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Progress is often a compromise. In the case of the BMW 3-series, that compromise is between
the "sport" and "sedan" sides of the car's personality: quick reflexes and driver feedback
versus comfort, speed, and isolation. While it's no secret that the Three is an industry
standardâ€”most carmakers willingly admit to using it as the sport-sedan benchmarkâ€”the gap
between BMW and its competition has never been smaller. So why are we looking at two
BMWs? Because their differences are telling. First, the nameplate that everyone once loved is
still amazing but no longer as universally adored, and a lot of people are wondering why.
Second, if you examine where the 3-series is going, you learn something about the industry that
follows it. The maroon car here is a iâ€”six cylinders, hp. Its basic shell, known as the E90
chassis, was sold from â€” The red one is a iâ€”four cylinders, hp, Sport package a necessity,
as the standard i suspension is Camry-cushy. Its platform, designated F30, debuted for Both of
our test cars have manual transmissions, because duh. We decided against the i because the i
is BMW's volume model, and besides, it's the one we'd buy with our own money. Also, the
model's recent switch to a four-cylinder pays enormous dividends in EPA fuel-economy testing.
More on that later. It's obvious that these are similar cars. The F30 is prettier, especially next to
this pre-face-lift E90, with the latter's milk-mustache grille and awkward taillights. The new
Three's extra length pays off in a roomier back seat. Then again, we piled four six-footers into
the E90, and each was comfortable enough to spend an hour or two in the car. To what end that
extra space? Our old i's base seat and steering wheel aren't as comfortable as this new car's
sport-package setup, but all of its interior materials feel a full class more expensive than the
new car's. And that's everywhere, from the switchgear to the center console to the glove box. In
back, the difference is more pronounced, where the new car feels rental-car grade. Its trunk
space is bigger on paper but no more usable. On rough roads, the F30 Sport-pack rides better
than the non-Sport E90, likely thanks to its adaptive suspension. The F30 also seems quieter at
first, but the racket transmitted from front-end bumps is surprising, and at highway speeds, the
sunroof produces too much wind noise to leave open. Neither is a problem on the old car. The
new car's electrically assisted power steering is quite good and, thanks to software updates,
will likely get better , but it's not great, and when it occasionally communicates what the chassis
is doing, it tells you what just happened. The E90's hydraulic steering, by contrast, tells you
what's about to happen. That's an important distinction as you're approaching the limits of a
car's suspension: "Dude, you're sideways" is a different thing from "Don't feed in any more
throttle, because your rear tires are about to break traction. So far, it's a toss-up. But then we
come to the engine. The E90's musical straight-six dominates the experience from the second
you start it, the cabin buzzing with excitement from idle to redline. You feel the engine's subtle
vibes in the shifter and row the gears just for the fun of it. That just doesn't happen in the F
BMW's N20 is an extraordinarily well-behaved turbo four, but even the best four can't compete
with a world-class six. The Bavarians wisely isolated the cabin from the four-cylinder's noise
and vibration, but the resulting disconnect turns this BMW into more of a BmW. Motor is no
longer this car's true middle name. The four is acoustically absent under rpm, then comes alive
with a satisfying, purposeful snarl, albeit one that only lasts for a thousand revs. With the
acoustic reward largely absent, you find yourself keeping rpm low and riding the wave of turbo
torque. In terms of real-world speed, the two cars are evenly matched, posting identical results
on the 5-tomph rolling-start test, where the naturally aspirated six's instant response beats the
four's turbo lag. On the conventional 0â€”60 run, the more powerful four-banger is 0. Not so
fast. In real-world driving, we observed a gain of less than 1. At that rate, all of the new car's
expensive technology would save a tank roughly Is that trade-off worth it? Our decision was
unanimous: We liked the old car better, if only by a slight margin. And later, when we hopped
into a post-face-lift, Sport-package-equipped E90 i, it was game over for the F No contest. As a
premium luxury vehicle with all manner of tech gizmos, the new i might equalâ€”or betterâ€”the
old. But for driving enthusiasts, the E90 remains the benchmark. The F30 might be bigger and
prettier, but to us, it's not necessarily better. Join Now. New Cars. Car Culture. Type keyword s
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Advertisement - Continue Reading Below. More From New Cars. It is the successor to the 02
Series and has been produced in seven different generations. The M version of the 3 series, M3 ,
debuted with the E30 M3 in At launch, all models used carburetted 4-cylinder engines; however,
fuel-injected models were introduced in late and 6-cylinder engines were added in A cabriolet
body style â€” manufactured by Baur â€” was available from to On introduction in , the E30 was
produced solely in the 2-door sedan body style. Four-door sedan models were introduced in ,
convertibles were introduced in and estate "Touring" models were introduced in The E30 was
the first 3 Series to be available in wagon and 4-door sedan body styles. It was also the first 3

Series to offer a diesel engine, and all-wheel drive was introduced to the 3 Series range with the
iX model. The E36 was the first 3 Series to be offered in a hatchback body style. It was also the
first 3 Series to be available with a 6-speed manual transmission in the M3 , a 5-speed automatic
transmission and a four-cylinder diesel engine. The multi-link rear suspension was also a
significant upgrade compared with previous generations of the 3 Series. The E36 was named in
Car and Driver magazine's 10Best list for every year it was on sale. The M3 model is powered by
the S50 and S52 straight-six engines. It was sold in coupe, sedan and convertible body styles.
The E46 generation introduced various electronic features to the 3 Series, including satellite
navigation, electronic brake-force distribution, rain-sensing wipers and LED tail-lights. Due to
the separate model codes for each body style, the term "E9X" is sometimes used to describe
this generation of the 3 Series. In , the i became the first 3 Series model to be sold with a
turbocharged petrol engine. The E90 also saw the introduction of run-flat tires to the 3 Series
range. Consequently, cars with run-flats are not equipped with a spare tire. It was released in
and was produced in sedan, coupe and cabriolet body styles. A long wheelbase sedan is also
available in China. A new body style was introduced into the 3 Series range: the 3 Series Gran
Turismo , a long-wheelbase hatchback. In , a plug-in hybrid drivetrain was first used in the 3
Series, in the e model. The M3 version designated F80, the first time an M3 has used a separate
model designation was released in and is powered by the S55 twin-turbo straight-6 engine.
Production ended in with the end of F31 Touring production in June. The official images of the
vehicle were revealed a day prior to its unveiling. The seventh generation of the 3 Series is also
offered as a station wagon. It's been announced that the M3 will come back for the model year,
codenamed G80 from the 7th generation 3 Series G The 3 Series has been on Car and Driver
magazine's annual 10Best list 22 times, from through , making it the longest running entry in the
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Compact executive car D. Isetta , LS, New Class sedans. Sports car. Z4 E The E92 i was the first
3 Series model produced with a turbocharged petrol engine. Cars with run-flats are not
equipped with a spare tyre. Introduced in , [2] it uses the BMW S65 naturally aspirated V8 engine
and was produced in sedan, coupe and convertible body styles. The design for the fifth
generation 3 Series was frozen in mid, approximately 30 months before the start of production.
The range was introduced in March for MY with the sedan and wagon body styles. Production of
the E90 concluded after the model year, succeeded by the F30 for Trim levels typically were
similar to the E90 sedan, however the M3 wasn't produced in the wagon body style. Several
markets outside Europe only offered a small subset of models in the wagon body style. In the
United States and Canada, the only wagon model available prior to was the xi, [13] and then the
i and xi from onwards. These include the tail-light design L-shaped on the coupe , more steeply
angled headlights and smaller side windows. For later generations, these body styles are
marketed as the 4 Series. The E93 convertible was BMW's first model to use a retractable
hardtop folding metal roof , instead of the cloth roof as previously used. The E93 was one of
first retractable hardtops in its price range. The E93's side windows are 30 percent larger than
its E46 convertible predecessor, resulting in a 38 percent increase in visibility. Official
specifications are as follows: [22]. At the front, MacPherson struts with an aluminum hub carrier
and aluminum dual lower links forming a virtual pivot point are used. This design was
previously used on all 5, 7 and 8 series BMW models. The rear suspension is a 5-link Multi-link
suspension , with fabricated steel subframe, fabricated steel control arms, and cast iron carrier.
There have been 49 original wheel styles produced for this model. Optional features some of
which are standard on higher models include Xenon headlamps, automatic climate control,
parking sensors , power-adjustable seats, satellite navigation, glass sunroof, heated front seats,
Bluetooth and USB audio input. Optional equipment could be ordered individually or combined
into packages. Optional interior colours, known as BMW Individual, were also available at extra
cost. The contents of the 'Premium Package' varies according to model year and market. The B3
was powered by turbocharged 6-cylinder petrol engine and the D3 was powered by a
turbocharged 4-cylinder diesel engine. Its position in the model lineup was between the regular i
and the M3, and approximately 4, units were produced. The is uses a higher performance
version of the N54 engine, which increases boost from 8. Transmission options were a 7-speed

double clutch transmission DCT with launch control or a 6-speed manual transmission. The
manual transmission has an upgraded clutch compared to the regular i. Other changes
compared to the i include stiffer engine mounts, a higher-flow exhaust system, an upgraded
cooling system, a different steering wheel, sport seats and "is" badging on dash and in the
instrument cluster. In September , the facelift LCI versions of the sedan and wagon were
released for the model year. Styling changes included front and rear bumpers, wing mirrors,
headlights, taillights, boot lid, wider kidney grilles and revised crease lines for the bonnet. The
new xDrive models received xDrive badges on the bumper and both the right and left sides right
below the side marker lamps. For the interior, crash-activated head restraints were added to the
front seats, the optional "Professional" navigation system was updated, iDrive was updated and
the resolution of the display was increased. For the model year, [47] the Sport, Lifestyle and
Exclusive Edition were introduced for sedan and wagon models. The d wagon model was
added, as was the d EfficientDynamics Edition sedan. Mechanical changes included compliance
with the EU5 emission standard, EU6 emission compliance optional for the d and d models,
power increases for the d, d, d and d models, the N54 engine in the i being replaced by N55
engine, and additional features for BMW ConnectedDrive. The Euro NCAP noted the poor
pedestrian protection awarding 4 points out of 36, reporting the 3 Series was "very
disappointing" in this measure. The 3 Series received "Good" marks in all six of the frontal
crash test categories, [50] and "Good" marks in six of the nine categories in the side impact
test. The convertible is rated "Marginal" in side impacts, [52] making the 3 Series convertible the
lowest rated vehicle currently sold in its class in IIHS tests. In November , BMW recalled , 3
Series cars from model years â€”11 with climate control system electronic components at risk
of overheating, due to a faulty blower motor. In , Norbert Reithofer and Development Chief
Burkhard Goeschel started an initiative to halve the time it took to reach full production of the
next generation 3 Series from six months to three. First marketed in March , the car quickly
became BMW Group's best-selling car worldwide, and by the end of the year , vehicles had been
delivered. The E90 marked the 15th consecutive year that the 3 Series was named on Car and
Driver's 10Best. Units sold according to BMW's annual reports: [74]. From Wikipedia, the free
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Compact executive car D. Nico DeMattia. Ever since the Egeneration BMW 3 Series made its
debut, enthusiasts have been pining for its predecessor, the Egeneration 3 Series. Which now
makes it the perfect time to buy. Those both had 3. In , models were upgraded to the i and i
models, which also came with 3. The former came with hp and the latter with hp. In came the LCI
facelift and that brought substantial styling change to the 3 Series. It came with a better looking,
sportier front end and nicer taillights. The BMW i also received an engine update, going from the
old twin-turbo N54 to a single twin-scroll turbocharged N55 engine. However, it also gained a
new model; the BMW is
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, which was only available as a Coupe and came with a slick-shifting dual-clutch gearbox or a
six-speed manual. It was only available as a sedan and it packed a 3. Honestly, as awesome as
the BMW i is either version , it might not be worth the headache. While some owners have
experience nothing but sweet, sweet motoring, there are horror stories across forums of their
HPFPs High Pressure Fuel Pump failing. While in warranty, that was just annoying. Now that the
car is out of warranty? There are also injector and turbocharger issues to worry about but those
are far less common than HPFP issues. Aside from those two, all other versions of E90 3 Series
are pretty reliable and enjoyable. You really just need to choose which model you prefer and
what you value. G80 M3. Continue Reading Below. Facebook Twitter Email. You may also like.
More from 3 Series. Videos See all. F82 M4 vs. E92 M3 V8 21 February How to unlock and start
your BMW with a dead key fob 8 February About Advertise Contact.

