2005 rav4 toyota

With ample power under the hood, nimble handling on the street and a generous standard
features list, the Toyota RAV4 is a worthy adversary for mini-utes like the Honda CR-V and Ford
Escape. In the mids, the Toyota brain trust took a close look at the SUV market and determined
that not everybody liked the idea of piloting a three-ton land yacht in order to take advantage of
the "U" in SUV. File drawers full of focus group questionnaires pointed toward a vehicle that
combined the advantages of a sport-utility -- great visibility, sizable cargo capacity, all-weather
capability -- with the manageable size and drivability of a car. With that in mind, Toyota's
designers looked past their bulky truck frames and gas-guzzling engines and came up with a
car-based SUV that merged trucklike utility with carlike maneuverability. Introduced in , the
RAV4 Recreational Active Vehicle -- four-wheel drive combined sporty good looks, a convenient
size and an economical engine into an attractive and affordable package. It was an instant hit,
and as the first example of a car-based sport-utility, the RAV4 enjoyed phenomenal sales that
brought with them an onslaught of new competitors hoping to cash in on the newfound niche.
Vehicles like the Honda CR-V and Suzuki Grand Vitara soon hit the market sporting bigger
engines and more refined interiors, promptly shuffling the aging RAV4 toward the bottom of the
category it had single-handedly created. Despite a dose of additional power in , the RAV was
getting left behind, and with more competition on the way, Toyota knew a complete redesign
was in order to keep its ground-breaking sport-utility at the top of its game. This led to the
current-generation RAV4, introduced for It has a refined look thanks to sharply upswept
headlights and crisp lines that stretch the length of the vehicle. Squint hard enough and
Toyota's latest mini-ute could even pass for a poor man's BMW X5, sans the neck-snapping V8
of course. Until last year, the mini-ute's weak, buzzy 2. Toyota responded by installing a larger
2. Our other main complaint about the RAV4 was its short standard features list that forced
buyers to pay extra for basics like air conditioning, cruise and power windows and locks. Now
you'll find all of these on the standard equipment list, along with ABS and stability control.
Meanwhile, front side-impact airbags and full-length head curtain airbags are on the options list.
With these upgrades and freshened styling that's slightly less toylike, this fun-to-drive mini-ute
makes great sense as a durable urban runabout and commuter vehicle -- which is just what
most people need most of the time. All RAV4s come with inch wheels, ABS, stability control, air
conditioning, a height-adjustable driver seat, cruise control, a six-speaker CD stereo and power
windows, mirrors and locks. Upgrade to the "L" package and you'll also get heated mirrors, a
leather-wrapped steering wheel, dark tinted glass, foglights and body-color bumpers and door
handles. The "L" package is also your ticket to leather upholstery and heated seats if you want
them. A sport package adds a mesh grille, a hood scoop, color-keyed door handles, a roof rack,
silver sport pedals, heated mirrors, gray-painted bumpers and overfenders and sport fabric
seats. Other options include alloy wheels, a sunroof and keyless entry. Larger tires are also
available on AWD models. Buyers can choose either a five-speed manual transmission or a
four-speed automatic. Fuel economy is excellent, and buyers can expect to get 22 to 25 mpg in
the city and 27 to 31 mpg on the highway. Four-wheel antilock disc brakes are standard, as is
Toyota's VSC stability control system. Side airbags for front occupants and full-length side
curtain airbags are optional. The RAV4 fared well in government crash tests, earning four out of
five stars for frontal impact protection and a perfect five stars for side impacts. It also earned a
"Good" rating the highest in frontal offset and side-impact crash testing by the IIHS the RAV4 is
the first vehicle to earn a "Best Pick" designation for both frontal and side-impact tests. One
other item of note is the RAV4's lack of a rear bumper. Low-speed crashes that damage the rear
of the vehicle can lead to high repair costs. Intended for a life on pavement, the RAV4 really
shines in this environment, where its taut suspension, quick steering and tight turning radius
come together to produce one of the best-handling SUVs we've ever driven. Minimal body lean
and sticky street tires combined with the traction of all-wheel drive provide reassuring handling
in almost all situations. With a capable and refined 2. Inside, buyers will find a set of stylish
white-faced gauges. As usual, all controls are simple and straightforward to use. Thoughtful
design elements include adjustable cupholders and well-placed storage bins. There's plenty of
room for four passengers, but throw in a fifth and things get a little tight. Behind the rear seat,
the RAV4 can hold Available styles include Fwd 4dr SUV 2. Doing so could save you hundreds
or thousands of dollars. Edmunds also provides consumer-driven dealership sales and service
reviews to help you make informed decisions about what cars to buy and where to buy them.
Simply research the type of car you're interested in and then select a used car from our massive
database to find cheap prew-owned vehicles for sale near you. Once you have identified a used
vehicle you're interested in, check the AutoCheck vehicle history reports, read dealer reviews,
and find out what other owners paid for the Used Toyota RAV4. Is it better to lease or buy a car?
Ask most people and they'll probably tell you that car buying is the way to go. And from a
financial perspective, it's true, provided you're willing to make higher monthly payments, pay off

the loan in full and keep the car for a few years. Leasing, on the other hand, can be a less
expensive option on a month-to-month basis. It's also good if you're someone who likes to drive
a new car every three years or so. Popular searches. My notifications My Account. Review
Features Save. View Photos. Appraise this car. Somewhat cramped interior, high repair costs in
low-speed rear collisions, not much off-road ability. Other years. List Price Estimate. ZIP Code.
See all for sale. Edmunds' Expert Review. Vehicle overview. The JBL 3-in-1 audio system has
been discontinued, and the sport package receives a unique metal mesh grille and silver sport
pedals. Read more. Write a review See all reviews. After trading in a Rav4 we purchased a new
Rav4 L. It has been a pleasure to own, and wish Toyota still made this style. We like the size, it
has plenty of zip, not bad on gas, easy to park, and great in the snow, holds the road in the rain
with the AWD. I do most of my own work and changed the wires and plugs at the , mile mark.
The only maintenance was a new battery, front brakes, tires, new rear shocks, and runs like the
day it left the dealers lot. It also helps that it is garage kept. We don't miss it, and less chance of
something going amiss. Now at , miles this is the most dependable, reliable vehicle we have
ever owned. Easy to park, great highway mileage up to 29 mpg, and if it lasts to , miles my wife
isn't going to part with it anytime soon. Back seat is roomy enough and with them flat or taken
out if needed, it offers plenty of room for cargo. New wiper blades, changed over to synthetic
oil, had an upgraded radio with the Bluetooth feature installed for hands free answering of the
phone, other than that this little car runs, runs and runs. It may not win any marathons, but it
has enough pep to get from point A to point B. I just replaced the halogen headlight bulbs with
LED's. Replacing the drivers side bulb is easy, the passenger side not so much. But, the
difference in night vision was worth it. Read less. I've been through 3 sets of front brakes 3 sets
of tires, 2 water pumps and I think thats it. Just regular maintenance keep this little guy going.
Oil changes every thousand miles, radiator fluid flushed once a year, trans fluid changed every
50, miles. Thats about it. Just installed new struts and shocks long over due made an amazing
difference in the ride. Oh I did have to have the Air Sensor thingy replaced it wasnt cheap like
The sensor light kept going on the dash. Tough as nails, , and a front impact. My Rav has , miles
on her. Last October I rear-ended someone and thought she was done for. I pulled the frame
back out a few inches, installed a new radiator and she's back running as strong as ever. My
only complaint would be the wind noise, honestly. The clutch was replaced around 15, miles
ago, but that's been the only mechanical issue. Regular maintenance, tires, and brakes have all
been reasonably inexpensive. This is the first car I have ever kept until it was paid off. In the
past, I would grow tired of issues, but not this baby. I am going to drive her until the wheels fall
off. I purchased this car new and except for routine maintenance have never had a problem. My
daughter was taking the car to college so I called a local Mechanic to see have the car checked
out - I was concerned that the car had a serpentine belt that might need to be replaced. They
informed me that the engine had a timing chain lasts longer and that the car wasn't scheduled
for its first tune up until , miles! I have had zero problems with both cars. Write a review. Frontal
Barrier Crash Rating. Dynamic Test Result No Tip. Risk Of Rollover Not Rated. IIHS Rating. Side
Impact Test. See full safety scores. People who viewed this also viewed 3. Sponsored cars
related to the RAV4. Sign Up. A majority of all used US imports have either been in accidents,
been stolen, been flooded, salvaged and rebuilt and shipped to Europe or are subject to open
recalls. For 30 years, CARFAX has been collecting data on US vehicles from thousands of
sources and has helped millions of used car shoppers reduce their risk of getting stuck with a
vehicle that has costly hidden problems. For more than 30 years, CARFAX has been helping
millions of used car shoppers make better purchase decisions and avoid expensive hidden
problems. In addition, CARFAX has helped used car dealers around the world to build trust with
their customers and sell their American cars with confidence. With more than 14 billion records,
CARFAX has built up its database with the help of its partners and sources, including
government offices, law enforcement agencies, service and repair shops, car dealerships,
insurance companies and many more. In addition to publicly available information, CARFAX has
collected information from many independent reliable sources. Thanks for the service, the price
was absolutely worth. Immediately to the Internet, paid with credit card and in 10 minutes I ha
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d the report. Vehicle imported from California to Lithuania. For some weeks "Babs" is now with
us and we have a lot of fun with the car. Buying Used American Cars? Search by VIN. Instant
Access. We offer you unique vehicle history to help you make better purchase decisions.
Trusted by millions of users. Worldwide market leader. The most popular blog articles How to
detect mileage rollback? Mileage rollback is one of the most occurring types of fraud in the

selling process of used cars. However, there are ways to detect mileage fraud. Even though
odometer fraud is difficult to detect for the untrained eye, it is not an impossible task. Import a
car from the USA. There are a few advantages to buying a American used car. Check the Service
History of a Car. How important is the service history of a car? CARFAX takes a look at these
questions and explains the importance of the service history of a car, as well as where you can
find the complete history of service records. Make a VIN Search.

