2005 grand cherokee hemi

The Jeep Grand Cherokee Limited was completely re-designed and re-engineered for , and it
included three engine types: a V-6 and two V-8s, including the stupendous 5. Nevertheless, this
new model represented great value for the dollar and offered first-rate executive-type transport,
in four-wheel or two-wheel rear drive. But upon further inspection, it conceded nothing to them
in the way of build quality and all-round capability. To bring this new Grand Cherokee more into
sync with current design trends, DaimlerChrysler designers moved up the beltline and reduced
the glass-to-body ratio. The corners and sides were also squared off. All of which gave the
vehicle a more solid, more substantial appearance compared with its predecessor. Yet it was
still instantly recognizable from every angle as a Grand Cherokee, a model first launched in
Certain signature features of the Grand Cherokee, like the seven-slot grille and the trapezoidal
wheel openings, were carried over into the new vehicle. The hood, air dam, and side mirrors
evince hours of development time in the wind tunnel. The heavy cladding used on the previous
model was replaced with a more slab-like bodyside shape. Apparently, this new shape would
better protect the sides of the vehicle from road debris tossed up by the big tires. It was a huge
improvement over the previous generation. Luxury clues abounded. Everything from the finish
and interior textures and colors down to the sound of the switches all contributed to the
perception of quality. A lot of thought was put into ease of use, too. A new four-gauge
instrument cluster with LED lighting and black gauges surrounded by chrome accent rings and
red pointers were designed to be easy to read, even in difficult lighting conditions. Yet, there
were a few hitches: Only the glass on the rear hatch opened with the remote. This could be
handy once you got used to it, but most users were frustrated by continually popping the glass
when what they wanted was to unlock the lift gate. Strangely enough, though, safety essentials
like side air bags and full-length side curtain air bags were extra-cost options. One of the
Limited models came with Quadra-Drive II 4WD, a sophisticated system that automatically
transfers power to the wheel s with the best traction. This system features electronically
controlled front and rear differential locks, which eliminates many of the on-road drawbacks
normally associated with a 4x4 and electronic stability control. Although a competent hp, 4.
Multi-displacement system technology was designed to shut off four of the cylinders in
situations when they are not needed. If you're shuffling along in heavy traffic, for example, or
cruising on the thruway, you don't need the power from all eight cylinders. So the system shuts
off four of them. But the instant you press harder on the gas, the engine computer activates the
other four cylinders. Before you can say "Cadillac ," you've got all the power you'll ever need. At
the time, this blew the doors off all but a few sport sedans. The was a vast improvement over
the previous model, which could get pretty squirrelly at speeds over 70 mph, especially when
there was a hint of crosswind. The new model handled like a dream, thanks to a fundamental
re-think of both the front and rear suspension architecture and components. The ride was firm
but never harsh, due in large part to the significantly increased wheel travel, which also
improved the already exemplary off-road capability. By Colin Hefferon. The all-new Grand
Cherokee manages to retain its classic style and unparalleled off-road ability while delivering a
level of luxury never before seen in a Jeep. If you're looking for a true 4x4 that's also refined and
comfortable enough to drive in the suburbs, this is a must-see. For die-hard driving aficionados,
this is a wonderful time to be alive. While automotive historians often refer to the innovation of
the s, and the muscle of the late '60s when discussing the "golden age" of personal
transportation, a strong argument could be made that we're living in the glory days of
gasoline-powered bliss right now. Think about it for a second. At no other time in the history of
mankind have we ever had as much freedom to travel and explore in unparalleled luxury and
comfort as we do at this very moment. A perfect example of this phenomenon is the latest
version of the Jeep Grand Cherokee. What started out 60 years ago as a brutally basic and
tough little four-wheeler designed for carting officers and supplies in WWII evolved over the
years into a popular civilian mount that made up for its lack of comfort and refinement by
offering the ability to go just about anywhere. The basic little truck that was originally known
simply as a "Jeep" eventually evolved into a brand name known the world over for building
incredibly rugged off-road machines. As fans of the original Jeep design now known as the
Wrangler grew to expect more comfort and luxury to go along with stellar off-road ability, the
company introduced what would later be recognized as a landmark in the development of the
SUV, the Cherokee. Offering two rows of seating, plenty of room for luggage and modern
conveniences such as air conditioning and power windows, the Cherokee became an instant
success. Eight years later, the Jeep family expanded once again, this time with the addition of a
larger and more luxurious version of the SUV called the Grand Cherokee, which was designed
to combat Ford's popular Explorer sport-ute. Leather seats, a powerful V8 engine and advanced
four-wheel drive made it an instant hit, but consumers and the automotive press took issue with
the GC's rough ride and occasionally shoddy fit and finish. Improvements came on the

second-generation Grand Cherokee , but by then, family-oriented buyers had begun to expect
carlike handling characteristics and spacious interiors â€” attributes that this rugged Jeep
simply couldn't deliver as well as the current-generation Explorer. However, after an infusion of
German DNA, courtesy of parent company DaimlerChrysler, Jeep engineers have redesigned
their flagship SUV from the ground up, and after spending some time behind the wheel, we can
safely say that the Grand Cherokee offers the perfect balance of luxury car comfort and
unshakable off-road prowess. Imagine a mountain goat wearing silk pajamas and you'll start to
get the picture. The third-generation Grand Cherokee offers improved capability and fantastic
on-road ride and handling characteristics in a well-appointed package. The all-new exterior
design is unmistakably Jeep, and designers spent countless hours in a wind tunnel in an effort
to reduce wind and road noise. The nicely fit-and-finished body panels are mounted on a new
platform, and engine options have changed as well. The line is once again split into two models,
Laredo and Limited. The Laredo comes standard with V6 power, all-wheel drive, air
conditioning, inch alloy wheels, four-wheel disc brakes with ABS, eight-way power cloth seats
with lumbar support, full power accessories and a clever cargo storage compartment behind the
rear seat with a reversible load floor and water-resistant storage compartment. Stepping up to
the high-end Limited model includes the stellar 4. Options include heated seats, side curtain
airbags, rear-seat DVD entertainment, satellite radio and an off-road package with tow hooks
and skid plates. Standard Jeep trademarks like the seven-slot grille, round headlamps and
trapezoidal wheel openings were retained, and a longer hood and laidback windshield were
incorporated into the design for a more aggressive, powerful image. The lines of the big
sport-ute are hard and taut, and the cheesy glued-on body-side moldings and wheel flairs have
been ditched in favor of single-piece flared fenders. The overall look and vibe haven't changed,
but the entire package appears much cleaner and more elegant than ever before. Perhaps the
largest improvements to the GC are inside the cabin, where the Daimler part of the
DaimlerChrysler equation becomes most readily apparent. Firm and supportive bucket seats are
much more comfortable than the big overstuffed buckets found in the previous-generation
Grand Cherokee and most other American SUVs. Panel breaks have been minimized for a
smoother, more seamless look. A new chronograph-style four-gauge instrument cluster with
LED illumination keeps the driver informed, and the console and door panel armrests are now
thickly padded for improved comfort and durability. An all-new stereo design with twin knobs
for volume and radio tuning is easy to operate and sounds quite good, especially when
equipped with the Sirius Satellite Radio option. A new climate control interface makes finding
the appropriate temperature a breeze. The standard setup relies upon three basic dials,
controlling temperature, fan speed and mode, respectively. The high-end Limited model
includes standard dual-zone climate control, which is similarly simple and effective. The
console-mounted gated shifter is one of our favorite features, and it appears to have been
yanked straight out of the Mercedes parts bin, which isn't a bad place to shop for parts if you're
looking to improve a vehicle's interior. All of this comfort and luxury wouldn't be worth much if
it was bolted to the same tired, old platform, which is why the entire foundation has been
redesigned from the ground up. The Grand Cherokee has always relied upon unibody
construction rather than a body-on-frame-type setup, mostly due to the fact that basing a
vehicle on a single integrated platform means it can be stiffer and lighter without sacrificing
rugged durability. An independent front suspension is now standard on all four-wheel-drive
models for the first time in Jeep history, and a new five-link articulating rear suspension design
means this Grand Cherokee can cover rougher terrain than its predecessors while providing a
smoother ride. Jeep engineers also wanted to instill refined road manners for a more
pleasurable on-road driving experience, so a new coil-over suspension and rack and pinion
steering were tapped to deliver a smooth, high-performance driving feel. Advanced construction
techniques that employ nodular iron and forged steel for most of the major suspension
components mean this thing can take a serious licking and keep on ticking. Additionally, an
optional Dynamic Handling System that uses a hydraulic active stabilizer bar to minimize the
compromise between ride and handling will be available later this year. Of course, the Jeep
name isn't worth much without a stellar four-wheel-drive system to back it up, and the new
Grand Cherokee actually has three. The base-level Laredo model comes equipped with a
full-time all-wheel-drive system called Quadra-Trac I, which offers excellent grip on most paved
and unpaved roads and utilizes standard brake traction control to maintain stability when things
get slippery. The next step up is called Quadra-Trac II, which is optional on the Laredo and
standard on the high-end Limited model. This system also offers a full-time all-wheel-drive
mode but adds a locking, two-speed transfer case controlled by a switch on the dash. The third
option is called Quadra-Drive II. It's likely the best off-road-oriented four-wheel-drive system
available in an SUV today and is optional in the Limited model only. Essentially, the

Quadra-Drive II system uses an electronically controlled clutch to lock each wheel
independently, depending on which wheels have traction â€” meaning that it's possible for
percent of the power to be sent to any one of the four wheels if the need arises. Dual-range
gearing and stability control both come standard with Quadra-Drive II. One of the biggest
changes for is under the hood, where the tired, old 4. With horsepower and pound-feet of torque
on tap, the smooth overhead cam six provides plenty of power in Laredo models for daily
driving duty. Buyers can also step up to the 4. Now common across the entire Chrysler line, the
4. The option that really stoked our inner horsepower demon, however, is the 5. The big V8
pounds out an impressive hp and lb-ft of torque. It uses the Multi Displacement System first
seen in the C that seamlessly alternates between a smooth and efficient four-cylinder mode
when less power is needed, and a full V8 mode when more power demands are greater. The
result is a linear power curve that provides stunning acceleration and respectable mileage
numbers similar to what one would expect from a small V8. All three engines come standard
with a manually shiftable five-speed automatic transmission. Sliding behind the wheel is an
easy task, thanks to the eight-way power-adjustable driver seat and adjustable pedals. At 5-foot
in height, we have to slide the seat all the way back in most SUVs but were surprised to find that
the new GC offers more legroom than we could use. The steering wheel is thickly padded and
easy to grip, and the chronograph-style gauge cluster is easy to read at a glance. The ride is
incredibly smooth and quiet on the road, and the steering feel is solid with just the right amount
of power assist. SUVs can get pretty scary on twisty canyon roads, but the Grand Cherokee felt
quite nimble and the all-wheel drive was confidence-inspiring. While the Hemi engine provides
incredible power and tire-shredding bottom-end torque, it didn't feel quite as smooth as the 4.
The leap in refinement and perceived quality over the previous model is astounding, from the
ultratight and quiet ride to the layout and design of the interior. High-end goodies like two-tone
leather and heated seats with lumbar are nice, but even the V6-powered Laredo model we took
around the block was comfortable and easy to drive. DaimlerChrysler definitely did its
homework when designing this vehicle and it's unquestionably the nicest Jeep product to date.
A few decades ago the prospect of buying a fully capable off-road vehicle equipped with
satellite radio, a DVD entertainment center, two-tone leather seats and a hp V8 that actually gets
decent mileage was downright laughable. The combination of an ultracompetitive marketplace
and impressive leaps in technology have helped transform the modern SUV into a rolling ticket
to adventure, capable of going just about anywhere in the world. Unfortunately, the gnarliest
action most of these vehicles will ever see is the back row of the Starbucks parking lot. Whether
your idea of an action-packed weekend is a trip through the urban jungle or a dirt trail in the
middle of the desert, rest assured the new Grand Cherokee can handle it. This is the golden age
indeed. Doing so could save you hundreds or thousands of dollars. Edmunds also provides
consumer-driven dealership sales and service reviews to help you make informed decisions
about what cars to buy and where to buy them. Simply research the type of car you're interested
in and then select a used car from our massive database to find cheap prew-owned vehicles for
sale near you. Once you have identified a used vehicle you're interested in, check the
AutoCheck vehicle history reports, read dealer reviews, and find out what other owners paid for
the Used Jeep Grand Cherokee. Is it better to lease or buy a car? Ask most people and they'll
probably tell you that car buying is the way to go. And from a financial perspective, it's true,
provided you're willing to make higher monthly payments, pay off the loan in full and keep the
car for a few years. Leasing, on the other hand, can be a less expensive option on a
month-to-month basis. It's also good if you're someone who likes to drive a new car every three
years or so. Popular searches. My notifications My Account. Review Features Save. View
Photos. Appraise this car. Hard plastic interior surfaces could use some padding, less cargo
capacity than most midsize SUVs. Other years. List Price Estimate. ZIP Code. See all for sale.
Edmunds' Expert Review. The Grand Cherokee is all new for Among the improvements are new
four-wheel-drive systems, an independent front suspension, three excellent engine options and
better ergonomics and build quality. Read more. Write a review See all reviews. I've owned a
total of 3 jeeps and I love them all dearly. I bought my 05 Grand Cherokee Limited 4. The 4. I
average about 14 city 21 highway. The Quadratrac 4x4 system is a beast in the snow, even
better than my XJ or Ranger were. It has more than enough features. The brakes and
suspension are both good -it rides pretty nice. I'm also a big fan of the aesthetics of the vehicle,
the color scheme and design is tastefully done. If I had to nitpick it would have to be about the
door panels. I would prefer more padding and I had to replace one of the door handles. Also had
an issue with some leaking from the sunroof due to an issue with the drainage system. I got that
all squared away though, ultimately no big deal. Really nice vehicle overall. Read less. Best car I
have ever owned. I am the original owner of my Jeep which now has , miles on it. It is my third
Jeep. As an outside salesman I have driven over 1,, miles in the past 30 years. And this is the

most durable car I have ever driven. The 3 items were done at , miles. It took 60, miles just to
break in the motor which uses not a drop of oil between regular oil changes every , miles. My
car has every available option and NOT one thing has malfunctioned in , miles. You just can't go
wrong with this car. MOST reliable vehicle I have known. I have over , miles on her and let me
say, I have more money into a town and country with 38, miles than I
2006 toyota tacoma fuse box diagram
wiring diagram for 2 switches and 1 light
g12 7 series
do into the Jeep. The jeep has been used and abused for the last few years. And of course new
tires and brakes but any car needs those. This Jeep still has boatloads of power, and there is no
sign of wear or tear. It looks like it has 5, miles on it. No rust despite several michigan winters.
Great SUV!!! I Bought this Jeep in brand new. It has been reliable and fun to drive. I drive about
miles a year and this vehicle has served me well. I only took it to the dealer a few times and the
rest of the time the local oil change place. It has , miles on it and I am going to trade it in for
something that gets better mileage. No major problems. Maybe they run better when you run the
heck out of em! See all reviews of the Used Jeep Grand Cherokee. Write a review. Frontal
Barrier Crash Rating. Dynamic Test Result No Tip. Risk Of Rollover Not Rated. IIHS Rating. Side
Impact Test. See full safety scores. People who viewed this also viewed 4. Sponsored cars
related to the Grand Cherokee. Sign Up.

