2004 kia spectra timing belt

Our mobile mechanics offer services 7 days a week. Upfront and transparent pricing. Our
certified mobile mechanics can come to your home or office 7 days a week between 7 AM and 9
PM. An engine timing belt is a fiber reinforced, toothed drive belt manufactured using durable
compounds such as highly saturated nitrile. The timing belt allows the crankshaft to drive the
camshafts in the cylinder head at half the RPMs of the crankshaft. Engine designs vary, and
thus the replacement procedure will vary, but broadly, the procedure is as follows:. No, were a
worn out timing belt to snap while underway, perhaps on a highway, it creates a risk of
complete loss of engine power while surrounded by fast moving vehicles. Once your vehicle
has reached the recommended replacement mileage for the belt, you can eliminate the risk of
sudden and unexpected timing belt breakage by having it replaced. If your engine is of the
interference type, it is especially important to replace the belt according to the maintenance
schedule because sudden breakage of the timing belt, while the engine is running, will likely
cause significant damage to internal engine components such as the valves and pistons. Kia
Spectra Timing Belt Replacement at your home or office. Estimate price near me. Service
Location. YourMechanic Benefits Online Booking. Mechanic comes to you. Free 50 point safety
inspection. See availability. Timing Belt Replacement Service What is a timing belt and how
does it work? Timing Belt. When to replace the timing belt? Every 60kk miles. If an engine is
equipped with a timing belt, the timing belt must be replaced at the service interval specified by
the vehicle manufacturer regardless of whether or not any problem is visible, typically in the
range of 60, to 90, miles. Engine stops abruptly or will not start. Occasionally, timing belts can
break, or skip, while the engine is running. Rough engine operation. The molded, reinforced
teeth on the timing belt engage gears on the crankshaft and camshafts. After many tens of
thousands of miles, the teeth can wear or break, or the belt can stretch, thus causing the belt to
jump position on the crankshaft or camshaft gears. Should the belt jump, the engine will run
poorly and perhaps not at all. Banging or clanking engine noise. On some engines, if the timing
belt has jumped, the pistons and valves can collide and there will be noise and damage. These
engine designs are referred to as interference engines. If your car has an interference engine,
replacing the timing belt according to the maintenance schedule will minimize the chance that a
belt failure will cause engine damage. How do mechanics replace the timing belt? Engine
designs vary, and thus the replacement procedure will vary, but broadly, the procedure is as
follows: Disconnect the battery ground cable. Once the engine is cold, set the crankshaft to top
dead center with the number one piston on the compression stroke. Remove crankshaft pulley.
Remove all accessories interfering with the removal of the timing belt covers. Remove timing
belt covers. Lock camshafts, as required, and note position of camshaft timing marks. Remove
timing belt tensioner and idler pulleys. Remove timing belt. If replacing the water pump, do so at
this time, and of course drain the cooling system first. If the engine cooling system thermostat
is only accessible with water pump replacement, the thermostat should be replaced as well.
Installation of the new timing belt includes all of the above steps, performed in reverse,
following strict guidelines to assure camshaft and crankshaft and balancing shaft, if equipped
are in perfect alignment after tensioner has been set. Upon completion of the installation, the
engine crankshaft is turned by hand degrees and the correct position of the timing marks on the
crankshaft and the camshafts is confirmed. The vehicle is road tested to confirm normal
operation and a service sticker is affixed to the engine noting the date of belt replacement and
the vehicle mileage. Is it safe to drive with a timing belt problem? When replacing the timing belt
keep in mind: An interference engine should be carefully inspected before a broken timing belt
is replaced because it may have sustained damage that will have to be repaired prior to
installing a new belt. The timing belt system includes idler pulleys and a belt tensioner. These
components should be replaced along with the belt. Mechanics will usually recommend
replacing the water pump at the same time that the timing belt is replaced. Yourmechanic was
featured in. Popular Kia Jobs. Auto service in Your City. Meet some of our expert Kia mechanics
Real customer reviews from Kia owners like you. Excellent Rating. Rating Summary. Kyle 20
years of experience. Request Kyle. Eduardo 15 years of experience. Request Eduardo. Eduardo
was very pleasant and professional and got the job done even faster than he had estimated.
Larry 18 years of experience. Request Larry. Larry 15 years of experience. Great guy! How can
we help? Read FAQ. Service type Timing Belt Replacement. They have also cautioned that this
is an interference engine in which a timing belt failure would be very likely to cause catastrophic
damage. The reason for this is that the engine is built with close tolerance and the valves would
strike the pistons. Belt failure is seldom due to fatigue, but rather to the amount of stretching
experienced over time. Raise the front of the vehicle and place jack stands under the subframe
to the rear of the front wheels. Lower the vehicle onto the stands. Disconnect the negative
battery cable using a wrench. Mark the spark plug wires using the white marker for reference
when reinstalling them. Pull the wires off the plugs by pulling and twisting the boot. Do not pull

on the wires, as you could damage them. Remove the spark plugs using a spark plug socket,
short extension and ratchet. Break the water pump pulley bolts loose using a socket, but do not
remove them. They are easier to break loose while the belts are still on the vehicle. Loosen the
bolt with a socket. Do not remove the bolt. Loosen the adjusting bolt for the power steering
pulley bolt adjuster by turning it counterclockwise to relieve the tension. Remove the drive belt
from the power steering pump and the air compressor pulley. Check the radiator support or
under the hood for the accessory belt diagram. If none exists, sketch a diagram of the belts.
Loosen the alternator mounting bolt and turn the adjusting bolt counterclockwise to relieve the
tension. Lift the alternator belt off the pulleys. Remove the water pump pulley bolts using a
socket. Remove the crankshaft pulley bolts using a socket. Slide the crankshaft pulley off the
crankshaft snout. Slide the guide washer off the crankshaft snout. Remove the upper and lower
timing belt covers using a socket. Check the timing marks on the camshaft pulleys. The left
sprocket, as you are facing the front of the engine, is the intake camshaft. The marks are
notches in the top of the head. If the marks are not lined up, turn the crankshaft clockwise one
full revolution. All three timing marks will line up. Remove the tensioner bolt using a socket and
ratchet. Remove the tensioner pulley, the tensioner spring and the timing belt. Make sure the
timing marks are still lined up. Check the tensioner pulley to ensure it operates smoothly by
spinning it. You should not hear any grinding noises and it should spin freely. If not, replace it.
Measure the tensioner spring. If the measurement of the free length of the spring is not 1.
Reinstall the tensioner pulley and the spring. Install the tensioner bolt. Rotate the tensioner
pulley clockwise so it faces away from the guide pulley. Tighten the tensioner pulley bolt
enough so it does not move. Install the timing belt starting at the crankshaft sprocket. Work the
belt counterclockwise behind the idler pulley, then over the top of the camshafts. Keep tension
on the belt between the crankshaft pulley and the right camshaft pulley with one hand. With the
other hand, route the timing belt behind the tensioner. Hold the tension on the non-tensioned
side and loosen the tensioner bolt at the same time. Allow the tensioner to put tension on the
belt. Tighten the tensioner bolt to 28 to 38 foot-pounds of torque. Turn the crankshaft clockwise
slowly two turns. All three marks will line up on the second turn. Apply a load of 22 pounds
between the two camshaft pulleys. The belt should deflect 0. If not, repeat the tensioning
procedure. Reinstall the timing belt covers. Tighten the bolts to 6 to 7 foot-pounds of torque.
Slide the guide washer onto the crankshaft snout. Slide the crankshaft pulley onto the
crankshaft snout. Install the crankshaft pulley bolts and tighten them to 9 to Reinstall the water
pump pulley. Tighten the bolts to 9 to 13 foot-pounds of torque. Install the alternator belt.
Tighten the mounting bolt to 27 to 38 foot-pounds of torque. Tighten the adjusting bolt to 14 to
18 foot-pounds of torque. Rotate the power steering pulley until the hole in the pulley exposes
the bolt. Tighten the bolt to 27 to 39 foot-pounds of torque. Tighten the tensioner until the belt
turns no more than 90 degrees when twisted between the pulleys. Install the spark plugs and
torque them 18 to 22 foot-pounds. Install the spark plug wires using the marks made earlier to
identify them. Lift the vehicle and remove the jack stands. Lower the vehicle. Reattach the
negative battery cable. The timing belt on a Sportage ensures that the engine's valves are timed
properly, allowing the engine to operate as efficiently as possible. On the Sportage, a timing belt
is used. Unlike timing chains, timing belts are not good for the life of a vehicle. They must be
replaced per your maintenance schedule, just like any other wear item. While a timing belt
needs regular service, it is less expensive than the timing chain used in some vehicles, and the
part is also easier to change. Kia Sportage models with the single-cam engine have an
interference engine, meaning that if the timing belt breaks or slips, the mistimed valves will
come in contact with the pistons, which can damage the valves, pistons and other engine
components. Sportage models with more than one cam have a noninterference engines,
meaning the engine simply will not run if the belt slips or breaks. Allowing your Sportage to go
more than 60, miles between timing belt services is like driving on borrowed time. While your
timing belt is being replaced, consider having your water pump replaced as well. The water
pump is easily accessible during a timing belt replacement, so having the water pump serviced
simultaneously can prevent future headaches and save money in the long run. Disconnect the
cable from the negative battery terminal with a socket wrench to ensure you don't inadvertently
start the engine. Raise the vehicle and support it on jack stands. Remove the engine cover, right
wheel and side cover for the right wheel. Detach the accessory drive belts, water pump pulley
and upper cover for the timing belt. Turn the crankshaft pulley clockwise to align the groove on
the pulley with the timing mark on the lower timing belt cover. Disconnect the pulley and flange
for the crankshaft with a socket wrench. Remove the lower timing belt cover and timing belt
tensioner. Detach the timing belt from the pulleys. Turn the crankshaft clockwise to align the
timing marks for the crankshaft and camshaft. Install the timing belt tensioner with a socket
wrench. Place the new timing belt onto the crankshaft sprocket, idler pulley, camshaft sprockets

and timing belt tensioner in that order. Turn the timing belt tensioner clockwise to apply tension
to the timing belt. Press the tension side of the timing belt with moderate force. The tension is
correct when the deflection of the timing belt is about 0. Tighten the mounting bolts for the
tensioner to 20 ft. Turn the crankshaft clockwise by two full turns and align the timing marks
once again. Attach the lower timing belt cover and tighten its mounting bolts to between six and
seven ft. Connect the flange and pulley for the crankshaft. Tighten the bolt for the crankshaft
pulley to between and ft. Connect the upper timing belt cover and tighten the mounting bolts to
between six and seven ft. Install the water pump pulley and accessory drive belts with a socket
wrench. Attach the right wheel and side cover for the right wheel. Replace the engine cover and
connect the cable to the negative battery terminal with a socket wrench. Place the drain pan
under the radiator drain plug, open the plug and allow it to drain. Close the plug. Loosen the
four nuts on the water pump pulley but do not remove them yet. Loosen the adjusting bolts in
the alternator and the power steering pump with a wrench, push them away from the belts and
remove the belts. Remove the bolts securing the fan shroud to the radiator support using a 10
mm socket. Remove the four nuts on the water pump pulley, then remove the fan and shroud as
an assembly. Remove the bolts in the crankshaft pulley using a socket. Loosen and remove the
crankshaft bolt using a socket. Remove the top radiator hose. Extract all the 10 mm bolts
securing the top and bottom timing covers and remove the covers. Install the crankshaft bolt
temporarily. Use a socket on the bolt and turn the crankshaft clockwise until the mark on the
crankshaft sprocket aligns with the timing mark on the block at the 12 o'clock position. Look at
the camshaft sprockets and make sure the left sprocket has the "I" facing straight up and the
right sprocket has the "E" facing up. At the same time, notice that there is a line on each
sprocket adjacent to each mark--make sure they line up with the notch on the cylinder head at
12 o'clock. This allows for perfect alignment. If they do not come close to aligning, rotate the
crankshaft one more time and they will align. Loosen the tensioner bolt and push the tensioner
away from the belt. Loosely tighten the bolt to maintain position. Remove the belt. Install the
new belt starting on the right side away from the tensioner. Keep all the tension on the right
side. Loosen the tensioner bolt and allow it to apply tension on the belt. Do not tighten the bolt
yet. Rotate the engine two turns clockwise and re-align the timing marks. Tighten the tensioner
bolt to 35 foot-pounds. Install the timing belt covers. Remove the crankshaft bolt and install the
crankshaft pulley. Reinstall the bolt and tighten. Install the radiator shroud and fan as an
assembly. Place the fan on the water pump pulley, install the four nuts loosely, install the bolts
in the fan shroud and tighten. Install the belts around the crank pulley, water pump pulley and
alternator and pull the alternator up to tension the belt and tighten the bolts using a socket.
Tighten the water pump pulley nuts using a wrench. Install the belt on the power steering pump,
pull the pump out to tension the belt and tighten the bolts. Install the upper radiator hose. Fill
the radiator with antifreeze. Items you will need Socket wrench set Floor jack Jack stands
Torque wrench. The alternator belt on the KIA Spectra 5 is a single belt that controls the
alternator and the water pump. When the engine is running, the crankshaft turns the belt around
the alternator pulley and the water pump pulley. This process enables the alternator to function
and the water pump to be able to function as well. If the belt becomes damaged or cracked,
replace the belt as soon as possible before it breaks. Locate the alternator on the top driver side
of the engine. The alternator has an adjustment bracket on top of the alternator and a pivot bolt
on the bottom of the alternator. Loosen the bottom alternator pivot bolt with the ratchet,
extension and a socket. Loosen the locking nut in the center of the alternator adjustment
bracket with the ratchet and a socket. Turn the adjustment bolt at the end of the alternator
adjustment bracket counterclockwise with the ratchet and a socket until the belt is loose. Pull
the belt out of the alternator pulley, water pump pulley and the crankshaft pulley. Then, route
the belt around each fan blade. Pull the belt out of the engine area. Route the new alternator belt
around each fan blade and into all three pulleys. Turn the adjustment bolt clockwise with the
ratchet and socket to tighten the belt. Check the tension of the belt by pushing inward on the
belt. Tighten the locking nut on the adjustment bracket tight with the ratchet and socket. Then,
tighten the bottom alternator pivot bolt tight with the ratchet, extension and socket. Crank the
KIA Spectra and let the motor run for 30 seconds. Turn the motor off and recheck the tension on
the belt. Close the hood. Grace Mclain has been writing professionally since Her articles have
appeared on eHow. COM, and she specializes in automotive and business topics. Open the
hood. Step 2 Locate the alternator on the top driver side of the engine. Step 3 Loosen the
bottom alternator pivot bolt with the ratchet, extension and a socket. Step 4 Loosen the locking
nut in the center of the alternator adjustment bracket with the ratchet and a socket. Step 5 Turn
the adjustment bolt at the end of the alternator adjustment bracket counterclockwise with the
ratchet and a socket until the belt is loose. Step 6 Pull the belt out of the alternator pulley, water
pump pulley and the crankshaft pulley. Step 7 Route the new alternator belt around each fan

blade and into all three pulleys. Step 8 Turn the adjustment bolt clockwise with the ratchet and
socket to tighten the belt. Step 9 Tighten the locking nut on the adjustment bracket tight with
the ratchet and socket. You can also check the tension on the belt by using a belt tensioner
checking tool that can be purchased at most auto-parts store. Keep your hands away from the
front of the engine while the motor is running. It only takes a minute to sign up. Can anyone tell
me at what recommended mileage should the timing belt be replaced on a KIA 4 clylinder
engine. And if you know, is this a job for a pro or can a do it yourself person do it? A: The
service manual shows that the belt is to be replaced at 60, miles or , km. On both the 2. So you
still got some miles to put on your car. Happy motoring. I would suggest obtaining the actual
service manual. I don't know how accurate this information is as it's not official. Sign up to join
this community. The best answers are voted up and rise to the top. Asked 9 years, 11 months
ago. Active 6 years, 5 months ago. Viewed 5k times. Improve this question. Isn't this in your
owner's manual? I worry that this question is too simple and general for a site aimed at
professionals. See this meta page for more: meta. Add a comment. Active Oldest Votes.
Improve this answer. Sign up or log in Sign up using Google. Sign up using Facebook. Sign up
using Email and Password. Post as a guest Name. Email Required, but never shown. Featured
on Meta. Visual design changes to the review queues. Opt-in alpha test for a new Stacks editor.
Related 7. Hot Network Questions. Question feed. I'm thinking I'll do it myself but not until 80K
unless somebody here can cite a recall that was issued by manufacturer that prompted the 60K
replacement as part of warranty or is the 60K insurance for manufacturer's bottom line: swap
out the belt under warranty and make the customer pay for it just in case so they don't have to
swap out the whole engine if the belt snaps. Is that too cynical a viewpoint? Jeffrey answered 7
years ago. Think about this way swap out the belt under 80K, lets say at 60K just in case so they
don't have to swap out the whole engine if the belt snaps. I don't know about the warranty thing,
but if you engine is not a interference type i. If it is an interference type i. Keep in mind the belt
is normally in serviceable shape at the time of replacement, Its a pulley or water pump that
begins to fail that in turn trashes the belt. So these items should also be replaced for good
measure. I don't need any hand holding, Jeff. I'm looking 4 evidence like a factory glitch or
some other evidence that the belt won't make it to 80K. Some folks are way beyond that
mileage, so they claim. You sound like somebody who does car repairs for a living. Yeah, get
those chumps coming in early for all the belts to be changed. I think the 60K is a dealership con
since they are hauling a 10 year or , mile warranty. Yeah, who is to say that the customer
without the mandatory 60K replacement won't even change it at 80K. Yeah, 60K sounds like
dealer insurance. If your comfortable running the belt up to 80K buy all means do so. You are
right the belt may last well past 80k, but are you willing to risk thousands in repairs if it breaks.
Also you do have an interference engine, so your top end will be trashed if the belt breaks. Also
according to Gates large manufacture of automotive belts they call for inspection at 60k, and
replacement at 80K. I threw in the towel and had the dealer do it because as I stood over the
right fender and looked down at the tight sqeeze to work in to get the stuff out and ready for the
belt swap and looking at the spectra timing belt replacement details downloaded from the
internet, my lower back started to pain with the lean over I'm 78 and believe me age does make
a difference in auto repair. Had the drive belts to the power steering, water pump, and alternator
changed, too. My plan now is to pick some mechanic's brain who has seen a few timing belts in
his time relative to the mileage and would he reuse the one that was removed not really ready
for replacement or how many more estimated miles left on the belt in question.. You got 95K!
Jeff is probably having a heart attack. I also had the same dilemma, I have a prefect running Kia
Spectra, I bought it "used" with less than 5, miles on it. So IT was a new car. I keep up on the
basic maintenance; oil, air filter changes at about miles. Then upgraded to an aftermarket intake
and filter. The belt looked like it had maybe 10, miles on it, teeth were totally intact, no fraying,
no chips, AND no stretch. But since I was already freezing my ass off in the carport, Everything
was completed. But as always when you're under a car you see more little things, will be fixed
in time. I didn't have to replace anything besides the belt and pump. I will say it wasn't all easy
going, I did have to uninstall the motor mount and tear everything off the front of the motor. So
a guesstimated time frame was about 6 hours, I took my time and looked at everything. If I were
to rank how hard this was to do I would say intermediate. I had put those things in doing engine
rebuilds. I hope this may help someone. Rhee answered 7 years ago. Hey guys! I have a Kia
Spectra5 with , miles. I am just now getting the timing belt changed for the first time. I have
never had any issues with the Engine in this vehicle. I think that is very reasonable price for that
amount of work. Although I never had any issues with the timing belt, I wouldn't recommend
going k miles before changing it. Ive kept the oil changed every 3k mi, and I plan to be driving
this car well over k miles. I had a Kia Sorento , bought it new. Never had a problem with it. I
didn't know about replacing the timing belt. I was driving down the highway one afternoon

vehicle had about , miles on it the belt broke and the engine locked up. If I knew then what I
know now I would have replaced the belt every 60, miles. Cris answered 6 years ago. I have a kia
rio5. Belt was squeeking for a couple of weeks now oon my way to work im pretty sure my belt
fell off. Any advise on how I should approach this? Im not good with cars. Sean answered 6
years ago. I bought my Kia Spectra brand new with 18 miles on it. It now has k on it. I have
never changed the belt. Matter of fact I have never done anything serious to it. It has never had
brakes, struts, or any other wear part replaced and they are all still in good shape. I have
replaced the spark plugs, belts, the left side head light about a dozen times, but never the right
side, the battery, windshield wipers, tires, and the factory stereo. Johnba04 answered 6 years
ago. For what its worth, I have a Sportage that just hit ,00 miles with the original timing belt still
installed. That's a lot of driving. But I'm not going to challenge karma anymore. Replacing it this
week. Michelle answered 6 years ago. My Kia Rio had it's timing belt replaced before its
warranty was up june 30, I had to pay for the belt, np. But I immediately noticed a whining noise
coming from the engine. I took it back in today and they showed me the idler pulley that is
seizing and wiggling, causing the new timing belt to wear and squeal. They have to order in a
new pulley something they have never had to do before and I have to also pay for another new
timing belt!! It is july 2, so since yesterday was a holiday, I am technically 1 day out of warranty.
I don't feel that I should have to pay. The belt would have had to been put on with too much
tension causing the pulley to become defective. Any comments? Supposed to have it fixed in
two days so was going to talk to kia manager about it tomorrow. Any other ammunition I could
use?? Electricspine answered 6 years ago. Hello Michelle, This sounds like the a typical
dealership giving the ladies a runaround! I worked in the dealerships as a tech for over 14years
before throwing in the shop towel due to an auto accident on the job. Now to answer your
question, there are freak things that happen but the tech working on your vehicle should have
inspected all components pertaining to the timing belt and I personally would be a bit perturbed
and would not let them take you for a ride if you understand my lingo. It always upset me when
a female came in the dealership because the service writer always thought "she knows no
better"! Do let them, they should take full responsibility and as for the grace all they are doing is
covering up a mistake and making it look like they are helping you when in turn they are just
making you pay for something they should have caught in the first place under warranty. God
Bless You and I wish you the best. I have on Spectra5 replacement timing belt broke at about
75, God must have been watching out for me because could not find any damage in the
cylinders. Used a borescope to check everything out looked good. Put a good gates belt on
myself not the autozone one the garage used. I would not take a chance on this kind of outcome
as 99 times out of a hundred you will have bent valves and a boat load of work and money.
Jason answered 6 years ago. Just happened to be looking around at how to change a belt when
I started seeing posts like these pop up all over the place. I have a Spectra k miles Bought it
brand new 5 years ago. Well, I changed the rear brake pads. I've been sufficiently scared into
taking it in on pay day for new belts and such. Traci answered 6 years ago. I have a KIA Spectra
as well. The car is 6 years old now and I bought it brand new May They said that the Powertane
Warranty of 10 yrs or , miles - states I need to change out the timing belt at 90, or 72 months whichever came first. I only have 16, miles on the car now, but it is 6 years old. Therefore, based
on time - they told me I should be replacing the belt. I was leery to do it - but being that the car
has not needed ANY maintenance outside of oil filters, changes, and fluids really.. I think its
worth it. If the timing belt breaks - you are left with engine failure as it does rely on it. I was told
and I read that mileage is not the main issue on them but time - as they dry out and could break
at any time. Better safe than sorry. Yep, about to pick mine up in 45 minutes. Next month I'll go
get the filters and fluids changed. Definitely worth it to pony up some cash now to avoid adding
that zero later on. I'm not interested in getting a new car anytime soon and have no doubt I
could hit the k mark some day. Has been a fantastic car. QuarterPounder44 answered 6 years
ago. Have a Kia Spectra. I use Fully Synthetic Extended mileage oil and filters and change the
oil every miles. I had the timing belt changed at , miles because that is when they generally
begin the wear. Also had a 30 yr master mech check it over 60, to see if dealer suggestion was a
scam. It was in perfect condition. You may make your own inferences if you wish. Have never
changed tranny fluid. Needs a drain and fill soon. Antifreeze changed when timing belt
swapped. I swapped pads one time at around 85, miles or so just to be safe. I also bled the
brakes as well. OE Pads and fluid for bleeding are cheap. Now has , miles on it and needs a
battery soon because I'm dumb and I've drained it three times because of lights. Also the
weather right now sucks and cold freezes batteries, which causes them to need jump starts.
Jump starting a frozen battery causes the alternator to charge the frozen battery since it is
lacking a sufficient charge. Charging a frozen battery ruins the battery. So the battery is partially
my fault but you go get a tow after working 12 hours straight in degree windchill conditions

loading an A Airbus. You won't do it. You'll be like a Honey Badger. Honey Badger sees a
rattlesnake, but does he care? Honey Badger doesn't care. Jackie answered 5 years ago. Can
anyone tell me where the timing lineup marks r suppose to be on a 07 kia spectra. Mark
answered 5 years ago. I read some of these answers about timing belts and they just stretch
credulity to the limit. You can make your own decisions, but, if it were my car, I would definitely
recommend that you change the timing belt and water pump when the owners manual
recommended it and remember, mileage and time are equally important. So, if you don't drive
that much, change this every 7 to 8 years, otherwise, you're running the risk of blowing your
engine. Samantha answered 5 years ago. Ok I could really use some help I got my wife a 08 kia
rio5 sx hatchback its got 84g miles the timing belt broke it droped 8 valves I got it fixed cost me
bucks well it ran great for bout a month now this is what I'm needing help with it cranks fine
runs smooth till it warms up then it dies an takes bout 20 mins to crank again but when its
warmed up it want stay cranked would anyone know why its doing that iv also replaced the fuel
pump an cam shaft sensor still did not help. There's an important lesson here, people, don't
wait until the last minute to change the timing belt, then blow your valves. It may never be the
same. I don't think your mechanic did a through job if you just paid all this money and it still is
causing the problems you describe. My advice is get the timing belt replaced in 7 to 8 years,
maximum and avoid all of these problems. So your telling me yall have no idea why my car dies
when the motor warms up I thought yall were car gurus like I said it run smooth as silk till the
temp is up as if I went to town it don't shake when it dies it just dies like I turned the key off if it
was a valve problem it would knock or rattle or put off a bad vibration in the engine bay I'm just
trying to figure out what's going on an see if yall might know sumthin or delte with this problem
before if its a simple sensor to be changed out I rather do it myself then deal with a cut throat
mechanic so il ask again can yall HELP me please. Jeffrey answered 5 years ago. The issue
your are describing could be the result of many things. Given the history, I would first check the
cam position sensor, followed by checking the mechanical timing. If your belt is off by one
tooth, the car may very well run but you will get odd issues like yours. If you have access to a
code reader that would be extermely helpful. My money is on the cam sensor. Samantha - I'm
sorry, I don't work on my own cars, BUT, I'm very into "preventative maintenance ", so, I keep
my cars up and running like an airplane, if you know what I mean. Sometimes, something
unforeseen does happen and I have to call AAA. As for maintenance, if you can find an honest
mechanic, stick with that person and have him repair all your cars. I've had a business
relationship with my mechanic for over 15 years. They know my car and they never rip me off,
it's just smart business and they'll always appreciate referrals, I've sent many friends to my
mechanic and they were all thrilled. Now, to answer your question about your continued
problem. Hey, that's not chump change. And, I agree with Jeff above that it could be an
adjustment on the timing belt. Cars these days are more precision instruments than ever and
the position of the belt, belt tensioner, and everything else needs to be letter perfect. There's no
margin for error here, which is why I hire a professional. You mentioned above, maybe it's just a
simple sensor? How are you going to diagnose that without equipment? I know it's a hassle to
go back to your mechanic, but, maybe you need to explain to him that his reputation and good
business relations are at stake here and he needs to help you figure out what's wrong. If he's
unwilling to do that, you're just going to take all your business elsewhere and not recommend
his business to anyone else. I know you might be thinking this is no big deal, but, let me tell
you, word gets around. Negative word of mouth advertising is just as bad and has a tremendous
impact on local businesses. I'm sure he doesn't want to alienate you. And, if , he cannot figure
out what's wrong, you might as well know that and start shopping for a better trained
technician. Finally, you might start considering your next car. I've found that purchasing a late
model CPO lease return and getting the extended warranty to , miles is a great way to save
money over purchasing new. Good luck. It just make no since it ran perfect for a solid month iv
replace the cam shaft sensor it didn't help the belt isn't the problem my question is when
chaging theses sensors like the canshaft an the crankshaft sensor does my cpu need to be
reflashed it is an 08 damn near everything is electronic on this car. You're right, there's a lot of
electronics on your car. As Jeff stated above, it could be many other things. I'm afraid that you
don't realize that the days of the "backyard mechanic " is over. You can't just fix your car easily
anymore, unless you're a trained technician. Samantha, your ECU should not need to be reset,
for piece of mind, disconnecting the battery for 30 seconds will reset the ECU. Beware you may
need a security code to unlock your radio after doing this. I am afraid your only option, other
than randomly replacing parts is to have your car hooked up to a factory service computer
which should be able to isolate why the car is not running right. My only other guess is a fuel
pump issue. Certain electronics will function fine while cool, but malfunction once they warm
up. Jeff, I'm sure you'd agree that "randomly replacement of parts " is not a good idea and is

expensive. You're right, without diagnostics, you're taking shots in the dark. This is why I said
that there's no more backyard mechanics anymore. Cars today are like rolling computers. I
agree that diagnostics by part replacement is not ideal and can get very expensive. However I
believe that the backyard mechanic is very much alive, as long as they have upgraded their tool
arsenal. Case and point, I was able to diagnose a faulty cam position sensor on my mother's
van while on vacation with a simple Bluetooth OBD2 scanner and my cell phone. If you are
attempting to work on a modern car be ready to invest in the computer hardware, and it will
save you thousands. I personally own factory level OBD readers for Ford and VW, and they have
paid for themselves many times over in cost and time. So, did you ruin your engine valves? It's
never advisable to take chances on this. I have a spectra with miles the timing belt was changed
at according to a label on timing cover. I was told by the dealer that the belt was changed at The
belt broke and now it has bad head rattling cylinder 4. The head was changed at , mi. I am fixing
to pull the head and see if piston cracked. Unfortunately, the dealership that sold you this car
LIED! It was correct on the label of the timing cover at , miles. Normally, the intervals for this car
is every 60, miles. My old Honda Accord had the timing belt replaced every 60, miles. It depends
on the car. But, its a matter of time as well as mileage. This is critically important, and you
cannot overlook this without risking major engine failure. Glad to see all your response to the
timing belt for the Spectra I had my oil changed in December miles ago and they said my belts
and brakes all ok I said no and we looked at the belts when I got home and nothing wrong with
them, no noise and they look good with hardly any wear This really upsets me that the KIA
dealerships are doing this If I have a bumper to bumper warranty, then why do I replace the
timing belt at 50k? This is just not right. Mark answered 4 years ago. FYI- brakes, timing belts,
other belts under the hood, tires etc are "wearable items". NOT covered by warranty.
Lbrowning75 answered 4 years ago. First- I don't believe it! The timing belt is a critical part of
the car and it should be replaced at regular intervals. People who skip this are doing so at their
peril and if you really have your original timing belt, you are on borrowed time! I would suggest
that you replace it right now or risk damaging your engine. Regardless of what you think, the
belt can only last so long and it will fail. When that happens, the cost will be catastrophic and
damage so many internal parts, you'll to get rid of the car Congratulations on going , miles. If
you change the belt, you will easily go another , miles. I hope you're right. Just purchased car
from family 1 owner mostly highway miles. I've broken timing on a maxima hopefully I can make
another 2k before I dive in on that. A big thank you for saying that, YES, people don't wait and
see if you can squeeze the last mile or month on the timing belt. It's better to be SAFE than
sorry. Yes, highway miles are easier on cars because they don't have the changing engine
speeds, but, you're over due. It's a false economy to put this needed service off any longer, you
know it. GuruDRR1N answered 3 years ago. April answered 2 years ago. Runs like a top.
GuruTG4JZ answered 2 years ago. My optima belt snapped while coasting into a parking space
under a shade tree at 80k. Car died. Due to not accelerating at that moment, my engine wasn't
ruined. Now that was a good timing timing belt Get it through your heads, if you are lazy don't
buy a Kia or any interference engine vehicle. Most likely the belt won't break in a shady parking
lot. GuruCX8L1 answered 2 years ago. I just purchase a Spectra 71, miles on it. Driven by a 75
year old lady who took great care of it. Looks and runs like a top! So with it being 12 years old I
really don't want to waste more money on a timing belt. Since that is exposed I am hoping the
timing belt is still in good shape. She never garaged it I will change the others But the T-belt
would put me back to the point the vehjcle wouldn't be worth the price I'll take my chances
Fingers crossed! I replaced the timing belt, water pump, top O2 sensor, s
ae86 back
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park plugs, valve cover gasket and front motor mount. I drove the car and it's noticeably
louder, but what's really concerning is that after Replaced timing belt and reset timing..
Everything is lined up but will not start. Recently, an intermittent, high pitched whining sound
has started, seemingly from the water pump area. The water pump was replaced last wee I have
a different car. Content submitted by Users is not endorsed by CarGurus, does not express the
opinions of CarGurus, and should not be considered reviewed, screened, or approved by
CarGurus. Please refer to CarGurus Terms of Use. Content will be removed if CarGurus
becomes aware that it violates our policies. Report Follow. Mark helpful. Your Answer:. Upload
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