2002 pontiac grand prix ignition switch

This Pontiac Grand Prix had already been diagnosed with a faulty ignition switch. The faulty
switch was not allowing the blower motor to operate properly. The first step is to remove the
lower trim panel under the steering column. There may be some screws at the bottom of this
panel that have to be removed. This car did not have any. Now that the trim panel is out of the
way. There are several 7 mm headed screws that have to be removed. There are four 10 mm
headed bolts that have to be removed that are further up in the dash and an extension will be
needed. Pull the tilt lever from the steering column. For more detailed pictures of how this
comes out please click here. There are a couple of torx screws that have to be removed from the
bottom cover and then it can be pulled down. With the bottom cover removed the upper cover
retaining screws can be removed. A torx socket will be needed. Next disconnect the gang
connector near the bottom of the steering column. There is a 7 mm headed bolt in the center of
the connector. After separating the connector halves you will notice that the connector is made
up of three pieces. Using a small screwdriver spread the outer connectors away from the main
body. Sorry about the blurred picture. Look closely with a light and locate the small hole in the
aluminum housing above the lock cylinder. Rotate the lock cylinder to the full crank position
and then depress the retaining pin in the hole that you located earlier. Pull the lock cylinder
from the housing. This is a view of the above mentioned hole and tool with the cover removed
so that you can get a better idea of its location. This vehicle has a factory anti theft system that
uses a transponder in the key. The black part that I am pointing to is the receiver antenna.
Release the clips and slide it off of the housing. Remove the screws that hold the ignition switch
in place. The cream colored piece to the right with two wires attached is the key buzzer switch.
To remove it use a small screwdriver to depress the locking tab, rotate it and lift off of the
housing. When removing the forward screw you will also be removing the lock cylinder shift
interlock solenoid. Finish removing the switch by cutting the wires ties that hold it to the other
harnesses and install the new switch in reverse order. Make sure you secure the harnesses
back together with new wire ties. Wants to blame poor information from this site. No part of this
repair in particular should require any force or coercion of any kind! The new ignition switch
needs to be indexed into the exact position, as the old switch was in, when it was removed. The
ON position. The key tumbler assembly needs to be checked, to make sure the locking bar
drops flat and evenly towards the center of the tumbler assembly when the key is installed. This
last tidbit of info requires some thought before performing. If the ignition tumbler was giving
any signs of sticking or hanging up, I perform one extra step. In the slot that the locking bar
rests in, take a small file and bevel the leading edge of the slot, so that a worn tumbler assembly
will work without sticking. A very small amount of grease helps as well. If the electrical portion
of the switch is being replaced the answer is no. If the lock cylinder is being replaced the
answer is maybe. Depends on whether your car has a factory security system installed or not.
You must be logged in to post a comment. Skip to content. Click here to view that post. Now on
to changing the ignition switch. Disconnect the battery. The panel removed. Notice how far up
in the dash the interior mounting edge is. The one on the outside is a two step process. First
remove the screw. Then remove the extension with a pair of pliers. Slide the connector out of
the main body. Repeat this step for the other side of this connector. Next lift the upper shroud
and insert a curved and pointed device as shown in the next picture. Some extra things to keep
in mind: The new ignition switch needs to be indexed into the exact position, as the old switch
was in, when it was removed. The ON position The key tumbler assembly needs to be checked,
to make sure the locking bar drops flat and evenly towards the center of the tumbler assembly
when the key is installed. These two tumbler pictures are for a similar design and not
specifically for this vehicle. Log in to Reply. Older comments. Share Your Experience: Cancel
reply You must be logged in to post a comment. Would it be smart to budget a huge price for a
nice comfortable luxury car, and then save pennies on new OEM or aftermarket auto parts?
Your family's well-being should be your primary criterion when choosing an automobile;
Pontiac sells the most advanced safety equipment in the industry. Pontiacs have higher resale
value because of better design in addition to long-lasting components. Quick takeoff can be
yours if the vehicle you choose is one that focuses on wonderful style and performance like the
Pontiac Grand Prix. When you long for great reliability and long lasting performance you want a
stylish vehicle from Pontiac. Running errands can be more enjoyable when you own a Pontiac
Grand Prix, because it has a smooth ride and roominess. A genuine Pontiac fully utilizes a
well-designed motor architecture and a sensitive suspension. People who own cars that are
rugged in design definitely embrace the small things at all times. By choosing cars such as the
Pontiac Grand Prix you can show the driver's style anywhere you go. Your high-performance
vehicle requires the best components you can find. Superior driving is a breeze with optional
options manufactured to operate with the engine and steering components. Your Pontiac Grand
Prix Ignition Switch is normally situated inside the car or truck's distributor housing; if it is not

operating, your vehicle will not operate efficiently. Your Pontiac's Pontiac Grand Prix Ignition
Switch is a snap to replace for automotive hobbyists and won't break the bank. Electrical power
flows through the Pontiac Grand Prix Ignition Switch which is used to regulate the electrical
flow to the ignition coil of the vehicle. Your car or truck's Pontiac Grand Prix Ignition Switch is a
small mechanical component that can be found in or near the steering column and is designed
to start the vehicle when you turn it. A faulty Pontiac Grand Prix Ignition Switch may prevent an
automobile from idling and lead to the car dying. They are available for the following Pontiac
Grand Prix years: , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , 08, 07, 06, 05, 04, 03, 02, 01, 00, 99, 98,
97, 90, 89, 88, 87, 86, 85, 84, 83, 82, 81, 80, 79, 78, 77, 76, 75, 74, 73, 72, The replacement worked
perfectly and got all my electrical systems back online. Skip to main content Menu. Close X. Call
To Order: To return a part, simply submit a support ticket within 30 days of ordering and we will
issue you an RMA number to return your product. See customer service page for refund and
return details. We scour the web to make sure PartsGeek always has low prices. You can buy
with confidence! Click to Enlarge. Replacement Ignition Switch. Important Product Info: for
vehicles with Column Shift. Shipping Options: Free Ground Shipping. Product SKU: Product
SKU: W Shipping Options: Ground, Overnight, 2 Day. Read more reviews. Catalog: E. Vehicle
Notes Pontiac Grand Prix. Catalog: B. Vehicle Pontiac Grand Prix. Vehicle Transmission Pontiac
Grand Prix. Catalog: P. Catalog: A. Catalog: H. Catalog: C. Catalog: T. Catalog: Q. Catalog: K.
Catalog: N. See the Back button â€” blue bar at the very top of the page â€” to explore more.
Add your complaint? The key will not come out of the ignition. It must be left in. The steering
wheel does not lock in position. Dangerous to leave key in ignition. More likely to accidentally
lock children inside with key when it won't come out by accident. Add Complaint. When
shutting engine off the key will not release from the ignition. Key stuck in ignition. I searched
the internet and found that there is a button under the steering column that you can depress
and it will release the key. Use the tilt to lift the steering column, feel for a button and press.
This may take a minute to get used to. I can now do it without tilting the column. I called the
dealership and asked them why they would look at my vehicle and give me an estimate but not
alert me to the temporary fix, and they said it is against company policy. Intermittent problem
with key not releasing from ignition. The key is stuck in the ignition. I am unable to take it out
even when all gears have been switched to park. The were no events that gave me warning any
thing was wrong with the ignition. At this point this is the 3rd Pontiac Grand Prix ranging in
years that I have known this to happen to. The key is still stuck in there. Unable to extract key
from the ignition after putting the car in park. In most failures, I have had to restart the car and
go back through all of the gears and put it back into park then remove the key. I work with an
individual with the same year car and she recently had the same issue. I believe the issue
relates to the transmission not shifting fulling into park. I have a burgundy Grand Prix.
Whenever I turn it on, it has an extended crank. It sounds like it is struggling to turn on. I have
taken it to the dealer three times and am scheduled to take it in again a fourth time. The last time
I was there they told me that all of the models had an extended crank and that there was
probably nothing that could fix it. We had been dealing with the key getting stuck in the ignition.
This time when the key came out, we went to restart, put the key in and it does not turn. It does
not do anything. Should have been recalled!!! Too many complaints about the same problem.
The key is stuck when the car is put in park. They put in a new ignition, was good for a few days
and now it's not working again!! What would be a permanent fix?? I'll try the pen, but that isn't
going to satisfy the Mrs.!!! Update from Sep 18, : So, as it turned out The clip is at the bottom of
the handle facing the dash. It's been fine since. So, in the end Labour was about the same, but
they had to rewire in me remote starter too. They responded with a generic email each time.
What I did was I popped out the little plug on the underside of the steering column almost
directly under the ignition key insert. Then I use the inside of a common pen and stick that up
into the hole to push in the plunger once I put the car in park. Works every time, but is a pain
and just another common problem out of many with Pontiac Grand Prixs that should have had a
recall. I guess I have been lucky because I never had this problem until recently and, as you can
see, I am approaching , miles on the car. I am the sole owner of this car and have had it since
August when I picked it up from Kemper Pontiac brand spanking new! I am most grateful for the
workarounds that the previous 49 complaints have given me and will try a number of them. I
have been mostly groping in the dark, not sure what to do. Today was the first day that I had the
problem each and every time I turned off the ignition. Tomorrow I will look for that round plastic
cover and try to find the release button some of you have mentioned. It seems that almost all
Grand Prix owners have run in the same problem. What I cant understand is why GM is not
ready to admit their fault and do a recall. It just shows you that they do not care at all about their
clients!!! General Motors should recall all these cars with the ignition key stuck problem, there
are thousands of them. B, canada. The car will not turn on. I had my brother come over and look

at it, he doesn't know either! What do I do?????? My key goes in but it doesn't turn like its
stuck! How do I fix this? Another fine design by GM this car is now an on going problem with
things going out and not working. A couple years down the road, when the warrant had already
expired, the key got stuck again. This time I searched the internet and found out that there was
indeed a real ease button under the steering column, but was only accessible to push with your
finger when you tilted the steering column all the way up as far as it could go. My wife and I just
got used to the procedure and continued to do that for almost a year before I finally decided to
do something about it. I removed the steering column cover and exposed the switch. I then took
2 zip ties with a very small piece of card board , laid the cardboard over the button and
crisscrossed the 2 zip ties around and over the cardboard and tied it tight. This has since kept
the button compressed, and eliminating my problem for good. Car is up for sale Posting this as
I saw so many people having the same problem on this model. Same thing, key stuck in ignition
unless I played with the gear shift or used the key release button. Took into a mechanic as was
a pain. Issue was a sensor wire on the gear shift under the car had become frayed. Mechanic
replaced the wire and have had no issues since, originally when fixed thought was a design
flaw. It's been over five years, cheap parts used is my conclusion at this point. I have had the
same problem as everyone else key getting stuck I unhooked the battery for 5 min to reset
computer seem to work fine for a good six months now the ignition won't turn to the off position
so I use a screwdriver in the whole underneath the steering wheel and the car won't go into any
gear so I use the screwdriver to release the shifter I will let you know what ever I find out from
that or if anyone has a solution please let me know. Like everyone else, my key gets stuck in the
ignition too. Usually happens a couple times a week. When this happens I usually just turn the
car back on and put the car in drive or reverse and then back to park and usually i hear the click
noise and the key comes out. I have owned my '02 GP since new and the first time I noticed this
problem was 3 years ago in ' I mistakenly took it to my local Pontiac dealership and they fixed it
so I thought in a day. They claimed it was two bad wires in the module but I knew better. This
car has had issues with it since and has been a major pain in the butt since then. I did not see a
repeat of this problem until late when it started happening again. I took it back to the dealership
and asked how long their work was guaranteed for and they claimed a few months. I told them
their product stunk and would never buy another one again as long as I lived and wrote a letter
to Pontiac for which I never received a reply stating that if they did not satisfy me on this
problem that I would spread the word as long as I could that the Pontiac brand could not be
trusted and to stay away from it. I should have learned from my fathers mistakes when he
purchased a new Fiero back in '85 and a Bonneville in ' Both were trouble from the get go and
stupid old me took Consumer Reports at their word that the '02 was a good buy and highly rated
and reliable. I still have the battle with the ignition which I win every time, every day with my
trusty old pen to release the button. This is the reason why Pontiac went out of business. They
sold bad cars and couldn't stand by them. Shame it had to happen after all they put out 40 years
ago when they were in their heyday. I just bought my car not even a month ago, and I wish I
would have seen this website first. Like everyone else the key kept getting stuck, I would work
the shifter to get it out and beat the steering column to get it out, at this point I keep a
screwdriver ti hit the release, I think I'm going to glue something in the release slot so it doesn't
take me an extra seconds to get out of the car and explain to everyone that I drive a POS after I
get out. Well, this being a Pontiac kind of surprised me that I would run into stupid little
problems like this but me being a mechanic I always have some tools in the car, so when it
happens I just push the button under the ignition with a drill bit that I keep In the small console
in front of the shifter. That way I always have the "key" for getting my key out. My key gets stuck
in the ignition almost everyday I have to wait 30 sec to a couple minutes to get the key out. I
also have several other little problems. I will never buy a Pontiac again never had so many
issues before even out of my much older cars with more miles. My Dad just told me that is a GM
for ya. Some of my other problems are: gas gauge is broken drivers side door doesn't always
unlock with key I had to replace both head gaskets had water in car on floor water is in
headlights all the time ABS needs fixed If you are thinking of buying a Pontiac DON'T unless
you like to spend money on repairs! I'm having the same issue as everyone else with the key
getting stuck in the ignition, I just wanted to add another complaint. If you have a for-profit
service, contact us. Most Common Solutions: not sure 24 reports release under steering column
up a channel. Find something helpful? Spread the word. Share on Facebook Retweet this page
Email this page. Helpful websites No one has added a helpful site for this Grand Prix problem
yet. Be the first! Find a good Pontiac mechanic Read reviews of repair shops in your area. Enter
your zip code: A free service from CarTalk. Send Comment Add Complaint. Search
CarComplaints. Not what you are looking for? Search for something else:. Skip to main content
Menu. Close X. Call To Order: Alignment Shim Multi-Pack. Ignition Lock Cylinder. Ignition Lock

Cylinder Bolt. Ignition Lock Housing. Power Steering Cooler. Power Steering Cooler Bracket.
Power Steering Cooling Line. Power Steering Filter. Power Steering Hose. Power Steering
Pressure Hose. Power Steering Pressure Switch Connector. Power Steering Pump. Power
Steering Pump Kit. Power Steering Pump O-Ring. Power Steering Pump Pulley. Power Steering
Pump Repair Kit. Power Steering Pump Seal Kit. Power Steering Reservoir. Power Steering
Return Hose. Power Steering Seal. Rack and Pinion Bellow. Rack and Pinion Bellow Set. Rack
and Pinion Bushing. Rack and Pinion Mount Bushing. Rack and Pinion Overhaul Kit. Steering
Column Cover Bolt. Steering Column Intermediate Shaft. Steering Column Lock Bolt. Steering
Rack. Steering Rack Boot Kit. Steering Rack Bushing. Steering Rack Mount Bushing. Steering
Rack Seal Kit. Steering Shaft. Tie Rod. Tie Rod End. Tie Rod End Kit. Tie Rod End Set. Air
Intake. Body Electrical. Chemicals and Fluids. Climate Control. Cooling System. Diesel Injection.
Drive Belts. Engine Electrical. Engine Mechanical. Fuel Delivery. Fuel Injection. AC Delco. BWD
Automotive. DIY Solutions. Standard Motor Products. Shop By Vehicle. Click to Enlarge.
Shipping Options: Free Ground Shipping. Standard Motor Products Ignition Switch. AC Delco
Ignition Switch. Product List Price:. Shipping Options: Ground, Overnight, 2 Day. Forecast
Ignition Switch. API Ignition Switch. Catalog: Q. Vehicle Pontiac Grand Prix. Catalog: B. Catalog:
A. Catalog: P. Our mobile mechanics offer services 7 days a week. Upfront and transparent
pricing. Our certified mobile mechanics can come to your home or office 7 days a week between
7 AM and 9 PM. The ignition switch, located on the steering column or in the dashboard, takes
the power from the battery and directs it to all the accessories and electrical components of
your car. It also transfers the power to the starter when you turn the ignition key. If the starter
does not receive power from the ignition key, the car will not start. When the ignition switch
goes bad, your car may not start and the accessories lights, radio, etc. Replacing an ignition
switch can be as simple as removing a few screws to access the ignition switch, or as
complicated as removing the whole steering column. The battery feeds power to ignition switch,
so it is important for the ignition system that the battery is in good condition. Don't put too
much weight on your key ring because this can damage the key and the tumbler part of the
ignition switch. If there is no power inside the car none of the electrical components are
working , have the mechanic inspect the main fuses. If the fuses are good, then the mechanic
should inspect the ignition switch and other electrical components. The ignition switch serves
to send power from the battery. When you turn your key to turn on your vehicle, the ignition
switch takes power from the battery and sends it to the starter, which allows your vehicle to
turn on. When you turn on any electrical components in your vehicle such as your lights, radio,
and air conditioning , the ignition switch draws power from the battery, and sends it to these
electrical components to power them. When your ignition switch stops working, your starter
and your electrical components have no way of drawing power from your battery. Estimate price
near me. Service Location. YourMechanic Benefits Online Booking. Mechanic comes to you.
Free 50 point safety inspection. See availability. Ignition Switch. Keep in mind: After an ignition
switch is replaced, all electrical components should be checked to ensure proper operation.
How it's done: Check the condition of the ignition switch. Remove and replace the ignition
switch if it is bad. Verify operation of electrical components. Our recommendation: The battery
feeds power to ignition switch, so it is important for the ignition system that the battery is in
good condition. What common symptoms indicate you may need to replace the Ignition Switch?
Car may not start. Car starts then dies. Some electrical components may not work radio, clock,
lights, etc. How important is this service? Number of Pontiac Grand Prix services completed.
Yourmechanic was featured in. Popular Pontiac Jobs. Auto service in Your City. Meet some of
our expert Pontiac mechanics Real customer reviews from Pontiac owners like you. Excellent
Rating. Rating Summary. Johnathan 5 years of experience. Request Johnathan. Got me the best
deal and did a great job. Salvador 19 years of experience. Request Salvador. Second job,of
Salvador,and again outstanding as always,I can say with ease,I've found my Mechanic. He can
do all my repairs,anytime,Thanks Salvador. One of the best person,to be around,And very
knowledgeable of his work,And explained,everything he was doing,And had great
suggestions,Would love to have him,to do my work,anytime,Couldn't have had a better
mechanic. How can we help? Read FAQ. Service type Ignition Switch Replacement. For more
information go to We've Made a Site Update. Refresh to the latest version. Retrieve quote. Track
order. Sign In or Create Account. Every Purchase Supports. Texas Relief Efforts. Select your
vehicle. Pontiac Grand Prix Ignition Switch. Select your vehicle year. Refine by:. Ignition Switch
part. Returns Policy. Showing 1 - 15 of 16 results. Display item:. Sort by:. Vehicle Info Required
to Guarantee Fit. Core Charge. Add to cart. Part Number: M Universal Fit. Page 1 of 2 Showing 1
- 15 of 16 results. Replacement Ignition Switch. Dec 21, Good product. Part was received in a
timely matter, works great. Purchased on Dec 05, Jul 21, Great part Great service. Perfect fit
Best price I found. Came fastThanks. Purchased on Jul 07, Mar 21, Excellent part perfor

trane xl90 wiring diagram

2000 plymouth grand voyager se

trailer brake wiring diagram 6 way

mance love the fair price will definitely order from this again. Jamie Vermes. Purchased on Mar
05, Show More. Helpful Automotive Resources. A Short Course on Ignition Systems The voltage
that is available to the spark plug is somewhere between 20, volts and 50, volts or better. The
job of the ignition system is to produce that high voltage from a 12 volt source and get it to each
cylinder in a specific order, at exactly the right. The Starting System The automotive battery
requires special handling. The electrolyte water inside the battery is a mixture of sulfuric acid
and water. Sulfuric acid is very corrosive; if it gets on your skin it should be flushed with water
immediately; if it gets in your eyes it should be flushed with a. You might be surprised to find
out how many issues can potentially prevent your car from starting. Contact Us. Phone Number
Shop with Confidence. All Rights Reserved. Terms of Use. Privacy Policy. California Supply
Chain Disclosure. Accessibility Statement.

