix this problem by replacing the axle bearings if you catch it early, but you often have to do a
full rebuild of the affected differential. In older Sierras and Silverados, the alternator may
eventually fail, causing the battery to die and, possibly, an abnormal noise to occur. This may or
may not cause a dash warning light to come on. This problem occurs on average at around ,
miles. You may hear a squealing noise coming from the distributor, and the issue may cause
the engine to run roughly or stall. The check engine light may or may not come on. Start
watching out for internal distributor fault issues at around , miles. Throughout their history,
full-sized pickups from Chevrolet and GMC shared many characteristics. Most Chevrolet models
had a nearly identical model that sold under a different name from the GMC brand. Chevrolet
typically marketed toward individuals, while GMC marketed toward companies that managed
fleets. These trucks were the first to feature the square body design with its rounded exterior,
which improved its aerodynamic performance. They were also the first dual rear-wheel truck to
have a crew cab option with seating for up to six people. These trucks also offered improved
padded interiors and were the first to feature curved glass. Chevy introduced the Silverado
luxury trim package in Many consider the C30 One-Ton Dually to be the first modern pickup.
These trucks, also called the Glamour Pickups, started to focus more on comfort and
convenience, rather than just utility. They were still practical, powerful trucks, however, and
offered a wide range of engine options. These trucks had the first wraparound windshields, an
egg-crate grille, hidden running boards and updated headlights. The interior also got some
updates, making the trucks more comfortable. Chevy also introduced its overhead valve V8
engine in , a cubic inch engine with lb. In , Chevrolet introduced its Advance Design pickups,
which featured a striking new look as compared to older models. These trucks featured a
five-bar horizontal grille and a rounded profile, as well as a longer and wider cab that could
comfortably fit three people. It also had some new interior features, including an in-dash radio

and a fresh-air heater and defroster system. The Advance Design series included three different
truck sizes â€” a half-ton, three-quarter ton and one-ton models. The Series, the half-ton model,
had a 3. The three-quarter ton model was the , and the one-ton model was the In , Chevy
released updated Advanced Design trucks, which had a new grille, windshield, steering wheel,
instrument panel and parking lights, as well as a more powerful engine. As the United States
began recovering from the Great Depression, GM started to focus more on the design of their
trucks. Toward the end of the s, the company introduced newly designed trucks with more
powerful engines. Armed Forces. In , Chevrolet introduced the AK Series , which featured
tougher, more versatile models. It included nine wheelbases, five axle ratios, three
transmissions and two engines. Raybuck Auto Body Parts is your trusted source for Chevy and
GMC truck body panels and other parts, including fuel tanks , interior parts and more. Choosing
automotive aftermarket parts over original equipment manufacturer parts can save you a lot of
money without a sacrifice in quality. Our rust repair panels feature high-gauge steel, and we
offer parts for models as far back as They also have overlapping metal to connect to the
existing structure to prevent rust from spreading to the repaired area. Want more information?
Contact us today with any questions you may have. If i am at a ide ut seems like ut loads up if i
go to take off ifeels like uts out of gas if i pump it i get it to start moving i can not step on it or it
ferls like it boggs out please some one help it pulls evap codes. I have a gmc sierra 4wd ext cab
5. I hVe jumped the fuel pump relay and had the pump running while I cranked motor and it
started as usual but died instantly again. Any ideas. And how can I fix. At , miles the hydroboost
went out and I lost brakes and steering, then the Turbo charger died. I have a chevy silverado 5.
Anyway all 4 cylinders are not working on the left side but the truck runs and i can get it up to
rpms what could be causing this please help. I have a 94 C extended cab with K miles. I have an
unusual clanging sound from both front wheel but the left seems to be worse that the right. Has
anyone experienced similar problems? I have a GMC Sierra sle ,with , miles. Ihave a late 06 z71
that i have teplaced the pedal and the throttle body and im stiil gettig a reduced piwer light and
loss of pedal any onput would be greatly appreciated. I have a 95 k ext cab z My truck has k
miles on the original motor. The only problem is had with it is the trans cooling system. Which
in tern has made me replace the tyranny 2 times in the 9 years iv owned it. Other than that they
are great trucks. Your email address will not be published. Due to shipper and supplier delays,
your order may take longer to arrive. Thanks for your patience. Search Articles:. Excessive Oil
Consumption One of the most common GMC and Chevy truck problems owners experience is
excessive oil consumption. To install it: Remove the bolts and clean the bolt threads and the
ends of the wire attachments and clean down to the frame using a wire brush. Reattach the
wires to the frame. Unplug the two plugins from the switch and plug in the new ones Push the
switch into the slot Push the trim back into place. Frequent Battery Rundown A considerable
number of drivers have said the battery on their Silverado or Sierra dies frequently. Failure of
Heating and Air Conditioning Temperature or Delivery Mode Door Actuators Many drivers have
also reported their heat and air conditioning system is delivering the wrong temperature or
amount of air. Erratic Speedometer and Other Instrument Panel Gauges Some drivers have also
reported problems with other instrumental panel gauges, especially the speedometer. CD Player
Failure Another issue with the entertainment system in modern Silverados and Sierras is that
the CD player is susceptible to failure because of a problem with the radio unit. Throttle Position
Sensor Problems If your check engine light comes on and you get a reduced power message,
there may be a problem with your throttle position sensor. Continuous Running of Anti-Lock
Brake System Pump Drivers have also reported that the anti-lock brake system pump may
continue running after turning off the ignition, causing the battery to die. Rusted-Out Brake
Lines Another common issue with Silverados and Sierras is rusted-out brake lines, causing the
brakes to fail. Fuel Pump Failure Fuel pump failure is one of the more frequently reported 5.
Transmission Failure Another less common issue is transmission failure. Flaking and Peeling
Paint The paint of Silverados and Sierras from this era may be more prone to flaking, peeling
and chipping than the paint on many other vehicles. Electric Window Failure Drivers of Sierras
and Silverados have reported problems with their electric windows. Some drivers have said that
they have had to replace motors multiple times. Restricted Secondary Air Injection Valves
Silverados and Sierras made between and are prone to a problem in which the secondary air
injection check valves become restricted, leading to reduced airflow and causing the check
engine light to come on. Failed Steering Wheel Position Sensor If you get a service stability
message in your Silverado or Sierra, it may be because of a failed steering wheel position
sensor. Windshield Wiper Motor Component Failure The windshield wipers on models made
between and may stop working intermittently due to a defective wiper motor control board.
Front Wheel Speed Sensor Failure Another common problem with these vehicles is that the
front wheel speed sensors, or anti-lock brake system ABS sensors, may fail. Steering Assist

Sensor Failure Many drivers of Chevy and GMC pickups made after have reported their truck
will suddenly lurch to the side, especially while making long, sweeping turns. Power Door Lock
Actuators Failure This issue is less common than some of the others on this list, but numerous
drivers of GM trucks made from to have reported their door locks stop working after around ,
miles. Broken Door Handles Another common problem is that the door handles on these older
pickups often break. Idling Problems 90s Silverados and Sierras may suffer from idling
problems including a higher-than-normal engine idle. Alternator Failure In older Sierras and
Silverados, the alternator may eventually fail, causing the battery to die and, possibly, an
abnormal noise to occur. Will a 98 Silverado Extended cab bed fit on a 06 Silverado extended
cab frame? I have a chevy truck when I put in gear it ,s like all the wheels are not turning. Leave
a Reply Cancel reply Your email address will not be published. It looks like you're new here. If
you want to get involved, click one of these buttons! Howdy, Stranger! Sign in or Register. On
Edmunds. Visit Edmunds How-To Guides. Service Centers in. Browse Forums by:. What
Edmunds Says Pros. April edited March in Chevrolet. Has anyone had problems with their truck
not starting? I had an experience where my truck did not start after the initial attempt and
subsequent attempts were fruitless. After 5 idle minutes, the truck started up again. Dealer
states it is most likely the fuel filter. April It would help if you give more details on your exact
truck and the situation. Did try starting your truck after sitting over night or just turned it off for
a few minutes before starting it? Also, I've noticed a intermittent hesitation at freeway speeds.
Try looking at your fuel pump. I have an uncle with a 96 and he had the same problem. When
starting the truck, listen for the whine of the fuel pump when the ignition is turned on. If there is
no whine then something is loose in the circuitry, you have blown a fuse, or you have a faulty
fuel pump. The new Vortechs seem to have more fuel pump problems than the basic fuel
injected throttle bodies in 87 thru My dad has a 95 with a and as much miles as my uncle's and
has not had this problem. I read with interest the recommendation to change the fuel filter at
frequent intervals, sounds like good advice. I recently bought a 98 Silverado, 5. Noticed
however the oil filter looks like it belongs on my old Astro van V Kinda puny in comparison to
the PF 35 on my 85 Mavery, Sounds like the fuel filter is the culprit. Here is what is going on, 1.
Here is how to prevent it, Stop buying crappy gas, from little gas stations. If the dealer that you
normally buy it from is a well known one or a large retailer, try a different brand. Perhaps they
ran their storage tank low on the day you bought gas and got some sludge in your truck. Like I
said before, change your fuel filter every 10, miles. Good luck. I have a '97 C Silverado, 2WD, 5.
Haven't noticed any of the above problems, but it has made me stand up and take notice. Just
went over 9, miles and wouldn't you know it, just had the oil changed the day before I read the
previous messages. But thanks to your posts, I plan on having the fuel filter changed at the 12,
mile service. Thanks again. Maybe their storage tank did get low. Don't get me wrong. I love my
truck and wouldn't trade it for anything. Just wanted to know if anybody else had seen a similar
issue. Doesn't appear to be the case. Did they find anything, give you an explanation or at least
change the filter? Has your truck kept acting up or has the problem subsided? FYI, I have used
chevron and arco in my area and have found that I get about two miles per gallon less with the
chevron. May Mavery, Yes, there is someone else out there with the same problem! My dad's 96
silverado 5. He said that he couldn't start it when he came out of the bank so the engine was
already warm. He got it towed home and it started right up the next morning. Since it kept
starting right up, he got brave and drove it to the store. When he was done shopping, he couldnt
start it up again and he had it towed again. He has suspected the fuel pump as well. At 44, miles
his warranty won't help so he will replace it on his own to save money. The fuel pump is in the
gas tank. I'll let you know what happens! Alex C. This is great feedback! Please keep me
informed. This isn't really a complaint - okay, maybe it is, but wanted to post here to see if other
'97 Silverado owners have had the same problem. I have been looking high and low for cup
holders for the rear bench area of my extended cab. I have two little ones who sit back there,
and have tried the clip on holders and holders that have a strap that hangs down. Only problem
with the two is that you have to open the pop-out window to put in place, and then when you're
going down the highway, but then you hear a whistle from the window seal not being tight. Does
anyone have suggestions for cup holders for the rear seat areas? The closest I have come to
finding one that works was K-Mart had a ratchet type cup holder that uses a vice tightener to
tighen or loosen the clamp on bottom. I was able to fit it in the handle area and the cup portion
on top expands or recedes depending on the size cup. The portion that fits in the handle area is
too tall, thus the cup holder hangs down slightly. Whitney, other truck accessory magazines,
and your typical Auto Zone stores have been no help. Any suggesions? If you have bucket
seats with a center console, there are 2 cup holders in the center console that slide out for the
back seat. Mavery, Well, my dad asked 2 dealers what they would charge to diagnose and fix the
problem with his truck. The other dealer at least told him that it was very likely to be the fuel

pump that caused his stalling refreshing honesty. Now my dad's no slouch when it comes to
fixing cars, after all he's installed a few Chevy small blocks in his day, but these new cars are
sometimes unnessarily complicated and even require custom tools that you can't use for any
other cars. Nevertheless, after only an hour and a half, he and his friend removed the fuel tank,
swapped out that old pump, installed the new, and started the truck right up. Its been running
fine all week! Now, I think he'll take care of that fuel filter this weekend. Moral of the story, those
damn Dealers sometimes have your privates in their grip if you know what I mean. But,
sometimes the little guy wins. Alex, Fourty eight bucks to diagnose seems like a rip off to me.
Disconnect the fuel line high up in the engine, so the gas wont run out. Connect the guage to
the fuel line. Turn the key to on. After a few moments you'll see the reading. On a carburerator
engine, 7 pounds was considered normal, 3 pounds marginal and less than 3 was replace. I
can't figure out why the dealer needs an hour to diagnose. Maybe the technician has to run to
Kragan to buy the vacume guage???? Does not matter what the dealer said, I have seen cut up
fuel filters with low milage. June Gentlemen, My '96 extended cab with the 5. The truck is now in
the shop having the same problem checked out at 29K miles. If this keeps up, I will by an
aftermarket pump and put it in myself just for the peace of mind. My '97 Z71 XCab has a
pronounced driveline "shudder" between mph. The dealer told me originally that many had the
same problem; that it was a "frame vibration" that GM knew about. Chevrolet replaced the rear
shocks under warranty, but the problem persists. Does anyone else have this problem? If so,
what has been done to solve it? Thanks for any help. FETZ Posts: My '96 has the "shudder". But
on mine it only occurs at around 15 MPH while accelerating under heavy load when I tow my
travel trailer. I've had it to the shop for this serveral times. The dealer was in communication
with the engineers in Detroit for this problem. Chevy installed Rancho RS shocks on the rear,
and replaced the torque converter under warranty. But the shudder is still there. Then Chevy
wanted to remove the rear leaf springs and send them to a suspension shop to be re-arced,
which would have taken two weeks. I said forget it. Because I'd rather drive my truck than have
it sit in the shop, I gave up on the problem. Chevy doesn't know what's causing it. They were
just grasping at straws. Besides this minor flaw in my case anyway , I'm very happy with the
truck. July I have a 97 xcab Z I am having a serious problem with the wonderful "third door"
feature. I have had the truck for a year and have gone through 3 times that the door will not
open. The handle has no tension whatsoever. The second time I had it repaired was two days
ago. Lo and behold, the door will not open once again today. We do not abuse the door. Frankly,
we don't use it all that much. Has anyone else had this problem, and if so, was it resolved to
your satisfaction? To FETZ. I also tow a light camper with a 97 Z It has something to do with the
converter. So when I get on the highway I use 3rd and shift into OD over 50mph. It only should
take a day. The truck runs a lot smoother with them. Your problem could be a combination of
things. Do you have a weight distribution hitch? This message goes out to ahuff with his third
door problem. I do not have trouble opening the third door, but I do have problems with getting
it closed securely enough so it won't flex and make creeking noises every day that I drive it. I
think there should be a definite recall on this so called popular third door feature seeing as I
know more than one person who has had problems with this poorly designed third door. My
problem has not been resolved yet, and I hope soon yours will. Good luck on finding a
dealership who cares enough to fix your problem, I haven't yet. August I find this area most
interesting as I am - possibly was - planning to trade my 95 x-cab for the 99 version with the
third door. The third door is what I was excited about. I would be interested in hearing anyone's
comments on this feature and am wondering if anyone knows if there have been design
improvements for I've never owned an extended cab before this truck but cannot imagine why
anyone would want one without the 3rd door. The passenger seat doesn't go up far enough to
make even putting groceries back there easy. My husband and I have no children and we hardly
ever take anybody else with us in the truck. I can't imagine what a pain it is to climb in and out
of the back seat without the door. The dealer has solved my problem with my third door not
opening. It works fine. We had some words about their poor service on some of their past work
for me though. All in all I am completely thrilled with my truck. I went from a 95 Transam to the
z71 a year and half ago. Big difference between vehicles. I still have the power to blow the doors
off pretty much anything when I decide to. The handling is a bit different , of course, but I
eventually got used to not doing 70 around curves! October I have a 97 Extended Cab Short Box
k and am having problems with the sterring feeling "loose" and wandering on the road
intermittently. Anyone else have this problem? What kind of tires do you have on the truck,
Surzyn? Buddy of mine with a Z71 had very loose steering, so I advised him to tighten down on
a set screw on the gearbox, which "pushes" the steering gears together, taking out slack. Then
a couple of weeks later he bought a set of All season tires for the truck, replacing the
heavy-lugged mudders he had on there originally. His steering became much tighter with the

new tires. The set screw you mentioned, does it exist on a Firebird steering box? I will look at
my '97 Z71 to see if the box is similar to the 77's. I've never seen a '77 firebird steering box, but
i've never seen a steering box without one not to say there isn't one out there. I guarantee your
truck has one. Its right on the top of the gear box, perpendicular to the steering column. There
is probably a jam-nut on it. It doesn't take much to make a huge difference in steering feel. If
you get it too tight, the steering will bind because the gears are too close together, and will
lock-up your steering, so be very careful not to go to much. Note to anyone who wants to
tighten steering on a Ford truck, that this will not work. Ford steering gets loose because of
their suspension design, which can only be fixed by rebuilding the front end. November Take it
to Mr. Goodwrench, they have the TSB's. December This may be too late to help the original
questioner, but it may help others. January The steering on my 97 Chevy extended cab feels
"loose" on occasion, like maybe once or twice a month. The steering will feel normal, then for
no apparent reason it will feel loose during the same trip. Then the next time I drive the truck,
the steering feels normal at least what I think is normal and like I said, I won't have that problem
again for several weeks. If the steering felt loose all the time, I think it might be the set screw on
the gear box cdean mentioned, or am I wrong? I have the same truck and it has variable ratio
steering. Maybe something wrong with the speed sensor or the proportional valve. I don't know
how it works but I think it must have both of these components. Have those checked. Okay,
boys and girls, here is a good one for you. I don't mean the earlier recall where the floor mat
was hanging the mechanicals, I mean the engine control does not follow the throttle. In first
gear I can go up to 15MPH and release the throttle and never slow down. In overdrive at 70 MPH
I can release the throttle and the truck will continue for seconds before the throttle releases. The
throttle is closing, but the fuel injection just keeps firing away and the engine goes into a rich
condition. The dealer has seen this on several trucks and the "official" GM stance is that this is
normal. I have driven the truck at 45 MPH for over 2 miles without touching the gas. I had an
accident in the truck where I was pulling away from a green light and the car in front of me
stopped, and I couldn't get the truck stopped fast enough. I am on my third set of brake pads at
36K because I have to fight this problem every day in traffic. Anyone else seen this problem?
February My father-in-law called me over the weekend and and described the same problem. He
is retired in FLA and contacted two dealerships there and was told its normal. He is
approaching the end of his warranty and the dealer he bought the truck from is in northern NY.
Any info would be appreciated. Here are the questions and the answers I was given. The engine
rattles when it is started. Longer when cold, but on any start after it has been sitting for more
than an hour. GM sees this as no cause for concern as long as the rattle stops within a minute.
The throttle does not return to idle when released. The vehicle will continue at speed for several
seconds, and at speeds under 50MPH will not slow down without substantial application of the
brakes. I don't like these answers. The lifters are bleeding down prematurely. The fact that they
are roller lifters has nothing to do with the problem. And I cannot believe that GM thinks I am
stupid enough to believe that unresponsive throttle operation is normal! I have owned two
vortec 4. Time to escalate the issue. Has anyone had any problems with the master cylinder and
their transmission at years old on the CK Silverado. Both have gone out in one year including
all the wheel cylinders twice. I have 97 k and just had the tranny rebuilt at 50 k miles! Can't say I
have had any brake problems though except that I will need to replace front pads soon. I love
the truck but sure was disappointed about that tranny. Some trucks I've found out through the
years are just tougher than others. March My '97 Chevy does the throttle thing I havent noticed
it going slow too much My warranty is just about up, I wish there was a fix I just had the engine
replaced with 33k on it because of a knocking when it is 1st started and runs for a minute or
two. It wouldnt stop knocking until it run for miles then it sounded great The dealer and GM now
acknowlege the throttle hold problem on '96 Vortec 5. The engine specialist at the dealership
has indicated that it appears to be a problem in the idle air control IAC program, but GM has yet
to issue a correction. The truck accelerated to 45MPH. I do hope GM figures this one out before I
hurt myself or someone else. Jim "Stand on the Brakes" Flemmons. The last issue I had with my
97 K 5. Fuel pump was replaced, problem has gone away. Now I have another nagging issue.
Since day one, I've had an apparent leaky rear pinion seal if you trace the oil, it appears to be
coming from the pinion seal. Dealer has yet to fix it 44K miles on the truck and 3 times to the
dealer. And worse yet, the rate of leak has increased every time the dealer George Chevrolet,
Bellflower, CA touches it. The last effort was to replace the yoke, washer and seal. The first two
times the dealer replaced the pinion seal with no positive results. Anybody else out there have a
leaky pinion seal? One interesting note, it took approximately one week for the leak to start after
the yoke, washer and seal were replaced. Now it is a steady drop on the driveway every morning
after sitting overnight. I had a pesky problem with the rear axle seal and the oil was leaking onto
the rear breaks. After numerous attempts and brake jobs the dealer finaly had to replace the

entire rear axle, the casting was bad and the seal s did not seat properly. Has any one had a
problem with the third door option? I'm looking for a 97 and thinking about getting that option.
Has anyone had a problem with the passenger seat only locking completely forward or
completely back. I have a 97 Silverado Ex Cab c 5. You have to continually play with it. Other
than this, the truck is perfect. No problems and I wouldn't trade it for anything. My leaky pinion
seal turned out to be the wrong style flange was installed by George Chevrolet Bellflower, CA.
Seems that there are two styles for '97 trucks and the dealer chose to install the wrong one. To
all Chevy truck owners in So. Quality Assurance is horrible. Nobody is checking anybody else's
work and seems that even minimal thinking troubleshooting is not taking place. I purchased the
cellular telephone hands-free prewiring option with my '99 Silverado LT. Dealer has no
experience with this wiring and is frantically searching for the details. Can anybody help me out.
Overall, it's a pretty good truck. However, there is one pet peeve I have about it: Where is the
4th door? Why doesn't GM? Is it trying to make their full-size trucks Big Brothers of the Saturn
3-door coupe? I certainly hope that they put a forth door on future pick-ups. Does any one else
wonder if they will ever do this? Have you found a solution to your throttle hold problem? I have
a '98 k 5. The dealer has also told me there is nothing wrong. The truck has 29, miles on it at this
time,
wiring diagram of wye delta
saturn car manuals
jagrepair
so I would like to find a solution in a hurry before the warranty runs out. The truck has 3. Does
anyone know of a possible solution? Buck02, GM continues to deny that the throttle "float" is a
problem. NHTSA is investigating my complaint as well as several others. I just hope a solution
is found before someone is injured or killed. Has anyone had their truck weighed? I went to the
county dump and they weighed my truck '98 GMC Sierra, ext-cab, three-door, K, Z71,
short-fleetside bed with 5. I also added a hard tonneau cover that weighs about 30 lbs. That
means my truck's weight is real close to lbs even. I'm just curious how that compares to the
other trucks particularly the new body style GM's. They probably list curb weights somewhere,
but I'm not sure if that includes things like trailer hitch, big tires R16 , tow hooks, Z71
suspension all present on my truck. I'd appreciate any input. I'm going to post this message on
other boards as well so sorry if you're reading this many times.

