1986 ford f150 ignition switch replacement

Last Updated: June 17, References Approved. This article was co-authored by Jason
Shackelford. Jason Shackelford is the Owner of Stingray Auto Repair, a family owned and
operated auto repair shop with locations in Seattle and Redmond, Washington. There are 15
references cited in this article, which can be found at the bottom of the page. This article has
been viewed , times. A faulty ignition switch in your vehicle can cause several problems ranging
from your car stalling and all lights going dark to the radio not working unless the key is
wiggled from side to side. You should consult an application specific repair manual before
starting this project on your own. To replace an ignition switch, you'll need to either have your
old switch rebuilt by a dealership so you can keep your old keys or purchase a new switch from
a dealership and get a new set of keys. Either way, you should remove your old ignition switch
by taking out your vehicle's steering wheel and ignition module cover, inserting the key and
turning it to the accessory position, and then sliding out the switch. Once the old switch is out,
you can slide the new or rebuilt one into the hole on the steering column and reassemble the
dashboard. To learn how to remove a steering wheel and ignition module cover, keep reading!
Did this summary help you? Yes No. We've been helping billions of people around the world
continue to learn, adapt, grow, and thrive for over a decade. Every dollar contributed enables us
to keep providing high-quality how-to help to people like you. Please consider supporting our
work with a contribution to wikiHow. Log in Social login does not work in incognito and private
browsers. Please log in with your username or email to continue. No account yet? Create an
account. Edit this Article. We use cookies to make wikiHow great. By using our site, you agree
to our cookie policy. Cookie Settings. Learn why people trust wikiHow. Download Article
Explore this Article parts. Tips and Warnings. Things You'll Need. Related Articles. Article
Summary. Part 1 of Disconnect the negative terminal on the battery. Locate the battery in the
engine bay or trunk of your vehicle. Use an appropriate sized wrench to loosen the nut holding
the cable on the negative - terminal and then slide it off the post. Remove the trim around the
steering wheel. There are likely a number of plastic trim pieces between you and the ignition
switch. Remove them carefully by either popping them off of their plastic clips or removing the
screws and bolts that hold those pieces in place. In some vehicles, you may be able to replace
the ignition switch without removing the steering wheel. Refer to a vehicle specific repair
manual for guidance on how to safely remove your steering wheel from the vehicle. You can
purchase vehicle specific repair manuals at your local auto parts store. On some vehicles, you'll
need a special tool called a steering wheel puller to remove it. Release the clips on the ignition
module cover. There may be a plastic cover surrounding the ignition module in your vehicle. Set
it aside someplace safe until you need to reassemble the dash. Part 2 of The ignition switch
needs to be set to the accessory position before you can release it from the ignition module.
Press the release pin inside the hole on the ignition module with a screwdriver. Insert the
screwdriver into the hole to press down on the release pin inside. Slide the ignition switch out.
With the release pin pressed, pull the ignition switch straight out of its place beneath the
steering wheel. Have your ignition switch rebuilt if you want to keep the same keys. Some
dealerships will rebuild your existing ignition switch if you would rather not have to switch
ignition keys. Rebuilding your switch can vary in price based on the application and may not
always be available. The only real benefit of a rebuilt switch is not having to use new keys. In
that case, you will need to get a new switch from a manufacturer specific dealership that will
also provide you with new ignition keys to match. Provide the dealership with the year, make,
and model of your vehicle along with the VIN number to be sure to get the right part. Part 3 of
The same release pin that stopped the switch from coming out now needs to be pressed in so
you can slide the switch into place inside the ignition module. Just press it down with your
thumb. Slide the ignition switch into its hole. The new or rebuilt switch should slide easily back
into its hole on the steering column. Align the shape of the cylinder and the location of the
release pin with the coinciding grooves in the ignition module. Keep pressing it in until you hear
the click of the release pin setting into place inside the steering column. You may need to push
in on the switch a little to make it click into place. Reconnect the battery and test the new
switch. Reconnect the cable to the negative - terminal on the battery, then insert the key into the
ignition and turn it to start the vehicle. Shut the engine off if it starts and disconnect the battery
again. Now that you know the new ignition switch works, you can set about re-assembling your
interior. Remove the cable from the negative terminal on the battery for safety while you work.
Put the dash back together in the opposite order of how it came apart. Dashboards are
notorious for the use of overlapping plastic. Start by installing the last parts your removed and
go backwards from there. If you find yourself having trouble getting the pieces to fit back
together properly, refer to a vehicle specific repair manual for help. Reconnect the battery. With
the dashboard completely assembled and the new ignition switch working, reconnect the cable
to the negative - terminal on the battery and tighten it with the right sized wrench. The pins are

stuck. If you spray WD into the key hole and then push the key in and out, wiping the dirt from
the key, the pins will free up. Repeat until the key comes out fairly clean. Not Helpful 9 Helpful
Replacing a switch is not that hard. Buy a new switch, then slowly jiggle the old one out. You
can use an old key, but if you don't have that, get something small and hard. Not Helpful 10
Helpful What might happen if I don't disconnect a battery when changing the ignition switch?
Not Helpful 6 Helpful What do I do if the ignition switch won't go all the way back in the
cylinder? Unplug the gear selector in the back. Then put in the cylinder. Make sure the key
shuts off and remove it, then put back the gear indicator cable. Not Helpful 2 Helpful 3. Yes, but
keep in mind that the computer might need to be reprogrammed, depending on the model. It's
required to get a key replacement from manufacturer. Not Helpful 1 Helpful 2. You could try
spraying some WD40 down in the hole and a bit on the key, then inserting the key and turning it
again. Also, make sure your tires aren't locked. I have an old VW buggy and the wheels lock,
and you have to jiggle the key while turning the wheel to unlock both, the switch and the
wheels. Not Helpful 0 Helpful 0. How can I tell if a failed ignition switch is causing my car to fail
to start? Alexander Hollings. The most common signs of a failed ignition switch are the car
suddenly turning off while you drive, or starting and then the key fails to stay in the "on"
position. Not Helpful 2 Helpful 1. Check that all wiring to and around the key cylinder are
properly seated. Turn off the key, remove it and wait a few minutes. Turn the key to the On
position just before start and after accessory. Look at the dashboard lights to see if the word
"security" is on and flashing. If not, the car will start. If, however, "security" is on and flashing,
then the computer must be reset by disconnecting the negative cable on the battery for about
10 minutes. Then reconnect the cable, turn the key to On and wait about 3 minutes for the
computer to reboot and then the car will start. Not Helpful 0 Helpful 3. WD40 or graphite sprayed
into the lock is best. Then insert the key in and out a few times to distribute to the lock pins. Not
Helpful 2 Helpful 2. Unanswered Questions. How do I replace the ignition barrel on a vehicle?
What tool do I need to remove the panel beneath my steering wheel so that I can replace the
ignition lock cylinder? How do I replace an ignition switch if I don't have the key to the old one?
The key is broken in ignition switch. What should I do? Include your email address to get a
message when this question is answered. Not all steering assemblies are the same. Check your
owner's manual to find the parts mentioned and how to disassemble them on your particular
vehicle. Helpful 1 Not Helpful 0. Related wikiHows How to. How to. More References 6. About
This Article. Co-authored by:. Jason Shackelford. Co-authors: Updated: June 17, Categories:
Car Batteries and Ignitions. Article Summary X To replace an ignition switch, you'll need to
either have your old switch rebuilt by a dealership so you can keep your old keys or purchase a
new switch from a dealership and get a new set of keys. Italiano: Sostituire un Interruttore di
Accensione. Thanks to all authors for creating a page that has been read , times. Reader
Success Stories Anonymous Jun 29, Edson Kanani Nov 17, Anonymous Oct 31, More reader
stories Hide reader stories. Did this article help you? Cookies make wikiHow better. By
continuing to use our site, you agree to our cookie policy. Anonymous Jun 29, Share yours!
More success stories Hide success stories. Related Articles How to. By signing up you are
agreeing to receive emails according to our privacy policy. Follow Us. X Help us do more We've
been helping billions of people around the world continue to learn, adapt, grow, and thrive for
over a decade. Let's do this! If you're old Ford doesn't fire up you might be experiencing Ford
ignition module problems. Although I recommend a few quick tests before you replace the part,
if your distributor mounted ignition module looks like the image on the right you probably just
found your failed component. Here we'll talk about how long a Ford ignition module lasts, what
it takes to replace it and a special tool that you're going to need to get the job done. In addition,
we'll talk about applying dielectric grease to the new part so it lasts as long as the original
equipment ignition module. Another piece of good news is, the replacement Ford ignition
module available on this page features an improved design over the one that might be causing
your no start condition today. Sidebar: Chevrolet fans suffer from this issue as well. See this
article about Chevrolet ignition module problems. No Spark Caused from a Failed Ford Ignition
Module Ignition Spark Test Diagram When the ignition module fails, the engine turns over
normally, but doesn't even sputter or kick like it's trying to start. Of course, other situations like
a failed fuel pump or even a clogged fuel filter can cause the same symptoms. Therefore we're
going to grab an inexpensive inline ignition spark tester to verify we don't have any spark at all
reaching the spark plugs. You remove the spark plug boot and insert the tester in line with the
ignition wire. Next you attach the other end to the spark plug. You can also set up a jumper wire
with one end attached to a good ground found on a frame bolt or even the negative terminal of
the battery. The jumper wire gives you the flexibility to set up the spark tester where you can
see it. This allows you to view the spark jumping during a one-man test. Finally, you crank the
engine around and look for a strong spark in the plastic visible window on the spark tester tool.

If you have spark coming out of the distributor, then your ignition module is not the problem. In
this situation, I would take a quick fuel pressure test to make sure you're not dealing with the
lack of fuel problem mentioned above. If you don't have spark and you have one of those
rectangular boxes mounted on the front side of the distributor then there is a strong likelihood
this is your malfunction. Before we throw that thing in the trash and get a new part let's make
sure we have spark coming out of the coil. Although the module fails more often than the coil I
have seen both parts go at the same time. Take the spark tester and put it in line with the coil in
the same way you did with the spark plug wire. If you don't have spark from the coil then I
would replace this part first and see if it starts. When the Ford Motor Company put this part on
the distributor they apply to a thin film of dielectric grease to the solid state module. It goes on
the the heat sink metal surface on the back of the part where it attaches to the distributor. This
electrical lubrication lasts for a long time. However after 20 years, it starts to degrade and its
ability to conduct heat is compromised. Therefore, in the end, most of the times you see the
module has failed from heat damage. I have seen do-it-yourself and professional mechanics
replace the module without applying dielectric grease to the back of the replacement part. To
my surprise these parts can fail within a couple of months without the dielectric grease applied
to the back. I'm not sure if they started putting a small one serving packet in with the module,
but the last time I purchased one it didn't come with any heat sink lubrication. Fortunately, a
tube of Loctite brand dielectric grease runs in the eight dollar range and will most likely become
a lifetime supply for the average mechanic. If you remember to put the lid on, this stuff stores
for an extended period of time. The tube of dielectric grease I have must be at least 10 years old
and is still in good condition. Where else can you use it? It can protect electrical connections
and wiring with a moisture-proof barrier that withstands harsh conditions including road salt,
dirt and moisture related corrosion. Plus use it on automotive bulb sockets to prevent
premature failure of replacement bulbs. And don't forget to use it on spark plug boots, boat
trailer wiring harness connectors and battery terminals. I remember the first time I came across
a failed Ford ignition module. I was a young mechanic working on a four-cylinder Ford Mustang
with a 2. After finding ample spark at the coil and none at the spark plug my boss said to stop
diagnosis and that a new module was on its way from the parts store. When the module arrived,
he handed it to me while giggling. I wasn't sure at that moment why he found this a funny
situation. Furthermore, the holes that allowed access to the screws were too small to allow a
standard or deep well socket to engage the retainers. Then my boss stuck his head out of the
office and said "what's the matter, you don't have the right tool for the job"? So now I
understand why he was laughing, because he owns the special tool used to replace the ignition
module on these old Ford's. He let me use his tool for that situation, but when the tool man
came around I bought my own. When I stuck it in my toolbox I was thinking I would probably
never use it again. Nevertheless, ignition module failures on these older four-cylinder and
six-cylinder engines would be so common in the years to come that I got plenty of use out of
the special tool. With the cost of around eight dollars I say that it pays for itself on the first use.
If you use it a second time and you just might, then this purchase was a smart thing to do. Ford
trucks are becoming known for troublesome, but long lasting vehicles. If you own a through F
timing chain problems exist in your future. In the same way it's not uncommon to walk up to an
old Ford from through and have it pull a no start on you. Although the ignition module is a
common failure it's not the only thing that can go wrong with an old Ford. This article highlights
two of the most common problems with the ignition system. Again these are a failed module or
defective ignition coil. In fact, I would say if I walked up to a Mustang with a no start there's less
than a 25 percent chance of it being something else. Remember that the spark tester can
eliminate all of the malfunctions on the fuel side of the circuit. Let me tell you about a , Ford
Escort that really threw me for a loop. It had a no start condition and there was no spark. I
replaced the ignition module and it didn't fix the problem so this was the first time I got burned.
Upon further inspection there was no power making it to the distributor. To make a long story
short, we had a missing ignition signal coming from the vehicle's main computer. When I dug
out the old-style Ford ECM from underneath the passenger side dashboard, it was wet with
engine coolant from a slow heater core leak. Coolant infiltrated the computer and burnt out the
circuit that feeds power to the distributor. If you don't perform some testing and just jump at the
module you might get burned like I did. There is an excellent page available from another
automotive site that provides step-by-step pinpoint diagnosis of Ford ignition module problems.
If this kind of diagnosis is above your skill level you can always ask a car mechanic for
assistance. As an Amazon Associate I earn from qualifying purchases. The search results open
in a convenient overlay. However, the pages from This Website are listed below 4 ads at the top.
Common Chevrolet brake switch problems cause issues with the cruise control. The cruise
control light comes on but the system will not set or hold speed. Review the common causes of

the reduced engine power warning message. The possible car repairs range from a loose
ground to failure of the TPS and throttle actuator assembly. Review 5 maintenance items your
car needs at k miles. An important list for those with high mileage cars and an unknown
maintenance history. Read More. Ignition Spark Test Diagram. Recent Articles. Skip to main
content Menu. Close X. Call To Order: Alignment Shim Multi-Pack. Damper Cylinder. Drag Link.
Drag Link End. Ignition Switch. Pitman Arm. Power Steering Cooler. Power Steering Cooler
Bracket. Power Steering Cooling Line. Power Steering Filter. Power Steering Hose. Power
Steering Pressure Hose. Power Steering Pump. Power Steering Pump Repair Kit. Power
Steering Pump Seal Kit. Power Steering Pump Washer. Power Steering Reservoir. Power
Steering Reservoir Cap. Power Steering Return Hose. Power Steering Seal. Steering Column
Intermediate Shaft. Steering Column Lock Actuator. Steering Cover Seal. Steering Damper.
Steering Damper Kit. Steering Drag Link. Steering Gear. Steering Gear Rebuild Kit. Steering
Gear Seal Kit. Steering Gear Worm Shaft Seal. Steering Gearbox. Steering Shaft. Steering
Stabilizer. Steering Stabilizer Bracket. Steering Swivel Pin Kit. Tie Rod. Tie Rod End. Tie Rod
End Adjuster Sleeve. Tie Rod End Adjusting Sleeve. Tie Rod End Boot. Tie Rod End Kit. Tie Rod
End Set. Air Intake. Body Electrical. Climate Control. Cooling System. Diesel Injection. Drive
Belts. Engine Electrical. Engine Mechanical. Fuel Delivery. Fuel Injection. DIY Solutions.
Standard Motor Products. Shop By Vehicle. Replacement Ignition Lock Cylinder. Click to
Enlarge. Shipping Options: Free Ground Shipping. Features: OE Style for easy replacement and
fitment. Dorman Ignition Lock Cylinder. Features: Matches the fit and function of the original
equipment assembly Retains the anti-theft functions of the original equipment design Requires
no special tools. Product List Price:. Shipping Options: Ground, Overnight, 2 Day. Forecast
Ignition Lock Cylinder. Locksmart Ignition Lock Cylinder. Motorcraft Ignition Lock Cylinder.
Motorcraft W Ignition Lock Cylinder. Catalog: E. Vehicle Ford F Catalog: B. Catalog: S. Catalog:
A. Catalog: Q. The ignition switch in a Ford truck is held in place by a small pin inside the base
of the switch. The switch has no recommended service life, and it may fail suddenly. When it
does, you will need to get another switch from a Ford dealership for the best fitment and
compatibility for your Ford truck. The first step in replacing the switch, however, is removing it.
Slide the pin or Allen wrench into the release opening under the ignition switch. The hole on
most Ford trucks is on the underside of the steering column directly underneath the ignition
switch. Push up on the pin or wrench while simultaneously pulling the key out of the ignition. I
am a Registered Financial Consultant with 6 years experience in the financial services industry.
I am trained in the financial planning process, with an emphasis in life insurance and annuity
contracts. I have written for Demand Studios since Step 1 Turn the ignition key to the "II"
position on your Ford truck. Step 2 Slide the pin or Allen wrench into the release opening under
the ignition switch. Tips, Costs, Your Options, and More. Ford F key replacement â€” All you
need to know. Ford F Keys Replacements by Year â€” Not sure which key you had: regular,
transponder chip, or remote key fob? Find out here. Have you lost your Ford F car keys? What
options do I have? Ford F Key Programming â€” Which keys can you program yourself? Ford F
key fob battery â€” How do I change or replace the battery? What is the cost? What size is the
battery? And more. Click on the type of key you had or your year model below to get the most
accurate information:. Transponder key on a computer operated cutting machine. A word of
caution: The type of key you need depends on the year and model of your Ford F Therefore, the
options for getting a new key made and programmed depend on whether you need a remote, an
intelligent fob, push to start button, a transponder, or a regular key. Not ready to call for service
just yet? Also, write down the VIN Vehicle Identification Number of the car located on the left
side of the dashboard near the mirror Click here for more information. The VIN helps the
locksmith or dealer verify the year, make, and model of the car and determine which key you
had. Finally, make sure you can show ownership of the car by having the necessary documents
â€” title, ID, insurance card, etc. The newer the car is, the better the security features the key
has. Click here to see the model and type of key you had for a more accurate price and
additional information. Did your replacement key come from the dealer, or an automotive
locksmith? Or did you get it online? Click here to get a more detailed explanation of how to get
a replacement key. However, you will likely have to tow the car there to program the new key or
remote. Therefore, the total price is usually higher. The VIN allows the dealer or automotive
locksmith to access the key code on file, i. There are, however, two things to consider:. A: The
Ford F has different types of keys. This process requires a special programming machine that
only an automotive locksmith or the dealer has. There is no need to program non-transponder
metal keys. Therefore, no programming is needed. These keys, also known as remote smart
keys, intelligent keys or key fobs, and transponder keys, have a security chip. Programming is
needed. Also, a special machine is needed to program them. An automotive locksmith or dealer
should do it for you. This process must be followed for most models made after A: The Ford F

has a few keyless entry system options. Below you will find all the relevant information. For
year models to , t here is a built-in keyless entry in the remote keys. The Ford F model has
different kinds of keys. If your model uses a key fob, here is some important information you
should know about the battery. You can use the emergency key provided with the key fob to
unlock the car. If you want to start your vehicle, you can do it by placing the key fob in the
charging area once you are in the car. This way, you will be able to start your vehicle EVEN if
the battery is dead. Finally, let the key fob charge until you get to a place when you can replace
the key fob battery. Ford F key fobs are battery operated. Every two years or so, or when the
battery is low, you may need to change the key fob battery. Here is all the information you need.
Finally, remember that your battery life depends on a few factors such as usage, weather
conditions, etc. To better protect your Ford F key fob and extend its battery life it may be a good
idea to have a key fob cover or a case. You can get it online here. Ford Main Page. Our Blog.
Home Page. Contact Us. Remote Key Fob for a Ford F Ford F Car Key Replacements. Ford
ignition cylinder. Already have a remote? Click HERE for programming information. Already
have a key? Replacement Car Key Price Factors. New Transponder Keys Coded On-site. Ford
key fob â€” Inside look. Car Key Cutting Machine. Ford keyless entry â€” Inside look. Keyless
entry information Ford F Ford F key fob and battery. Key Fob Battery replacement Ford. Inside
look Ford F key fob. Car Key Battery Replacement Variety. For more information go to In
production for about six decades, the Ford F is one of the top-selling Ford models of the
F-series. With its great and massive build, it's perhaps every American man's dream pickup
truck. However, most people love driving their classic cars that were manufactured years ago.
It's not a surprise that you can still see vehicles that were from five decades ago but are still
speeding up on the highway and attracting other drivers. But what's their secret? Well, it's all
about the upgrades. If you're driving an old Ford, then what's the point of showing it off to the
world if it won't start? So don't let this happen to you and upgrade your old Ford F ignition
switch with a new one. The ignition switch is responsible for starting up your vehicle. Without
this, you won't be able to rev up your engine and storm across the highway. You probably think
that looking for a replacement part for your Ford is impossible. Well, you better think again
because there's a Ford F ignition switch out in the market for you to update your timeless
vehicle. You'll surely get to drive it as if you just recently purchased it back in With a new Ford F
ignition switch, you can definitely boast your old truck as you take it for a drive. You don't have
to drive the most recent car to prove that you are a good driver; in fact, being able to preserve a
vehicle from years back just increases the value of it. So if you're one of those owners who own
the Ford F, then you're in luck because you can certainly modify your ride with a new Ford F
ignition switch and get your wife and kids to go on a road trip just like the old times. We've
Made a Site Update. Refresh to the latest version. Retrieve quote. Track order. Sign In or Create
Account. Every Purchase Supports. Texas Relief Efforts. Select your vehicle. Ford F Ignition
Switch. Select your vehicle year. Refine by:. Ignition Switch part. Returns Policy. Shop Ford F
Ignition Switch. Showing 1 - 14 of 14 results. Sort by:. Vehicle Info Required to Guarantee Fit.
Core Charge. Add to cart. Product Details Quantity Sold : Sold individually. Part Number: M
Universal Fit. Part Number: L Page 1 of 1 Showing 1 - 14 of 14 results. Replacement Ignition
Switch. Feb 08, Fast shipping and packaged well. The switch fit perfectly and fixed my problem.
Kenneth Harlson. Purchased on Feb 01, Dec 12, Came fast. Worked perfectly! Great price too!
Have already ordered more parts. Dawn McDonald. Purchased on Nov 24, Oct 27, Part was fine,
but no documentation received on installation. I called and to receive
1993 ford taurus fuse box diagram
cugar 1999
2000 sls cadillac
a call back but never receive that. Diana Gile. Purchased on Oct 13, Show More. Ford F Ignition
Switch Guides. Helpful Automotive Resources. A Short Course on Ignition Systems The voltage
that is available to the spark plug is somewhere between 20, volts and 50, volts or better. The
job of the ignition system is to produce that high voltage from a 12 volt source and get it to each
cylinder in a specific order, at exactly the right. The Starting System The automotive battery
requires special handling. The electrolyte water inside the battery is a mixture of sulfuric acid
and water. Sulfuric acid is very corrosive; if it gets on your skin it should be flushed with water
immediately; if it gets in your eyes it should be flushed with a. You might be surprised to find
out how many issues can potentially prevent your car from starting. Contact Us. Phone Number
Shop with Confidence. All Rights Reserved. Terms of Use. Privacy Policy. California Supply
Chain Disclosure. Accessibility Statement.

