96 dodge durango

The first two generations were very similar in that both were based on the Dodge Dakota and
Ram Pickup , both featured a body-on-frame construction and both were produced at the
Newark Assembly Plant in Newark , Delaware. The third-generation Durango is built on the same
platform as the Jeep Grand Cherokee , features unibody construction, and has been assembled
at the Jefferson North Assembly Plant in Detroit , Michigan, since late Original designs of the
eight-passenger Durango featured a rear-facing third-row similar to many older station wagons.
The Durango's roof rack was designed to mask the appearance of the raised roof. The 4. In and ,
a limited-edition Shelby S. Exterior modifications include unique wheels, tires, suspension, and
bumpers. It came standard with Viper blue paint with two racing stripes down the center of the
truck. For , the Durango was made available with two-wheel drive. The model year included a
new 4. The 3. For , Dodge focused on interior upgrades as Durango's interior trim panels,
dash-mounted controls, instrument panel, overhead console, and steering wheel were all
redesigned. The transfer case selector on 4X4 models changed from a manual lever on the
console to a switch on the dash. The instrument cluster was updated, and an electronic vehicle
information center was incorporated into the overhead console. For improved rear passenger
comfort, a dual-zone climate-control system was added as standard equipment. Sound systems
were improved on all models and now came standard with six speakers. Other minor changes
included door panels, revised seats, aluminum wheels, and minor changes to trim options. In ,
the new SXT version of the Durango was offered as the entry-level trim package. Optional side
curtain airbags were added for safety. The Durango featured minor mechanical changes, most
notable was the addition of four-wheel disc brakes. In , the 4WD 5. It debuted shortly before the
companion Dakota. Like the Dakota, it has much in common with the large Dodge Ram pickup,
including a fully boxed frame. It also offered a third-row bench with three seats, giving it an
eight-seat capacity. Debuting for was a new coil-spring rear suspension for the solid rear axle. A
Watt's linkage system is fitted to the rear axle, centering the axle and reducing rear-end skate
over rough surfaces, and allowing a lower and wider cargo floor. All trim levels offered the 4.
The base SXT trim level also offered the 3. The model year featured a facelift that debuted at the
Dallas Auto Show in April It featured a redesigned grille, hood, headlamps, fenders, and wheels.
New features included electronic stability control , a tire pressure monitoring system, rear park
assist , and a one-touch turn signal. With this introduction, as of , all American automobile
brands had an SUV in their range. The Aspen came equipped with three rows of seating for
eight passengers and available all-wheel drive. Due to slow sales, it was discontinued after the
model year. In October , Chrysler announced that the shutdown of the Newark Assembly facility,
which produced the Durango and the Chrysler Aspen, would be moved up to the end of ,
thereby ending production of the Aspen and Durango after the model year. After announcing
the discontinuation of the Durango after the model year, Dodge released an Internet site and
teaser photos of the third-generation Dodge Durango on August 16, The Dodge Durango
entered production on December 14, , [1] alongside the second-generation Charger in the
vehicle lineup. It went on sale for general dealership availability in mid-January The
third-generation Durango is built alongside the Jeep Grand Cherokee at the Jefferson North
Assembly Plant in Detroit , Michigan, sharing the assembly line, running gear, powertrains, and
chassis parts with the Grand Cherokee. The wheelbase of the Durango is longer than that of the
Grand Cherokee. It features three rows of seating compared to the Grand Cherokee's two rows.
A Special Service Package has also been available since , and is sold exclusively to government
fleets. It is based on the base Durango SXT trim level, but does offer the 5. The third-generation
Durango features four engines. The base engine is a new 3. The Pentastar V6 engine is backed
by a Mercedes W5A five-speed automatic , with Chrysler's controls and the driver-interactive
control. Since , Dodge had exclusively used the ZF eight speed gearbox in two versions in the
Durango. The 5. The Hemi V8 also comes with a "fuel-saver" cylinder deactivation mode. This
feature is primarily used when the vehicle is cruising at constant speeds on level ground. In , a
supercharged 6. The Durango was redesigned with sportier-looking lines, an eight-speed
automatic transmission, and a new design trim similar to the Rallye, with a blackened plastic
bumper and outline. Other technologies include Cooled EGR and friction reduction. Despite the
added tech, the engine weighs 4 lbs less. Power output and torque remain the same at HP and
ft-lbs single exhaust or HP and ft-lbs torque dual exhaust. The Durango also added new
packages to their two trims, with the Anodized Platinum package for the Citadel trim and the
Brass Monkey package for the Limited trim. For , the Dodge Durango Limited trim is
discontinued and replaced by the new GT trim and the Base SXT trim level will now be available
with three-row seating fitting 7 passengers. For , All models received the new Uconnect radios
and the 3rd Generation ZF 8 speed automatic transmission. The rotary transmission gear shifter
has been replaced with a T-grip handle like in the Dodge Charger. The steering wheel has also
been changed to a more sporty wheel like found in the Dodge Charger. Other changes include

suede insert leather seats and black chrome inserts in the interior on the GT model. A new GT
Plus trim is added which adds several amenities to the GT trim, such as heated front and
second-row seats and steering wheel; 6-way passenger power seat with 4-way lumbar
adjustment; two-position memory for the driver's seat, radio, and mirrors; a power liftgate; and
W inverter. For , the Durango receives updated exterior styling, with a revised bumper and
headlights, three grille textures and six new wheel designs. The interior features a new
instrument panel with Uconnect 5; an 8. An SRT Hellcat model with a hp supercharged 6. On
August 16, , Chrysler recalled 1, model Dodge Durango sport utility vehicles in the United States
and Canada because some airbags may not deploy in an accident. The recall affects 1, of the
seven-passenger versions of the SUVs in the United States and in Canada and other markets.
On July 24, , Chrysler recalled all Dodge Durangos with the 8. The vulnerability was discovered
by software engineers Charlie Miller and Chris Valasek and initially posted on Wired. This
vulnerability would allow hackers to remotely access and take over a variety of features,
including those key parts of driving via a vulnerability in the Uconnect infotainment system. On
November 26, , Chrysler issued a recall of , Durangos and Jeep Grand Cherokees in the United
States, Canada, and Mexico, because of an electrical failure which can cause the engine refuse
to start or stop functioning while it is driving. There are no reports of accidents. The FCA group
announced a free revision to both models and replacement of these pieces involved in the
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5. I have had to replace the front differential, tires regular maintenance. I changed the oil to
synthetic, now we are having trouble with ball joints. Gas mileage is OK. I get about 15mpg and I
have the 3. In town I get mpg. I overall love this car and it did wonders on a slippery slope while
having a trailer attached and the brakes are wonderful. I would recommend buying this vehicle. I
do have tranny problems. It doesn't like 2nd gear and I have the auto. My parents purchased
this car when I was in middle school, and passed it down to me as my first car. We live in an
area of heavy snow at
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times, and I swear this car has gotten me through 2 to 3 foot snow drifts without a problem.
Very reliable and great in extreme weather. I will sincerely miss it when the time comes. Lots of
problems with the CV Joints. The rotors warped in 10k, just freeway driving. Most disappointing
thing about my Dodge is the Dealerships I have to deal with to get minor repairs or just regular
services. I was the first owner and with a little help on the gas mileage, I would never give it up.
Body still good, interior quality was very good after all the years and the people no real wear
and tear to speak of. Drives like a car and makes me feel safe. Stereo needs to be changed but
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