2000 buick century alternator
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Resources. Bad Alternator vs. Bad Battery The battery, on the other hand, supplies electrical
energy to your car when the engine is off. Also, the battery provides the current needed to
energize the starter, which then cranks the engine to get it running. Automotive professionals
break down no-start situations into two separate categories: crank-no-start and
no-crank-no-start. The alternator accomplishes these tasks through electromagnetic
inductionâ€”a phenomenon that generates electrical current from a magnetic field. P Code:
System Voltage Low All electrical components in your car need a power source in order to
work. When the engine is off, the battery is responsible for supplying the car with the electrical
current it needs to power certain functions. Why are My Headlights Flickering? If your headlight
keeps going out while driving, here are the most common reasons why: Failing Bulb. Contact
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California Supply Chain Disclosure. Accessibility Statement. Replacing the alternator in your
Buick Century is a good project to do yourself. The alternator on the 3. Accessibility is very
good and you can remove and replace the alternator with basic hand tools in about and hour.
Locate the negative battery terminal, then remove the retaining bolt holding the negative battery
cable in place, using a wrench. Remove the cable from the battery and set it aside. Move to the
passenger-side fender so you are facing the front of the engine. Locate the serpentine belt
tensioner on the engine and place a socket and breaker bar on the bolt in the center of the
pulley. Rotate the tensioner counterclockwise to relieve the tension on the belt, then slide the
belt off the alternator pulley. Locate the wiring harness connector on the back of the alternator.
Depress the locking tab on the connector and pull it free from the alternator. Lay it aside, then
find the battery connection on the back of the alternator. Remove the locking nut from the
terminal with a wrench and pull the wire off the terminal. Locate the retaining bolt on the top of
the alternator and remove it with a socket and ratchet. Find the second bolt at the bottom of the
alternator, on the front of the unit. Remove it with a socket and ratchet, then lift the alternator off
the engine and out of the engine compartment. Set a new alternator in place on the engine and
install the upper and lower retaining bolts. Torque the bolts to 37 ft-lbs. Plug the wiring harness
connector into the back of the new alternator, making sure it locks in place. Slide the battery
output wire onto the BAT terminal, followed by the retaining nut. Torque the retaining nut to 15
ft-lbs. Rotate the serpentine belt tensioner counterclockwise, then slide the belt onto the new
alternator. Rotate the tensioner back to the home position and remove the breaker bar and
socket from the assembly. Install the negative battery cable end onto the negative battery
terminal. Install the retaining bolt and tighten it with a wrench. After many years of working in
auto parts and service positions, Killian decided to move into journalism full-time. He has been
published in "1st Responder News" as well as in other trade magazines and newspapers in the
last few years. Step 1 Locate the negative battery terminal, then remove the retaining bolt
holding the negative battery cable in place, using a wrench. Step 2 Move to the passenger-side
fender so you are facing the front of the engine. Step 3 Locate the wiring harness connector on
the back of the alternator. Step 4 Locate the retaining bolt on the top of the alternator and
remove it with a socket and ratchet. Step 5 Set a new alternator in place on the engine and
install the upper and lower retaining bolts. Step 6 Plug the wiring harness connector into the
back of the new alternator, making sure it locks in place. Step 7 Rotate the serpentine belt
tensioner counterclockwise, then slide the belt onto the new alternator. Wrench set Breaker bar
Socket set Ratchet Torque wrench. What size sockets and wrenches? Do you have the same
problem? They said the alternator was just replaced, the battery seems to be new and seems to
hold a charge pretty well. When I charge the battery then start the car, the voltage will start out
normal 14 volts. Over the course of a couple minutes, the voltage steadily drops, even if I am
revving the engine, until it finally shuts off. Was this answer helpful? If you have a DVOM you
can check to see if the alternator is charging. If not go by your local auto parts store and have
them check most will do it free. Check out this link if you want to test it yourself. What tools
needed for removing an alternator? Do you. Was this answer. Hello, just got this car from
someone I know. Hello, You will need to have the charging system checked. To add check both
fuse and wiring -see below. Okay, I have checked out the alternator and battery, both are in near
perfect condition. It seems that when I turn on my lights, that is when the drain happens. Before
the car was given to me, the front driver side was damaged in an incident. The meter reads
about On the passenger side, when headlight is connected, it goes down to When passenger

bright is connected, goes down to When driver headlight is connected, goes down to When
driver bright is connected, goes down to This is all while revving the engine. Are these normal
voltages? I now remember the car first shutting off on me while using the headlights. I have not
connected all the harnesses at the same time yet, I just did individual. Could be some
resistances dropping the voltage a bit but for me its normal. Or you can go higher output
alternator to keep up with the load. Well, I did some more playing around and it turns out. I do
not know. The alternator will go up to 14 volts, but when I idle the car, it can sometimes go
down to Is that normal for idling? This is with the lights off. As I was driving a heard a sudden
low pitch whine coming from the passenger side of the car. When I tapped the brake all power
shut down for a split second and then came back on no whining noise. When I got home I shut
off the car. It had no power at all after that. I am guessing this may be the alternator. Does that
sound right? Also, can an alternator that is going bad cause random weak acceleration? You
can take it off and go to AutoZone, they test them for free. Sounds like the internal voltage
regulator is not controlling the field winding. Pull the alternator again and get it reload tested A
good battery will read above Try this disable the ignition system and crank engine over for ten
seconds if it does not hold up 9. Please login or register to post a reply. Got a red battery
warning light on? This most likely means the alternator has gone out and needs to be replaced.
This is a common problem for most vehicles and you can Starts Up And Runs. Sponsored links.
Ask a Car Question. It's Free! Testing the alternator, to see if it's the cause of your 3. This article
will show you how in a step-by-step fashion. All you need is a multimeter. This article covers the
majority of 3. To see if this alternator test article covers your specific 3. To successfully
accomplish this test step, you'll need to make sure that the battery in your 3. This is very
important, so, if the battery is discharged, charge it first and then proceed with the following
tests. Lastly, if you're wondering what type of multimeter you need, it can be a digital multimeter
or an analog multimeter. OK, the very first thing that you're gonna' do is to check, with your
multimeter, the voltage of the battery while the engine is running. So these are the steps:. Start
the car or mini-van and test the battery voltage with your multimeter by placing the RED
multimeter's test lead on the positive battery terminal and the BLACK test lead on the negative
battery terminal. Now, have a helper turn on any and all accessories from inside the vehicle,
while you keep your eyes on the multimeter's display. Turning On all of these accessories will
place a load on the Charging System alternator and will let you know if the alternator can handle
it or not. Every time something comes On inside the vehicle , you'll notice a slight or major
change on your multimeter. It will do one of two things: 1. The multimeter's DC voltage will
decrease slightly and then stabilize around The DC voltage reading will start to decrease till it
reaches 10 Volts DC and your vehicle may stall. OK, now that the test is done, take a look at the
following alternator test interpretations to find out what your specific multimeter test result
means in the next page. Take a look at the following test interpretations to find out which one
best fits your multimeter test results:. CASE 1: The multimeter maintained a This result confirms
that the alternator is charging the battery and providing enough electrical power for any
electrical load that is applied to it. Here's why: The battery's voltage, at rest, is So one of the
best indicators that the alternator is charging it, is verifying that battery voltage should be at 2
Volts over battery voltage at rest when the engine is running. This usually means that the
alternator is bad. Here's why: Since the alternator is not charging the vehicle or providing power
for all the stuff you turned On, your car or mini-van is running off of the Battery only. As the
battery's juice starts to deplete, your multimeter shows a decreasing voltage reading. You could
stop here and replace the alternator. But to be absolutely sure, I suggest doing two more very
simple tests. As an Amazon Associate, I may earn a small commission from qualifying
purchases from the Amazon product links from this website. Your purchase helps support my
work in bringing you real diagnostic testing information to help you solve the problem! Page 1
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